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Entering the World of 
God’s Word through Bible Study

So, what are you up to on Thursday 
mornings? Come join us each week if 

you would like to journey into the world of 
the Bible and partake in the wellspring of 
God's Word with your brothers and sisters 
in Christ!              
    The Bible Study really helps us to deepen 
our faith,” says Sally Cheung, who facilitates 
the study along with her husband, Hin. “It 
is so enlightening, and the videos we watch 
are so interesting. The study brings you to 
understand the context of each Scripture 
passage, the background behind it and the 
customs in Bible times. It really helps you 
see why different Bible characters may have 
done what they did, and what the signifi-
cance of each passage is.” 

The study group, which meets 
every Thursday from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at 
Immaculate Conception Hall, utilizes 
a series of enriching Catholic Scripture 
study materials published by Ascension 
Press. The series includes helpful study 

guides with Scripture reading assignments 
accompanied by questions and answers 
for the participants to complete at home. 
During the study itself, participants go over 
the readings and study guide questions, 
and watch an inspiring video created 
by Ascension Press that applies to the 
readings. The videos feature presentations 
by dynamic speakers such as Dr. Edward 
Sri and Jeff Cavins. 

In this Issue

The Thursday Morning Bible Study

NOWEMAPA/NOVEMBER  2019

http://stmichaelparishkona.org


2

St. Michael the Archangel Parish

The“Thanksgiving Spirit”  
Doesn’t Have to End at Thanksgiving

The origin of the first Thanksgiving feast is a matter of 
some debate among historians. But since 1863, Ameri-

cans have annually set aside the fourth or fifth Thursday 
of November to give thanks to God for a bountiful har-
vest. The holiday became a matter of federal law in 1941, as 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a joint congressio-
nal resolution to observe Thanksgiving Day on the fourth 
Thursday of November. Even as our society has become 
less agrarian, families continue to gather each November 
to give thanks to God for each other, and for the many 
blessings they have received throughout the year.

Most people associate this “spirit of Thanksgiving” 
with the fall holiday and its many recognizable symbols — 
fall decorations, `ohana coming together, and pā`ina with 
plenty ono kaukau! But giving thanks to God in gratitude 
for the gifts we have received isn’t an attitude we should 
save for this annual holiday alone. When we live lives of 
stewardship — sharing of our time, talents, and treasure 
in thanks to God and at the service of others — we can 
sustain life in the Thanksgiving spirit throughout the year.

The Church teaches that this daily response of grati-
tude is an important element of living the life of a Chris-
tian disciple. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church states, 
“Indeed, in the work of salvation, Christ sets creation free 
from sin and death to consecrate it anew and make it  

return to the Father, for his glory. The thanksgiving of the 
members of the Body participates in that of their Head” 
(CCC, 2637).

And how can we express this spirit of thanks? As dis-
ciples, we are expected to go beyond kindness and love 
others with the Love of Jesus. We can serve others, liv-
ing the virtue of charity, by reaching out to our brothers 
and sisters in need through acts of love. We can give back 
to God from our “first fruits,” sharing of our treasure in 
thanksgiving and recognition of the need to return a por-
tion of our gifts to God. We can utilize our unique talents 
to make our parish and local community a better place. 
And, as the Catechism also points out, we can even express 
thanks through prayerfully offering up our daily activities 
to God — “Every event and need can become an offering 
of thanksgiving” (CCC, 2638).

This Thanksgiving, take a moment to think of ways 
that you can live in the “spirit of Thanksgiving” on the 
fourth Thursday of November, and every other day 
throughout the year. Living the stewardship way of life 
may not always involve a precisely carved turkey, decora-
tions, or a made for TV version of a perfect holiday — but 
it will provide lifelong fulfillment and joy rooted in an at-
titude of perpetual thanksgiving.  

Mahalo ke Akua!

Giving thanks to God in gratitude for the gifts we have received isn’t an attitude 
we should save for this annual holiday alone. When we live lives of stewardship 

— sharing of our time, talents, and treasure in thanks to God and at the service of 
others — we can sustain life in the Thanksgiving spirit throughout the year.
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The month of November of 
course brings to mind thoughts 

of thanksgiving. These aren’t just 
thoughts about Thanksgiving Day 
— although I look forward to it with 
happy anticipation — but thoughts 
regarding the many reasons we 
should be thankful.

