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Do you like to walk? Better yet, do 
you like to eat? Are you looking for 

a way to give back to our local commu-
nity that would involve both walking and 
eating? If so, the Hawai`i 
Visitor Industry Charity 
Walk may be for you.

Now in its 38th year, 
the Visitor Industry Char-
ity Walk is set for May 14 
at Hilton Waikoloa Village 
Resort. The run and walk 
bills itself as the “only 
walk in Hawai`i where 
you can gain weight” 
thanks to the food and 
entertainment provided 
once the walk is finished. 
Walkers get together to 
raise funds for local char-
ity of their choosing and 
St. Michael the Archan-
gel is currently forming 
a team to benefit Catholic 
Charities Hawai`i.

Catholic Charities Advisory Board 
member Shirley David is coordinating 
this year’s team for the parish. She says 

Charity Walk Benefiting Local 
Families While Promoting Family Fun

Members of our parish participated in the 2015 Hawai`i Visitor Industry Charity 
Walk. Walkers from St. Michael the Archangel will gather at this year's walk 
to benefit Catholic Charities Hawai`i. All money raised goes directly to island 

families in need.

continued on page 2
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the parish has seen great participation in this fun 
family event in the past and hopes to see more pa-
rishioners come out this year.

“Last year we had 55 walkers that pre-registered 
from the parish, and so our goal is to increase that 
by 10 percent,” she says. “We’re really pushing it as 
a great family event. After 
the walk, they have games 
for the children, prizes 
and, of course, food.”

“Family” is the key 
word when it comes to the 
very heart of this event 
because island families 
in need are the ones who 
benefit from every dollar 
the charity walk raises. As 
Hawai`i Island Commu-
nity Director for Catholic 
Charities Hawai`i Eliza-
beth Murph explained in a 
statement, Charity Walk funds are used to help pro-
vide emergency gap assistance to families in crisis on 
the island of Hawai`i on a case-by-case basis.

"Last year, we were humbled and honored to 
distribute funds to 29 individual households made 
up of 84 adults and children in crisis and in need 
of emergency gap services and financial assistance,” 
Elizabeth says. “Help was given to households on 

the brink of homelessness because of unexpected 
open heart surgery and cancer, as well as to home-
less families who needed a one-time hand-up to help 
them get into a rental with the first month’s rent or 
security deposit. Senior citizens and disabled and 
immigrant families received utility assistance in or-

der to keep them housed 
and stable. Most request-
ing utility assistance did 
so because they or a family 
member needed electrical 
health devices to breathe. 
Chronically homeless indi-
viduals with co-occurring 
disorders and no local sup-
port network were pro-
vided with one-way airfare 
to be reunited with a sta-
ble family member on the 
mainland who promised to 

house and care for them.” 
“It impacts individual people’s lives and it all 

stays on the island,” Shirley says. “It helps people on 
our island.”

The Charity Walk will begin at Queens’ Market-
place and end at the Waikoloa Bowl where the post-
walk festivities will take place. Runners will begin at 
6:45 a.m. while walkers will start at 7 a.m.

Charity Walk  continued from front cover

Be sure to look for sign-up forms at the back of the 
church, or call Shirley David at 808-756-1633 if you wish to 

participate. The cost to walk or run is $35 for adults and 
$25 for all children under 18. No pets will be permitted.

“Last year we had 55 walkers that 
pre-registered from the parish, and 
so our goal is to increase that by 10 
percent. We’re really pushing it as 

a great family event. After the walk, 
they have games for the children, 

prizes and, of course, food.” 
– Shirley David
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Ho`okipa: We are All Called to be 
Ministers of Hospitality

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

This is a time of many celebrations 
in the Church. The list is almost 

endless at this time of year – First 
Communions, Confirmations, grad-
uations, and weddings. There are so 
many events that bring people who 
are not from the parish, or even mem-
bers of the Church, into our parish.

