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Meet Parishioner Jean Kreuzer

For Jean Kreuzer, being 
involved at the parish 

is a way to channel her nat-
ural interests and talents in 
service of others. A recipi-
ent of an Island Treasures 
award last December, Jean 
enjoys the opportunity to 
serve the local community 
and grow in fellowship with 
other parishioners.

“I have met some amaz-
ing people by becoming ac-
tive in our parish community,” Jean says. 
“Their generosity and talent are truly in-
spiring. It has also introduced me to as-
pects of our parish and community that I 
would have not been exposed to any other 
way. I am glad I belong to a faith commu-
nity that is able to help others in so many 
different ways.”

Jean and her husband, Jay, moved to 
Kona from the Chicago suburbs in 2011. 

One of the first things she 
did while preparing to move 
was to find a home parish. 

“I stopped by the par-
ish office to register,” she 
says. “After giving our 
identifying information, I 
was asked, ‘What can you 
do for the parish?’ I was 
a bit taken aback by this 
question. We had never 
belonged to a stewardship 
parish before, so had never 

been asked this question. Since there is so 
much food waste in America, I have felt 
for a long time that no one in the United 
States should go hungry, so I offered to 
help with the food pantry. At that time, 
St. Michael’s distributed grocery bags of 
food on Fridays at Mokuaikaua Church. 
I met many parishioners there and that 
opened up many other opportunities to 
volunteer.”

Jean Kreuzer with her husband, Jay

Channeling Her Interests and Talents to Serve Others

http://stmichaelparishkona.org
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Currently, Jean works with fellow parishioner Ei-
leen Herzog to prepare and serve lunch at The Friend-
ly Place Resource Center, which helps people and 
families facing homelessness. She has been volunteer-
ing at The Friendly Place for the past six years. She is 
also able to grow in faith together with other parish-
ioners through the Neighborhood Rosary group and 
the Thursday morning Bible study presented by Hin 
and Sally Cheung. She also participates in the Meals 
that Heal and the Mālama Nā Keiki outreach pro-
grams. These ministries have allowed her to develop 
her personal interests in a way that helps others.

“I enjoy cooking and baking, so the Tuesday 
lunch and Meals that Heal programs are a good fit for 
me,” says Jean. “Helping children succeed in school is 
also important. The Mālama Nā Keiki program does 
that by providing backpacks of meals and snacks for 
the weekend to students who are in need. Hearing 
from teachers that children who are food insecure 
have improved academic performances if they have 
something to eat on weekends helps me realize how 
important this program is, and that little things can 
make a difference.

“These volunteer activities put a human and local 
face on problems facing our community and country,” 
she adds. “As a citizen and parish member, it is impor-
tant to me to remember that small things, such as bak-
ing brownies, can make a difference to someone who 
is struggling. My talents may not be extraordinary, but 

I hope I can help someone in a small way, even if it is 
just for a moment.”

Jean encourages parishioners to look for some 
small way to get involved, for even a seemingly-
minor effort is a great way to reach out to our parish 
and local community!

“There are so many opportunities within St. Mi-
chael to help others — just give one little thing a try.” 
she says. “If it isn’t a good match for you, try some-
thing else. I started out small — just registering people 
who came for groceries and baking some cookies. The 
many mahalos I have received over the years, and the 
people I have met, have made a difference in my life.”

Meet Parishioner Jean Kreuzer continued from front cover

 Jean and her fellow volunteers who prepare and serve lunch 
at The Friendly Place on the first Tuesday of the month

“There are so many opportunities within St. Michael to help others — just 
give one little thing a try. If it isn’t a good match for you, try something else. 

I started out small — just registering people who came for groceries and 
baking some cookies. The many mahalos I have received over the years, and 
the people I have met, have made a difference in my life.” — Jean Kreuzer
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As August dawns upon us, I’m 
shocked by the simple reality 

that we’ll be making the transition 
back into the swing of our usual 
routines — school, parish minis-
tries, etc. — so soon! How has this 
happened? Wasn’t it just yesterday 
that the kids were being let out of 
school and we all enjoyed days out 
in the sun?

I once heard from a psycholo-
gist that time seems to pass more 
quickly as we get older because 
we’re experiencing fewer “firsts.” 
When we’re continually experienc-
ing new things, time tends to stand 
still while we’re living them. After 
we’ve repeated those events nu-
merous times, they don’t faze us 
much anymore — and before we 
know it, months have passed, sea-
sons have changed, and it’s time to 
start the annual cycle again.