We begin the month with the 
Solemnity of All Saints on Nov. 1. It is 
a stewardship feast in so many ways, 
instituted to honor all saints, known 
and unknown. The communion 
of saints — the sharing of spiritual 
goods by those in heaven to us who 
are still on our pilgrimage — is a 
great cause for thanksgiving. We 
read about the lives of the saints to 
be encouraged and inspired by their 
examples. Plus, we are strengthened 
by their fellowship in the Body of 
Christ, and their prayers aid us.

We follow All Saints’ Day 
with All Souls Day on Nov. 2 so 
we can honor and commemorate 
all those others who may have 
been “saints” in our lives. It may 
have been a mother or father, 
sister or brother, son or daughter, 
next-door neighbor, good friend, 
grandparent, uncle or aunt, cousin, 
teacher, or student — the list is 
endless. We have been blessed in 
our lives with people who have 
shown us what it means to be a 
good Christian, what it means to 
be a good steward. During this 

month of November, we need to 
thank God for those people in our 
lives. In fact, we need to thank God 
period, which is another important 
element of this month.

Toward the end of the month 
we celebrate what is mainly a 
secular holiday, Thanksgiving, 
but this national holiday is 
so grounded in our Christian 
stewardship tradition. This year is 
the 156th anniversary of the first 
official Thanksgiving in the U.S., as 
proclaimed by President Abraham 
Lincoln in 1863, during the horrors 
of the Civil War. In the beginning 
of that proclamation, President 
Lincoln stated, “To these bounties, 
which are so constantly enjoyed that 
we are prone to forget the source from 
which they come, others have been 

added, which are of so extraordinary 
a nature, that they cannot fail to 
penetrate and soften even the heart 
which is habitually insensible to the 
ever watchful providence of Almighty 
God.” Lincoln takes great care to 
recognize God’s presence in all of 
the “thanks.”

Couldn’t we say those words 
of Lincoln about our lives, about 
the life of our parish this year? In 
fact, we could say it every month. 
Stewardship is the appreciation of 
our many, many blessings, both 
personally and as a faith family. 

From the beginning of the 
month, when we thank God 
for the example of the saints 
and for the example of the 
“saints” in our lives, to the end 
of the month, when we thank 
God for basically everything 
we have and everything we 
are, November is a time to 
remember and to approach the 
Lord with a grateful heart. That 
is what stewardship really is — 
approaching God; approaching 
each day; approaching all those 
with whom we come in contact — 
with grateful and loving hearts.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Lio Faletoi

A Month Filled with Gratitude
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
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Committing to Live as Disciples: Our Annual Stewardship Renewal
As many of us have discovered, gratefully sharing 

our gifts — living the stewardship way of life — 
leads to peace and joy; we find that we are truly blessed 
when we give of ourselves in gratitude for what we 
have been given. God is always calling us forward, and 
the Stewardship Renewal is a perfect opportunity for 
us to discern how we answer His call. Our stewardship 
way of life is about actively following Jesus, step by 
step, wherever He leads.

Periodically, we need to re-examine the ways in 
which we are living out stewardship, which is the reason 
for this Stewardship Renewal. You will be receiving in 
the mail your Stewardship Renewal packet. Enclosed 
in this packet is a brochure that will lead you through 
that self-examination. It is a time to ask how we can 
better use our time, talent and treasure.

• Do I make time for prayer? By myself and with 
my family?

• Is my talent at work in our parish actively 
building the Church?

• Do I give a proportionate amount of my 
treasure to the weekly offertory?

How do I use my Commitment Card?
Your Commitment Card allows you to make 

commitments to prayer, parish ministries, and 
offertory giving. It is designed to be used by the 
whole family.

Time Section:  Except for the ill and 
homebound, everyone should be able to check 
“Come to Mass on Sundays and Holy Days.” Try 
to check at least a few other items. Daily prayer 
should be a priority for every person trying to 
grow closer to God.

Talent Section:  You can either sign up for 
new ministries or re-commit to your current 
ministries. Be sure to write your first name next 
to the ministry! This is especially important if 
more than one person is using the card.

Treasure Section:  Clearly print how much 
money you plan to give each week or month to 
our parish. 

Every parish family receives a special 
“Stewardship Package” in the mail that further 
explains our parish’s vision of stewardship. It 
includes a booklet that describes every ministry 
in the parish, as well as your Commitment Card.

Stewardship Starts at Home

2 0 19  S T E WA R D S H I P  R E N E WA L

St. Michael the Archangel Parish
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Committing to Live as Disciples: Our Annual Stewardship Renewal
Is your prayer life in need of a tune-up?

