
STANDARDS OF OPERATION 
 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 
These standards of operation are applicable to Masses at St. Michael the Archangel Church and all the 
mission churches.  
  
1.    Please arrive approximately 15 minutes before your assigned mass.  Check in with the mass 
coordinator near the baptismal font, if applicable,  and obtain your name badge from the kiosk near the 
restrooms.  Please return the name badges after mass.   
 
Please dress appropriately avoiding flip flops, shorts, and uncovered shoulders.   
  
2.    Five (5) minutes before mass begins go to the entrance of the Church and lineup.  The sequence is 
as follows: 
  
            Cross 
            Altar Servers 
            Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
            Lectors 
            Book of the Gospel (Deacon) 
            Priest 
  
3.    Process down middle aisle to altar. If applicable, two in each row.  Genuflect (bow if unable to 
genuflect) and go to your seat. 
  
4.    After the sign of peace, go to the credence table on right side of church.  Sanitize hands and proceed 
to right side of the tabernacle lining up in a straight line from the electrical outlet on the floor in front of the 
presiding chair.  Line up with the third minister of the Body against wall, then two other ministers of the 
Body next (if there are 3 ministers of the Body), then the four ministers of the Blood.  Last minister of the 
Blood will receive the Body of Christ from the Priest and then the Blood of Christ from the Priest.  This 
minister will then present the Blood of Christ to the other ministers after the Body of Christ is distributed..   
  
5.    After receiving both the Body and Blood of Christ, the Ministers will approach the Altar and receive 
the cups or patens from the Priest and proceed to their positions: 
  
                                                                         ALTAR 
  
CUP D        CUP C                    PRIEST   HOST F      CUP B      CUP A 
 
           HOST G      HOST E 
  
6.    After communion or when the blood or body are empty, proceed to credence table, and those with 
cups consume Blood of Christ.  Add water to cup and consume.  Wipe with cloth purificator and lay 
purificator on the table.  Please do not place in cup or on top of cup..  Those with patens, go to altar and 
give to priest if there are hosts remaining.  Take patens to Credence Table but  please do not stack 
them! but rather leave them for the Sacristans to clean over the Sacrarium in the Sacristy.  (Particles are 
being dropped onto the floor.) 
 
7.   If the Blood of Christ spills, cover with purificator and wipe up after mass.  If the Body of Christ is 
dropped, pick up, place in palm of hand, and consume when appropriate.  If the Body of Christ fell from 
mouth, pick up, place in palm of hand and give to sacristans.   
 
8.    Return to your seat.  The sacristans will cleanse the sacred vessels after mass.   
 
9.    There is no return procession for the Extraordinary Ministers.  
  
  
Thank you for your cooperation and patience.   