Yet, we should not allow our 
time to be something that sim-
ply evades our grasp, trickling 
through our fingers. After all, 

time itself — every moment on 
this earth — is a gift from God. 
We each have 24 hours today and 
seven days this week to use how-
ever we please. Not one of us gets 
more time than another. 

As we proceed through Au-
gust, anticipating the re-start of 
our routines, there is cause to look 
back and see how we chose to use 
our time these last few months. 

Did we set aside time to pray? 
Have we allowed for time to serve 
others? Did we devote time each 
day to serve God?

When we assess the use of our 
time, we must make a spiritual ex-
amination — “Have I been a good 
steward of the time given to me?” 
Maybe now is a good time to make 
some changes in our lives and get 
more involved. There is no better 
time than right now to seek out 
ways to serve God, our parish, and 
those around us. This is what it 
means to be a good steward!

This month — and always — 
remember to keep God in your 
hearts, in your minds, and on your 
tongue as we continue our stew-
ardship journey as a parish family. 
Please pray for me as I pray for you.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Lio Faletoi

August: The Gift of Time
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
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All liturgical ministers commit 
to being examples of Chris-

tian living in faith and conduct 
when they are commissioned to 
serve at the parish. Part of that ku-
leana is to seek out opportunities of 
personal faith formation in order to 
grow in knowledge and awareness 
of the rich history of our Christian 
faith. A deep knowledge of Sacred 
Scripture allows us to participate 
more fully in our liturgical activi-
ties as we serve. For this reason, our 
parish now offers The Word We Pro-
claim Liturgical Scripture Study  as 
an opportunity to better form our 
minds and hearts. 

This new study group is main-
ly dedicated to the Bible readings 
for Sunday Mass, but the discus-
sion usually goes much deeper. 
The conversation is led by our dea-
con candidate, Sándor Hernández 
Morales, who explains, “We con-
sider the Sunday Bible readings in 
the context of that week’s Sacred 
Liturgy. Our discussion makes the 
connections between the readings 
and everything else. We look at 
feast days in the Church calendar, 
the relevant liturgical prayers and 
texts at Mass, cultural and histori-
cal context, lives of the saints, arts 
and humanities, and any other 
resources that enrich our under-
standing of what we are celebrat-
ing as we come together to wor-
ship God that week.”

Utilizing many different tools at 
our disposal, Sándor plans the dis-
cussion based on what is happen-
ing in the liturgical calendar with a 
universal perspective that includes 
the many different rites and tradi-
tions that make up the Catholic 
Church.  

“Sometimes we just come to-
gether and read from the Bible and 
the discussion focuses on the Word 
all by itself. Other times we include 
videos, works of art from different 
periods that deal with the read-
ings or the feast we are celebrating. 
Perhaps we discuss the writings 
of the saints, important historical 
events, poetry, music, even scien-
tific achievements or anything else 

that may have connections with 
that week’s liturgy. We talk about 
how our common faith is lived out 
in different cultures by looking at 
customs and rituals that have de-
veloped within the Church in other 
parts. We discuss our rich Catho-
lic culture that is truly universal 
and will enrich our awareness of 
the Scriptures and the many layers 
that have developed our faith, our 
Church, and the Bible itself. Some-
times we talk about how Church 
feasts are celebrated throughout 
the world, or we may talk about the 
traditions of the Eastern Churches 
within Christendom and how they 
celebrate our shared faith.” 

The experience is intended to 
make the universality of our faith 
come alive and emphasize the 
reason why the word “Catholic” 
means “universal.”  

“Before we had the Bible, we al-
ready had the People of God from 
whom the Tradition of the Church 
was born. This is how these sacred 
texts came to be. The work of the 
People of God and the action of the 
Holy Spirit working through these 
people is how God revealed Him-
self to us and how the Bible was pro-
duced for all of us to come to know 
God. Then God gave us the fullness 
of His revelation in the Person of Je-
sus of Nazareth. Today we continue 
to have the Church that lives out 
that revelation. The Catholic Church 

The Word We Proclaim Liturgical Scripture Study
E LAWE I KE AʻO A MĀLAMA, A E ʻOI MAU KA NAʻAUAO

They who take their teachings and apply them, increase their knowledge. —ʻŌlelo Noʻeau

Meetings are Thursday nights at Immaculate 
Conception Hall in Hōlualoa from 6:15-7:45 p.m.