Honestly ask yourself, “How much time do I spend in prayer 
each week?” The answer is probably a bit embarrassing. Everyone 
wants to spend more time in prayer, but there’s just never enough 
time to do everything we want to do. Good intentions are just that: 
intentions. This year, as you’re discerning how you will offer your 
time to God, resolve to follow through with your commitments. 
Consider each moment you spend in prayer as nourishment for your 
soul. The spiritual health of our parish is only as strong as the sum of 
its parts (individual parishioners).  

Is your level of parish involvement in need of a boost?
We give our talents back to God when we get involved in 

ministries at St. Michael the Archangel. And, with a host of ministries 
to choose from, there’s something for everyone. Sure, ministries give 
parishioners opportunities to serve others in the community, but 
they also benefit those in the ministry itself. Ask anyone who actively 
participates in a ministry at St. Michael the Archangel, “Why do you 
enjoy serving in this way?” They’ll probably say, “I get more out of 
the ministry than the people I serve.” This year, as you’re discerning 
how you will offer your talents to God, considering signing up for 
a ministry that may benefit you, like a Bible study, prayer group, 
or retreat. Or, contribute to an outreach ministry, where your good 
deeds not only help others in the community, but also give you 
feelings of satisfaction and thankfulness. 

Do you give a percentage of your income to the offertory?
It may be hard to see offertory giving as a way to “help yourself,” 

but when we approach the subject from a spiritual viewpoint, it can 
lead to individual spiritual growth and an increase in faith. Even 
the most savvy business person worries about his or her personal 
finances from time to time. Adding a weekly offertory check to the 
list of monthly bills may seem difficult but, ultimately, sacrificial 
giving forces us to cut unnecessary spending, create a budget and 
have faith that God will help us make it through the month. All 
of these are good things for each of us, individually. And after 
faithfully giving to the offertory for a few months, many Catholics 
find that it’s not only possible to give a weekly offering, but also that 
the fruits of their gift far outweigh the expense. Most of all, we give 
because we believe God comes first in everything, even finances.

Commitment Weekend is 
November 23-24. Don’t forget 

to bring your Commitment 
Card to Mass!

2019 Commitment Card
My Offering of Time, Talent & Treasure

Talent (continued)
Talent (continued)

= Currently Involved  = Interested in Joining

= Currently Involved  = Interested in Joining

Clearly write the first name of family member(s) on the line.

Clearly write the first name of family member(s) on the line.

After completion, please bring this card to Mass or mail using the envelope provided. You may also complete it online at stmichaelparishkona.org. Thank you and God bless!

LITURGY (continued)
   Lectores y Anunciadores
   Music Ministry
   Música/Coro
   Wedding Ministry

ENVIRONMENT
   Building Repair and Maintenance
   Church Cleaners
   Limpieza de la Iglesia
   Grounds Beautification
   Mantenimiento de Terrenos

OFFICE
   Gift Shop
   Media Team
   Office Assistants Ministry
   Special Events

SOCIAL CONCERNS
   Charity Walk
   El Encuentro Matrimonial en Español
   Global Solidarity
   Knights of Columbus
   St. Elizabeth of Hungary Fraternity of Secular Franciscans

OUTREACH MINISTRIES
   Food Pantry
   Malama Na Keiki
   Meals That Heal
   Sharing Garden
   The Friendly Place Lunches

CATHOLIC SOCIAL JUSTICE
   Anti-Human Trafficking
   Homelessness to Housing
   Legislative Advocacy
   Malama Ohana
   Moms and Tots
   Tutor Program

FORMATION
   Adult Confirmation
   Adult Faith Formation Committee
   Baptism Preparation Ministry
   Bible Study
   Boy Scouts of America
   Catechists 
   Comprehensive Youth Ministry
   Family Faith Formation Committee
   Men’s Fellowship Group
   RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
   RCIA for Children Ages 7-17
   St. Peter’s by the Sea Mission
   "The Word We Proclaim" Liturgical Scripture Study

PRAYER
   Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
   Charismatic Prayer Group
   Children’s Rosary
   Consecration to God the Father
   Grupo de Oración en Español
   Neighborhood Traveling Rosary
   Rosario en Español
   Rosary Prayer Group
   Seven Sisters Apostolate

