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Family Bible Reading 
Activities 

 

 
 
Activity 1. How to find a particular 
passage in the Bible 
-Bible books, chapters and verses are 
indicated like this. 

-Mt. 2: 1-6; Matthew, Chapter 2 verses 
1-6. 

- The first 2, 3 or 4 letters stand for 
the book in the Bible. The letter 
abbreviations for the books are found at 
the very beginning of the Bible, usually 
where the books are listed in 
alphabetical order. For example, Gn 
stands for Genesis, Jb for Job, 1 Chr for 
1 Chronicles, Ps for Psalms, Jn for John, 
2 Thes for 2 Thessalonians and Rv for 
Revelation.                                                                                                  

-After the letters comes a number. The 
number indicates the chapter in the 
book. For example, Gn 2 means Genesis 
chapter 2. 

-After the number comes a colon(:) 
followed by other numbers. Those 
numbers are the verses. Gn 2: 3-8 
means Genesis Chapter 2, verses 3 
through 8. 

-Go to the beginning of the Bible to find 
the alphabetical listing which will show 
the name of the book and its 
abbreviation followed by the page 
number on which the book starts. Then 
find the chapter number and look for 
the small numbers indicating the verses. 

To help familiarize the family with the 
Bible, have everyone practice finding the 
books, chapters and verses. Use the 
following list or one of your own and see 
who can find the passage the fastest. You 
can give a small prize such as a piece of 
candy or cookie to the family member who 
wins the most rounds. If you have small 
children, team up the youngest with an 
older child or parent. Also, when the 
passage is found have the winner read the 
passage. You can just do three at a time 
if that works best for you. 
Gn 2: 1-3 Ex 14: 21-22 Ru 1: 16-18 

1 Kgs: 9-10 1 Sm: 48-51 Ps 23: 1-6 

Is 9: 1-2 Mt. 4: 18-22 Mk 10: 13-16 

Lk 10: 25-28 Jn 8: 12 Acts 2: 1-4 

Rom 8: 14-17 1 Cor 13: 4-13 Rv 12:1-6 

Activity 2. If you have young children, 
find a book of Bible stories for children 
and read them as bedtime stories. The 
church bookstore has some very good 
options. 

Activity 3. Decorating a Bible story.  
Select a weekly Bible story (perhaps on 
that you heard at church0 and create a 
placemat or table tent with the key 
verses from the story. Include the book, 
chapter and verse reference on the 
paper. Decorate the paper by adding 
symbols or drawings inspired by the 
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reading. Put the placemat or table tent 
on the dinner table. 

Activity 4. Ready-to-Go Game Shows 
That Teach Serious Stuff: Bible Edition 
by Michael Theisen. This series of games 
provides an engaging and fun way to grab 
the family’s attention and focuses them 
on the Bible, increasing their biblical 
knowledge. The games included are: 

1) Who Wants to be a Bible 
Millionaire? 

2) 2) Faithful Feud 

3) Bible Jeopardy 

4) Holy Word Squares (Hollywood 
Squares) 

5) The Bible is Right (The Price is 
Right) 

6) The Real Fortune (The Wheel of 
Fortune) 

7) Bible Baseball 

8) Scriptionary (Pictionary) 

The game can be purchased through 
Amazon.com for $22.95 or from St. 
Mary’s Press (smp.org) for the same price. 

Activity 5. Enthroning the Bible in the 
Family Home 
To show that God is at the center of their 
lives, many families enthrone the Bible, the 
Word of God, in a visible place in their homes. 
By placing the Sacred Scriptures in a 
prominent place decorated with flowers and 
art, and by gathering at this spot for daily 
prayer, families show that God is present and 
active through his Word. 