5

The Word We Proclaim Liturgical Scripture Study
E LAWE I KE AʻO A MĀLAMA, A E ʻOI MAU KA NAʻAUAO

They who take their teachings and apply them, increase their knowledge. —ʻŌlelo Noʻeau

contributes so much to the world in 
ways that we have forgotten about in 
our current times. There have been 
so many discoveries, institutions, 
art and services that improve hu-
man life throughout our history that 
have their beginnings and historical 
development within the Catholic 
Church, that many times have con-
nections with the liturgical life that 
we celebrate each week. I approach 
this conversation by delving into the 
richness of this reality to immerse 
ourselves in the Tradition and tra-
ditions of the Word we proclaim at 
Mass, and fully enter into what we 
are celebrating each week when we 
gather for Eucharist.”  

Sándor goes on to explain, “This 
is a mixture of what I have learned 
throughout the years studying the-
ology in places like Steubenville, 
Austria, Miami and right here in 
Hawai'i. Deacon Mike Ross had 
been nudging me to put my formal 
academic training in theology for 
use at our parish. After his death, 
there was a need to provide an op-
portunity for enrichment for litur-
gical ministers that I perceived as 
a call to serve. Although this study 
group is very different than what 
Deacon Mike did at the parish, I 

often think of him as a source of in-
spiration for his wisdom and genu-
ine willingness to serve. His shoes 
are way too big for me to fill, but I 
hope the Lord provides us with just 
a speck of the love and devotion 
Deacon Mike had to share. Every 
week we each learn so much from 
one another! Truly, this is a wonder-
ful opportunity to enter the world 
of the Bible and experience the Sa-
cred Liturgy with a fuller aware-

ness of God’s revelation and our 
rich Catholic culture.”

Although people active in litur-
gical ministries such as lectors, mu-
sicians, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, ushers, hospital-
ity, church cleaners, and all other min-
isters connected to the Sacred Liturgy 
are the “target audience,” anyone and 
everyone is always welcome to at-
tend each week (or maybe just once or 
twice). Hope to see you there!

Sándor pictured at the Beit She'an Archaeological Site in Northern Israel.

Meetings are Thursday nights at Immaculate Conception Hall in Hōlualoa from 6:15-7:45 p.m. (with some 
exceptions in the summer months). Please check our bulletin, website, or call the parish office for scheduling details.
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The Faith Journey of St. Genesius
Being a performer and a 

comedian may sound like a 
fun way to make a living.

St. Genesius, an outstanding 
actor, playwright and comedian 
in late Imperial Rome, certainly 
did have some fun for a while. 
But his career and life came to 
an abrupt end when his work 
ultimately led him to Christ.

Genesius was a comedian of 
some renown, but in the fourth 
century, Christians were often 
discouraged from becoming 
actors because ancient Roman 
comedy was highly sexual, 
crude and offensive.

In the year 303, Emperor 
Diocletian launched what 
would be the last great 
Roman persecution against 
the Christian Church. So, Genesius used the 
persecution as an opportunity to write a comedy 
about Christianity. He thought it might attract the 
attention of the Emperor, increase his fame, and make 
him some money in the process.

Genesius approached leaders of the Christian 
community in Rome and presented himself as a 
catechumen seeking Baptism. He was then invited into 
a period of instruction in the faith, in order to learn the 
beliefs of the Christians. He was particularly taken by the 
idea of Baptism. But at the time, he had no plans to convert 
to the faith – it was all just a part of his plan to research new 
material to use for his comedy.

But a strange thing happened to Genesius as he began 
to work on his play, which was to be a comedy on Baptism. 
As Genesius began teaching the other actors about 
Baptism, he began to believe, and a desire to be baptized 
grew within his heart.

The opening night of the play was a great success, 
with Emperor Diocletian in attendance. But at some point 

during the play, the Holy Spirit 
touched Genesius. He was no 
longer acting.

“You fools, I wish to die 
a Christian,” Genesius said. 
When the other actors asked 
him why, he said, “All my life I 
have been a fugitive, and only 
today have I found God.”

Everyone, especially 
Emperor Diocletian, laughed 
as Genesius spoke. Genesius, 
standing in a pulpit designed 
to look like the goddess Venus, 
began to preach to the audience. 
He told the crowd how he once 
hated Christians and enjoyed 
insulting them. He told the 
crowd how he deserted his 
own family as a child because 
they were Christians.