You may recall that we speak 
of the Four Pillars of Stewardship – 
Hospitality, Prayer, Formation, and 
Service. I want to particularly speak 
of that pillar of Hospitality this 
month. It is important every day of 
every year and at everything we do 
as a parish community. However, at 
this time of year, when there may 
be strangers and newcomers in our 
midst, it becomes even more im-
portant. Hawaiian style hospitality 
is even more special.  Ho`okipa is a 
hospitality with ALOHA; a hospi-
tality of complete giving.

Jesus is the cornerstone of our 
faith. In Matthew 25:35, the Lord 
speaks to us in terms of expectations 

when He says, “I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me.” He makes 
it clear to us that whenever we wel-
come any of His brothers and sis-
ters, we welcome Christ Himself. 
Sometimes, we may think that this 
concept of ho`okipa is the respon-
sibility of a committee, ministry or 
group of people assigned that task 
– but the truth is that we are all part 
of the parish hospitality effort.

If we are going to be a steward-
ship parish, and if each of us is go-
ing to be a good steward, we need to 
be aware that we need to seek and 
find Christ in everyone around us, 
everyone we meet, and certainly 
everyone who enters our church or 
other parish facilities.

Ho`okipa is a parish priority 
that each of us must take to heart. It 
is not so challenging to greet some-
one, smile at them and welcome 
them – yet, it may require a little 
extra effort on our part. That means 
we must have an awareness of those 
near us, of those who may appear to 
be alone or new. We may not always 
think of Christ in this way, but if we 
carefully listen to Holy Scripture, 
we must realize that He was a car-
ing, welcoming and friendly person. 
If we are to be His disciples, we need 
to be the same.

As stated, Jesus assures us that 
when we welcome others, we are 
welcoming Him as well. St. Paul 
once said that people who are hos-
pitable sometimes entertain angels. 
For us, parish hospitality is not an 
option. It is our way to model the 
Kingdom of God right here and 
right now.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Lio Faletoi
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Parishioner Judy Chaput never dreamed how 
her life would be transformed through a simple 

“yes.” Moving to Hawai`i 14 years ago, Judy and her 
husband, Pete, began attending Mass at Immaculate 
Conception because of Pete’s allergy to air-condition-
ing. The couple soon grew comfortable in the small 
church’s intimate atmosphere. A few years later, a lady 
from the parish – involved in seemingly every aspect 
of parish life – was sitting outside of church with a 
sign-up sheet for various ministries.

“Her husband had just passed away, and she need-
ed to take a step back from some of her ministries,” Judy 
says. “I wanted to do something to help her, and so I ap-
proached the table. Looking at the list, I said to myself, 
‘Maybe I’ll sign up to be a lector – I can read.’ That was 
the naïve way in which I started my Lector Ministry.”

When it comes to stewardship, often that first gift 
of self – whether through time, talent or treasure – is 
just the beginning of God’s plan for us. This was cer-
tainly the case for Judy who, after just a few years of 

lectoring, was asked by Fr. Konelio Faletoi to become 
the Lector Coordinator for St. Michael the Archangel, 
Holy Rosary and Immaculate Conception.

“Like a deer in the headlights I said, ‘OK, I’ll try,’” 
Judy says. “I drove home after completely dumb-
founded thinking, ‘How did this happen?’”

Judy felt nervous about how the other lectors, many 
of whom had more experience, would receive her new 
role. However, she was surprised to be met with nothing 
but gratitude from each volunteer. Even more frighten-
ing, says Judy, was the fact that as Lector Coordinator, 
she would need to spend time on the computer creating 
and sending out schedules to volunteers.

“My skills in that department are so little you could 
put them in a thimble,” Judy says. “At first, I hand-
wrote the schedules and handed them over to Susan, 

The Transforming Power of a “Yes” to God Judy Chaput

“Stewardship to me means that 
an ordinary person like myself can 
be called by God to do something to 
make the world a better place. Some 
are called to make one thing their 

life’s work. But others are called to 
be available to do whatever needs to 

be done.” – Judy Chaput

Judy Chaput and her husband, Pete, 
whom she describes as the "wind beneath my wings."
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The Transforming Power of a “Yes” to God Judy Chaput
the parish secretary. But when I learned that she had 
been swamped over Christmas and once had to type 
the schedule on her home computer during her vaca-
tion, I made up my mind to learn how to do it myself.”