Enthroning the Bible in your home is easy. 
Simply pick a place where the Bible can be 
honored. The Bible should be placed where it 
will be seen regularly, but the location should 

be apart from the noise and confusion of the 
family entertainment. Place the Bible, opened 
to a favorite passage or the readings of the 
day (these can be found at 
www.usccb.org/nab), on a table or shelf. 
Decorate the area around the Bible with a 
cloth, flowers, and/or a candle—whatever 
makes sense to you. Use the following ritual 
prayer when you gather as a family to 
enthrone the Bible. 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-
teachings/how-we-
teach/catechesis/catechetical-
sunday/word-of-god/upload/family-
enthronement-of-bible.pdf 

Activity 6. Select Bible passages that 
you love. Memorize or keep them with 
you on index cards. In times of stress or 
confusion they will be of great comfort 
and guidance. A few examples that you 
might like are: 

1. A reading from the Gospel of 
Matthew. “Seek first the kingdom of 
God and his justice, and all else will be 
given in addition.” (Mt 6:33) When 
making decisions this will help you to 
remember that our choices can either 
celebrate God or reject Him. 

2. A reading from the Book of the 
Prophet Michah. “What does the Lord 
require of you? But to live justly, love 
tenderly and walk humbly with God.”  
(Mi 6: 8 ) This is almost like a mini-
Gospel. We could spend our whole lives 
just reflecting on this one passage, 
examining ourselves each day: Am I 
living justly? Am I loving tenderly? Am 
I walking humbly with God? 

3. A reading from the Book of Psalms. 
“Be still and know that I am God.” (Ps 
46:10) Life is busy, noisy and 
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distracting and that can be 
overwhelming at times. Sometimes it 
helps just to sit down, be quiet, and 
recognize God’s presence. 

Activity 7. Reading the Bible and 
commentaries online. Below is a list of 
Catholic online resources for reading and 
studying the Bible. 

-Laudate; a free Catholic app for iphone 
and ipad, Android, etc. This app is 
fantastic. It’s the most popular and most 
comprehensive free Catholic app. It 
contains the whole Bible, the entire 
Catechism, every prayer you can think of, 
Bible study, etc. Plus it’s available in 
English, Espanol, Portugues, Francaise, 
Filipino, etc.. 

-A lectionary resource for Catholics 
(word-sunday.com) The Lectionary is the 
book of readings selected by the Church 
for daily masses. On this site the texts 
are written in two forms: a popular 
translation and the literal translation 
which makes it easier to understand. 
Commentary and explanations are written 
for each day’s readings. Click on the 
calendar to find the daily readings and 
click the menu bars at the top left and 
click on sitemap for more topics. 

-United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (usccb.org). Also a great source 
for daily readings. You can listen to the 
audio version and watch a video on 
reflections for the reading. It has a 
whole section about the Bible in general. 
This site also has many other resources 
regarding prayer and worship, beliefs and 
teachings of the Church, etc.. 

-Decision Point 
(dynamiccatholic.com/confirmation) If 

you enjoy reading the Matthew Kelly 
books the Church has handed out at 
Christmas and the video selections that 
were in today’s Family Faith Formation 
presentation, you will be enlightened by 
going to this site. Click on “view program” 
at the top, then scroll down and click 
Session 5, The Bible. Start from the 
beginning and go through all Matthew 
Kelly’s video teachings on the Bible. All 
the videos are 10 minutes or less and you 
and your family will get a lot out of the 
teachings. Of course, the videos in the 
other sessions are great also. 

Activity 8. Bring your Bible to mass. 
Look up the readings for that Sunday and 
mark them with post-it-notes in your 
Bible. Holding the Bible in your hands and 
reading from it instead of the small 
booklets provided in the pews is a much 
more powerful experience. The readings 
for the next Sunday’s mass are in the 
Church bulletin. Spend some time with 
your family finding the readings for Mass 
next week, bring your Bible and you will 
have a completely different experience. 
Remember, don’t be afraid to write in 
your Bible. Underline verses and take 
notes in the margins. 

Activity 9: Select a structured Bible 
reading plan. Go to brandonvogt.com for 
some great suggestions.  

 