PARISH LEADERSHIP 
    Capital Campaign Committee
    Finance Council
    Liturgy Committee
    Pastoral Council
    Stewardship Committee

continued on next panel

Mailing Address

City   State  ZIP

First & Last Name

Phone

Email

Spouse: First & Last Name

Spouse: Phone

Spouse: Email

St. Michael the Archangel Parish

Stewardship Starts at Home

St. Michael the Archangel Parish
75-5769 Ali`i Drive, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740

(808) 326-7771  |  stmichaelparishkona.org
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Celebrating the Feast of St. Leo the Great,
 Pope of Rome, Nov. 10

Regarded as one of the best 
administrators of the ancient 

Church, St. Leo the Great dis-
played tireless dedication as pope. 
From securing true Christian be-
liefs and settling doctrinal contro-
versies as a Doctor of the Church, 
to defending Rome against bar-
barian attack and his commit-
ment to the spiritually centered 
pastoral care of his people, St. Leo 
the Great provides a wonderful 

— and historically significant — 
example of a Church administra-
tor who used his skills to reinforce 
the essential connections between 
spirit and structure. This resolute 
upholding of the faith earned him 
the title of “the Great.” Indeed, 
Leo himself held that everything 
he did as pope was to represent 
St. Peter, in whose place he acted, 
and to represent Christ, the head of the Mystical Body.

A native of Tuscany, Leo was believed to have 
been born around the year 400. The earliest known 
information about Leo is that he was a deacon under 
Pope Celestine I and Pope Sixtus III. During his time 
as a deacon, he was already recognized for his skills 
in mediation when the emperor designated him with 
the task of settling a dispute between the two highest 
officials in Gaul.

In the year 440, upon the death of Pope Sixtus 
III, Leo was unanimously elected by the people as 
the pope’s successor. Just weeks later, he would en-
ter upon a pontificate lasting 21 years. This timespan 
would prove to be a crucial era for the centralization 
of the government in the Roman Church.

Importantly, Leo’s recorded papal letters and ser-
mons have survived through the centuries, thus pro-
viding key historical sources regarding his career and 
personality. In fact, his particular prose style — cursus 

leonicus — would have a lasting 
impact on ecclesiastical language.

A major priority during Leo’s 
papacy was to sustain the unity 
of the Church — he was devoted 
to combating the heresies that 
threatened this unity. He was also 
a tireless champion of almsgiving, 
fasting and prayer, while clearly 
and concisely expounding Catho-
lic doctrine. Leo put much of what 
he said and wrote into action as 
well, as he invited and encouraged 
bishops to meet and consult with 
him in person. These committed 
efforts took place largely in the 
shadow of the Western Empire›s 
approaching collapse, and Leo 
would serve as a steadfast repre-
sentative of lawful authority dur-
ing this turbulent era.

Indeed, a crucial point of Leo’s 
papacy occurred during the invasion of Italy in 452. 
As Attila and his forces made their way to Rome, hav-
ing already overrun several cities, the ruler of the 
Huns demanded a dowry from the reigning emperor. 
As a result, three envoys were sent to negotiate with 
Attila — one of which was Pope Leo I. While the exact 
nature of the envoys’ negotiations with Attila are not 
known, historians often credit Leo with compelling 
Attila to withdraw from invading Rome. And while 
the Vandals would sack the city of Rome just three 
years later, it is believed that Leo’s assertiveness and 
influence also helped to repress murder and blood-
shed during this invasion.

Even as he maintained courage in the face of such 
challenges, Leo continually worked to address the 
everyday needs, concerns and interests of his people. 
He died in the year 461, most probably on Nov. 10 

— which is celebrated in the Catholic Church as the 
feast day of St. Leo the Great. 
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Meet Parishioner Don Diedrick 
Always Holding Onto His Faith

As a retired commercial airline 
pilot, Holy Rosary parishioner 

and recent recipient of the Bishop’s 
Island Treasure Award, Don Diedrick, 
has lived and traveled all over the 
world. In every place he has landed, 
one thing has always remained the 
same — his unwavering devotion to 
the Catholic faith.

Raised by Catholic parents in his 
native Jamaica, Don credits his years 
of Catholic school for giving him a 
deep love and appreciation for an 
active faith life.

“I went to a Catholic high school 
thanks to the [financial] sacrifice of 
my dad,” Don says. “It worked out 
well for me. Had I not gone to that 
school, I may not have participated 
as much in the Church. My parents 
were not regular church-goers, so 
the school clearly had an influence 
on my outlook. It was run by Jesuit 
priests very dedicated to service, and 
there is no question that example 
rubbed off on me.”