From there, Genesius addressed Diocletian, 
stating that he wrote the play to mock Christians, 
but had been converted on the spot during the 
course of the play, by the power of Holy Spirit. “I 
now know that the Lord Jesus Christ is the true 
God, the Light, the Truth and the Mercy of all who 
have received His gift of Baptism,” Genesius said. 
“O great Emperor, believe in these mysteries! I will 
teach you, and you will know the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the true God.” 

Diocletian was furious and stopped the play, 
having the troupe arrested and beaten, while 
Genesius was condemned to torture. Through all of 
his sufferings, he continued to confess that Jesus was 
God. When this failed to break his spirit, Diocletian 
ordered Genesius be beheaded. His final words were, 
“Our Lord Jesus Christ is God and we shall have life 
in His name.” 

St. Genesius is the patron of comedians and actors. 
His feast day is Aug. 25.
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Falling Deeper in Love: 
    Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Romantic candlelight dinners. 
Evening strolls while holding 

hands. Conversations that last 
into the wee hours of the morning. 
The early years of a relationship 
can be filled with wonderful 
moments of connection. 

But often, as the years pass, 
between the laundry, dishes, 
carpool schedules and bedtime 
routines, it can be easy to forget 
to invest in the relationship that 
started it all.  

Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter, or WWME, was 
originally founded in the 1960s 
as a weekend event, with the 
goal of helping empower couples 
to embrace the gifts and graces 
available in the Sacrament of 
Marriage. 

“The WWME weekend 
helps  to give people such a clear 
picture of what this wonderful 
relationship should be like,” says 
Tanya Barbero, who has been 
involved with WWME for many 
years and currently serves on 
one of the weekend presenting 
teams. “As a married couple, you 
have this gift that God gave you 
on your wedding day. And the 
way you open it up is by going on 
the WWME weekend, so you can 
understand the graces of that gift.”

This fall, for the first time in over 
25 years, a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekend will be held on 

the west side of Hawai`i, hosted at 
Annunciation Parish in Kamuela. 
Tanya and her husband, Lee, will 
serve as the weekend coordinators. 

The weekend, which begins on a 
Friday evening and goes through a 
Sunday afternoon, is an opportunity 
for couples to take time to focus 
on each other and deepen their 
relationship. 

“The premise of Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter is that it carves 
time away for husbands and wives 
to spend quality time together, to 
focus on the things that matter,” 
Tanya says. 

Learning to strengthen and 
deepen communication is one 
of the primary themes of the 
weekend.

“We teach couples a tool that 
helps them talk about difficult 
topics in a way that is meaningful 
and helps them to understand each 
other better, so that they can express 
some of the things that sometimes 
people hold back,” Tanya says. “It 
creates a safe place to talk about the 
things that really matter and helps 
to bring back some of the spark and 
the excitement of what life was like 
when they were first falling in love.”

Tanya and Lee Barbero serve to help other couples strengthen their 
relationships through Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekends.

continued on back cover
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Worldwide Marriage Encounter continued from page 7

The weekend is also an opportunity for couples to 
prioritize the role of faith in their marriage.

“It is about recognizing how God wants to be in the 
midst of all of it, as the third party in our marriage — we 
believe that marriage takes three,” Tanya says. “That’s the 
beauty in the Sacrament of Matrimony.”

According to Tanya, one of the most common 
misconceptions about Marriage Encounter is that it’s only 
for marriages that are struggling. 

“It’s meant for those of us who are doing our best and 
striving to be a good couple,”  Tanya says. “It gives us 
an opportunity to be better listeners and communicators, 
offers us opportunities to find those areas that maybe 
need some healing in our relationship, and also areas for 
us to celebrate.”

Tanya encourages couples to consider attending the 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend, which will be 
held at Annunciation Parish on Sept. 20-22. 

“Out of all of the gifts that my husband has given me 
throughout our years of marriage, the gift of attending 
and participating in a Marriage Encounter Weekend is by 
far the most precious and the most long-lasting,” Tanya 
says. “It’s something that every married couple deserves.”

If you would like more information, or to 
register for the WWME weekend, please 
visit: www.hawaiiwwme.org. The cost 
to register for the weekend is $100, and 
does not include lodging. Local couples 
can return home each night, and those 

traveling to Kamuela are responsible for 
finding their own accommodations.  

http://www.hawaiiwwme.org