As Lector Coordinator, Judy is also a member of 
the Liturgy Committee, where decisions are made 
concerning special Masses and Feast Days. Judy is 
also responsible for scheduling lectors, notifying them 
of special trainings, retreats, seminars, and rehears-
als, as well as conveying any information relating to 
proclaiming God’s Word. In the process, she has been 
regularly pulled out of herself, forming countless new 
relationships.

“Through this ministry, I have met so many peo-
ple, put names to faces, and felt a part of the parish 
in a way that I never dreamed possible,” Judy says. 
“For an introvert like me, this has pulled me way out 
of my comfort zone, which is where the most wonder-
ful things usually happen.”

Over the years, Judy has grown tremendously 
proud and protective of her lectors, describing herself 
to be like a “hen with her chicks.” She has also grown 
in her faith specifically through the Lector Ministry, 
feeling compelled to better understand the Word she 
has been called to proclaim.

“To stand before everyone in the church and read 
from Scripture is a very humbling experience,” Judy 
says. “To do so, I must lose myself and put my whole 
heart into the words of that Scriptural speaker – wheth-
er it is Moses, or one of the prophets, or even the Lord 
God Himself – so that the message of those words is 
conveyed to the listeners in a way that makes them say, 
‘Oh, so that is what He meant!’”

In addition to her work with the Lector Ministry, 
Judy has also been involved in a wide variety of other 
parish services from pulling weeds and cleaning the 
cemetery, donating food items for the Country Store 
and parish gatherings, sewing altar server robes, and 
helping with the Brick Garden. Although Judy consid-
ers these acts as “small things,” this is just another way 

where her “yes” is enabling her to live out the faith, 
spreading the love of Christ to those around her.

“Stewardship to me means that an ordinary person 
like myself can be called by God to do something to 
make the world a better place,” Judy says. “Some are 
called to make one thing their life’s work. But others are 
called to be available to do whatever needs to be done.”

Judy Chaput with two of her grandchildren, Jansen and Everly.
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When Joseph de Veuster – who later the received 
the name Damien in religious life – was born 

in Belgium, in 1840, few in Europe had any under-
standing or knowledge of leprosy, or Hansen's dis-
ease. But upon his death at the age of 49, people all 
over the world knew about this disease. Just as impor-
tantly, they also understood the role that human com-
passion held in softening the ravages of this disease.

Having quit school to work on the family farm at 
the age of 13, Joseph entered the Congregation of the 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary six years later. When 
his brother, a priest in the same congregation, was too 
ill to go to the Hawaiian Islands as assigned, Damien 
volunteered in his place. In May 1864, just two months 
after his arrival, Damien was ordained a priest in Ho-
nolulu and assigned to the island of Hawai`i.

In 1873, Damien made his way to the Hawaiian 
government's leper colony on the island of Moloka`i, 
which had been established seven years earlier. His 
first project, building the Parish Church of St. Philome-
na, was carried out so that the people would be able to 
learn the Catholic faith and have a place to worship. As 
part of a team of four chaplains who took the assign-
ment in Moloka`i for three months each year, Damien 
soon volunteered to remain on a permanent basis, 
caring for the physical, medical and spiritual needs of 
those in the colony. He would eventually become their 
most effective advocate in obtaining promised govern-
ment support. The settlement soon had new houses 
and a new church, school and orphanage.

Damien contracted Hansen's disease, and on April 
15, 1889, he died of its complications. As requested, 
he was buried in Kalaupapa. However, in 1936, the 
Belgian government succeeded in having his body 
moved to Belgium. In 1995, after his beatification, 
part of Damien's body was returned to his beloved 
Hawaiian brothers and sisters. He was canonized by 
Pope Benedict XVI on Oct. 11, 2009. His symbols are a 
tree and a dove, and he is the patron of outcasts, and 
people with leprosy, HIV and AIDS.

Remembering Makua `Uhane Kamiano, 
St. Damien of Moloka`i, on His Feast Day, May 10

St. Damien, brother on the journey,
Happy and generous missionary,

who loved the Gospel more than your life,
who for love of Jesus left your family,

your homeland, your security, your dreams,

Teach us to give our lives with a joy like yours,
to be in solidarity with the outcasts of the world,

to celebrate and contemplate the Eucharist
as the source of our commitment.

