
Next Week’s Readings 

Reading I – Acts of the Apostles 2:14, 22-33 | Psalm – 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 
Reading II – 1 Peter 1:17-21 | Gospel – Luke 24:13-35 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
Established July 5, 1840  

 

 

Get Real! 

     Those of us who flatter ourselves that 

we have a “realistic” view of the world 

may listen to the First Reading today and 

say, “Get real!” when we hear Luke’s 

account of the early, Elysian days of the 

Christian movement.  All seems to be rosy, 

lots of wonders are performed, everyone 

shares selflessly, they eat together in 

“exultation,” and the Lord added to their 

numbers.  Well, who wouldn’t be attracted 

to a group like this? 

 

     From the wind that swept through the 

upper room at Pentecost as the Spirit of 

God blew over the face of the waters in 

Genesis, and the fire that appeared over 

each disciple as the light appeared at the 

dawn of creation, Luke’s intent in Acts is 

to show a new creation, a restoration of 

creation’s original goodness through the 

working of the Holy Spirit.  It is the Spirit 

who continues to make us into the Body of 

Christ.  We may occasionally, like Thomas 

in the Gospel, say, “Get real!” but our ulti-

mate reality in the Spirit is to work continu-

ally to make our Christian community a 

new creation, one in which others will find 

God’s joy and beauty. 

 

—Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. 

Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
Reading I – Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47 | Psalm – 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 

Reading II – 1 Peter 1:3-9 | Gospel – John 20:19-31 

 

“[O]ur ultimate reality in the 

Spirit is to work continually to 

make our Christian community a 

new creation...” 
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Life of Stewardship 
     The Christian steward approaches life with 

an “Easter vision” rooted in gratitude for the 

salvation our Lord has won for us through His 

death and Resurrection.  Today’s Readings on 

this Divine Mercy Sunday teach us how this 

approach plays out in daily life and remind us 

that we can have complete trust in the mercy 

of God to lead us, step-by-step, to heaven. 

     Certainly, it is challenging to live for 

heaven when the things of the earth—job 

stress, family crises, health troubles, political 

strife—loom large on the horizon.  We can 

find ourselves becoming cynical like the Apostle, Thomas, in our Gospel 

passage today—until he had an encounter with the merciful Savior.  We 

all recall the famous line from Thomas, who was not present with the 

other Apostles during Jesus’ first appearance after the Resurrection.  

Beaten down by the events of the last several days, Thomas refuses to 

believe that the others had indeed “seen the Lord” as they claimed. 

     Thomas stubbornly declares he would not believe their story about the 

Lord unless he placed his finger into the nail marks and his hand into His 

side.  Yet, these doubts did not repel our Lord.  They actually drew Him 

to Thomas in an extraordinary way.  Our merciful Lord saw that beneath 

the hubris in Thomas’ statement were pain and disappointment.  Our 

Lord is mercy itself.  And so He did not condemn Thomas, but calmed 

his doubts and fears, and allowed Thomas to actually touch those Sacred 

Wounds.  What amazing grace. 

     When we are tempted to give in to doubts to the faith for whatever the 

reason, all we need to do is seek the Lord—in prayer, in the sacraments, 

through the encouragement of our Christin communities—and just as he 

did for Thomas, our Lord will mercifully restore our Easter vision and 

fill us with His joy and peace. 

—Stewardship Reflections by The Catholic Steward and Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

An Easter Prayer 

O radiant dawn, shattering the night of sorrow, grief, 

and loss, rise in the darkness of this world and in our minds, 

to scatter all sin and sadness with 

Your Easter blessing of peace. 
 

O joy beyond all telling fill our hearts to overflowing 

with love beyond words.  May death flee 

at Your command when life eternal covers the earth 

as water covers the sea. 
 

Lord Jesus, risen and glorious, let Your truth take root 

in my life that Your Gospel may flourish and 

bear fruit in everything I say and do. 
 

Help me to recognize You in the poor, and in my 

brothers and sisters, no less than in the Eucharist, 

eternal memorial of Your abiding love and presence.  Amen. 
 

—Fr. Joseph R. Veneroso, M.M.; Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers 
 

 

This Weekend’s Online Masses 
* 2nd Sunday of Easter/ Divine Mercy Mass with Fr. Lio  

and Fr. Joe Badding:  on Sunday, April 19th at 9am: 

 

Facebook Live:  https://www.facebook.com/onecatholic 

ohana/live OR YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube. 

com/channel/UCjcrClzEjgT3GW2sKiyZ80A/live 

 

[NOTE:  Mass with Fr. Lio will be live-streamed every Sun-

day unless otherwise advised.] 

 

* 2nd Sunday of Easter/ Divine Mercy Mass with Bishop 

Silva:  April 19th at 9am—go to catholichawaii.org 

 

* 3rd Sunday of Easter: April 26th, 9am: catholichawaii.org 
 

 

Regular Masses CANCELLED 
     Daily/weekend Masses are cancelled and the Church is 

CLOSED until authorities advise we can return to work.  