In 1979, Don’s career as a pilot 
with Air Jamaica led he and his wife, 
Jennifer, to move from their native 
island to Florida. Later, a transfer 
to American Airlines brought the 
couple to Chicago, where they lived 
for 25 years. While there, Don found 
himself immersed in the life of the 
couple’s neighborhood parish.

By serving as a lector and singing 
in the choir of his Chicago church, 
Don found his personal faith life 
continue to deepen.

“That choir was probably the 
best thing that happened to me,” 
Don says. “When I look back now, I 
see that it was such an instrumental 
part of my spirituality. When we 
were singing, it was almost like 
saying a prayer. It was so beautiful 
and inspirational — I would 
recommend that to anyone.”

While our small Holy Rosary 
Mission church doesn’t have a choir, 
Don quickly became involved in 
other aspects of parish life following 
the Diedricks’ move to Hawai’i in 
2013. He continues to enjoy lectoring 
and also participates in the Thursday 
evening Liturgical Scripture Study. 

“The Bible Study is really 
helpful for filling in the blanks,” 
Don says. “The people presenting 
are so educated. You get such a 
wide perspective and it constantly 
expands your knowledge. We 
review the Bible readings for that 
Sunday’s Mass and get to see the 
bigger picture. It is a bit of a drive 
for me, but it is certainly worth it!”

Now that Don and Jennifer 
have laid down roots in Hawai’i, 
their traveling days are far from 
over as they enjoy the benefits of 
Don’s years of airline service and 
continue to explore the world. 
Wherever they may go, however, 
Don makes it a priority to attend 
Sunday Mass. In some countries 
he has visited, this has even meant 
walking a long distance on foot 
just to reach the church! 

For Don, making the effort to 
keep his faith at the forefront is 
simply a part of everyday life.

“We need to try to live a good 
life, the best we can,” he says. “We 
can only do our best and hope for 
the best. When it doesn’t work out 
perfectly, God is there. He is very 
forgiving and allows you to come 
back all the time, and life goes on.”

Now well into his retirement, 
Don has shifted his focus from 
this life to the next, placing even 
more emphasis on embracing his 
Catholic faith every day.

“I’m looking way ahead now,” 
he says. “I’m looking beyond 
this life and thinking about the 
next one. That’s my guidepost 
right now. It is now automatic for 
me, taking part in Mass and the 
sacraments and so forth. I’m just 
trying to continue the journey.”

Holy Rosary parishioner Don Diedrick is a recent 
recipient of the Bishop’s Island Treasure Award.
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Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. • Sunday: 7 a.m. (Hawaiian/English), 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. (English), 12:00 noon and 6 p.m. (Spanish) 

 Daily: Mon-Sat 7 a.m. • Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri 12 p.m.  • Confessions: Saturday 9-9:30 a.m.
Immaculate Conception Mission: Sunday 8 a.m. • Holy Rosary Mission: Sunday 10 a.m.

Bible Study  continued from front cover

“Jeff Cavins was born Catholic, and then left the 
Church to become a Protestant pastor,” Hin says. “After 
studying the Bible thoroughly, he realized he should 
return to the Catholic faith. He has an interesting 
perspective to share.”

Afterwards, they have a discussion based on what 
they have learned, sharing the insights they have gained 
to strengthen one another’s faith in Christ. 

“We have learned so much from this study, and it has 
helped us grow in our relationship with God,” Hin says. 
“It is such a great study. We originally started it because 
we wanted to encourage the members of our parish to 
read the Bible more often. A good Bible study like this can 
be very hard to come by in parishes these days.”

Over the last several years, they have used the 
Ascension Press materials to delve into a number of 
books of the Bible, such as Matthew, Ephesians, and 
the letters of St. Paul. This fall, they covered Mary: A 
Biblical Walk with the Blessed Mother. Their next study 
will focus on the early Church Fathers and their 
writings, as well as some of the major events in early 
Church history. 

“We really like the Ascension Press study guides 
because they show how the Scriptures tie into the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church,” Hin says. “They help 
you understand the ‘bigger picture’ of what your faith is 
all about, and what salvation history means. They enable 
you to see the Bible from a Catholic point of view.” 

Those who would like to draw nearer to Our Lord through these meaningful studies may contact 
Hin and Sally Cheung at 714-308-5493 or visit https://ascensionpress.com/pages/bible-studies. 

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/bible-studies