Help us to love to the very end
and, in the strength of the Spirit,

to persevere in compassion
for the poor and forgotten

so that we might be good disciples 
of Jesus and Mary.

Amen.



The Young at Heart Ministry 
is just that – a lively group 

of senior parishioners who enjoy 
each other’s fellowship, share their 
faith joyously – and like to go out 
for lunch.

A Mother’s Day outing is com-
ing up, and Bobbi Courtade, min-
istry director, says announcements 
are being made in the bulletin for 
those who want to attend.

The group meets from 10 a.m. 
to noon each Monday at Immacu-
late Conception Hall. Bobbi and her 
husband Paul make sure all runs 
smoothly. They have been leading 
the group for about eight years.

“It’s a small group, now,” Bobbi 
says. “We’ve lost some members to 
death and changes in their life situ-
ations. People range in age from 
their 50s to their 90s. The oldest 
member at the meetings is 95 years 
old. They help take care of each 
other, and let us know if someone 
is ill. It’s a nice fellowship.”

The group opens the meeting 
with a review of the Gospel read-
ing from the previous Sunday, fol-
lowed by a discussion. 

“Usually, we have a priest who 
oversees the discussion,” Bobbi 
says. “The members are very open.” 

A high point of the meetings is 
Bingo, and Paul serves as the caller.

“They love to play Bingo,” Bob-
bi says. “The prizes are donated, 
mostly from the members. We try to 
make sure all win at least one time.”

Light refreshments are served, 
but once a month the group has a 
“potluck” luncheon.

“Most of them like to cook, but 
they’re alone, so it’s good that they 
can bring their favorite recipes out 
to share,” Bobbi says. “And three or 
four times a year, we go out to eat at 
a restaurant. We reach out to those 
who can’t come to the meetings, to 
come to lunch. We get them rides, 
and choose a place with plenty of 
parking and that is easy to access.”

At special times during the 
year, the group will have prayer 
services, especially during Lent 
and Advent.

“They really enjoy that,” Bobbi 
says. “And they love to sing. We 

start each meeting with a song, be-
fore the Gospel.”

Besides sharing their faith with 
each other, the members also share 
and talk about their grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

“They even exchange child-
rearing advice,” Bobbi says. 

While everyone is welcome to 
join, visitors to the island also make 
their way to the meetings.

“We have ‘snowbirds,’” Bobbi 
says. “They come to the meetings 
when they are in town. We get 
them from all over – California, 
Colorado, mostly from the west 

Young at Heart Group Active and Caring

continued on back cover

“They are very caring for each other. If someone 
is ill, they always pray for them, and bring up 

different situations to pray [for each other]. They 
keep tabs, and call each other. A couple members are 
in wheelchairs, and when we go out, we make sure 
we can get them there. And they all enjoy it. They 
like the format we’re using, so we’ll stick with it.” 

– Bobbi Courtade
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coast. They come each year, or every other year. That’s 
why I try to make sure I get the meetings announced in 
the bulletin, so they know.”

Some of the members are still working, which can 
affect how often they attend.

“One is a lady 80 years old who still works for the 
coffee farm,” Bobbi says. “She can’t come during cof-
fee picking season, and she’ll miss the meetings. But 
when it’s done, she returns.”

Men will try to attend the luncheons, but many are 
still working at part-time jobs, Bobbi says. 

The care and fellowship shared within the group is 
not lost on Bobbi.

“They are very caring for each other,” she says. “If 
someone is ill, they always pray for them, and bring 
up different situations to pray [for each other]. They 
keep tabs, and call each other. A couple members are 
in wheelchairs, and when we go out, we make sure we 
can get them there. And they all enjoy it. They like the 
format we’re using, so we’ll stick with it.”

Bobbi encourages anyone interested in attending to 
watch for the regular announcements in the bulletin.

If you would like more information about the Young at Heart Ministry,
please contact Bobbi Courtade at 808-217-9804.