The shutdown is in place till April 30th.  Visit the website 

for updates:  stmichaelparishkona.org. 

     Also cancelled:  Saturday Confessions / Adoration / no 

Faith Formation classes thru April 30th / Visits to the hospi-

tal, the homebound, Life Care Center are suspended / 

Funerals and Weddings are postponed or cancelled due to 

the shutdown of airline flights. 
 

 

Help Stock Our Food Pantry Shelves! 
     Our Food Pantry is in desperate need of canned and dry 

foods to ensure those most in need will have food to eat.  

Due to the stores limiting the number of items one can pur-

chase, the Food Pantry may have to shut down until more 

food becomes available.  PLEASE HELP!  If each person 

picks up one item, it would help tremendously for Wednes-

day’s distribution.  Items Needed:  Spam/ Vienna sausage/ 

pork & beans/ green beans/ corn/ rice/ Ramen/ mac & 

cheese/ tuna/ canned fruits/ pasta/ peanut butter/ canned 

soups/ snack items (chips, nuts, candies, cookies).  Drop off 

food at St. Michael’s back parking lot Monday, April 20th 

Easter Greetings! 
     Easter greetings, my brothers and sisters!  ALLELUIA—He is 

risen!!  Please know you continue to be in my prayers as I celebrate 

Mass each day at 6am and 6pm.  I will keep you in prayer and thank 

the Lord for you each day.  Be well.     —Fr. Lio 

Photo Above:  Pope Francis’ blessing “Urbi et Orbi” (to the City and the World) 

on March 27, 2020, in an empty St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. 

—CNS Photo/Guglielmo Mangiapane, Pool via Reuters 

https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=eefe9c6a5e&e=ffc52bbae9
https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=0a764fc7b8&e=ffc52bbae9
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   3. Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-

ception - go to nationalshrine.org/mass/  and click on the red 

box “Watch Mass Online” 
 

 

Virtual (Youth) Volunteer Week 2020 
     In response to the public health crisis, opportunities have 

been created by HMSA for youth (Grades K-12) to connect 

meaningfully to the needs in our communities.  Youth, their 

families, classes, and youth-serving community organizations 

across Hawaii are invited to participate in Virtual Volunteer 

Week Hawaii. 

 

     This will be launched during National Volunteer Week 

(April 19-25) and will celebrate the 50th anniversary of Earth 

Day.  Amidst the COVID-19 crisis, we know that youth can 

find creative ways to #RespondWithAloha while following the 

latest health and safety guidelines. 

 

     How Virtual Volunteer Week Works:  1. Create a simple 

volunteer activity to #RespondWithAloha; 2. Submit the form 

to receive your t-shirt and gift pack in the mail [To complete the 

form, go to bluezonesproject.com/bzphawaii, scroll down to 

“Virtual Volunteer Week Hawaii 2020” and click on the box.  

You’ll be able to complete the form online.]; 3. Complete your 

Virtual Volunteer service activity; 4. Share photos from your 

activity online with #RespondWithAloha and #Volunteer 

WeekHawaii 

 

     Service Ideas:  All types of service projects (Awareness, 

Service, Advocacy, or Philanthropy) focusing on any communi-

ty issue are welcome; here are a few resources to help you 

develop an idea:  *Volunteer Week Hawaii 2020; *Youth 

Service America: Act During the Coronavirus Crisis; 

*Youth Service America: Tips to Participate at Home; 

*Power 9 Virtual Volunteer Ideas for Your Keiki. 

 

     Questions?  Contact kokua@kanuhawaii.org 
 

 

Charity Walk Rescheduled 

Hawaii Island Visitors Bureau Charity Walk 

Saturday—November 14, 2020 

6:45am for Runners | 7:00am for Walkers 

At Queens’ Market Place 

 

     Charity Walk has been rescheduled for Sat—November 

14th, same time, same place.  Go online to support Catholic 

Charities and sign up to walk or support a walker until Novem-

ber 14th.  Catholic Charities-Hawaii anticipates more people 

than usual will need their assistance to stay housed and meet 

basic needs as our economy recovers from the pandemic. 

 

     This is our challenge.  For those who can support Charity 

Walk with our donations, do so.  We would like the Catholic 

Charities-Hawaii Grant from the Visitors’ Industry to exceed 

the $30,000 they received last year.  To do that, donations made 

to Catholic Charities-Hawaii solicitors online, like Fr. Lio or 

Shirley David or to other walkers who also sign up, must 

exceed $15,000. Are YOU up to the challenge? 
 

 

from 9-11am.  This a very difficult, stressful time for all of us, 

but there’s always someone in a more dire situation than you 

are.  Won’t you please find a way to give some food, even one 

can that you may have on your own pantry shelf that you can 

spare? Your help is much appreciated! 

 

 

Financial and Food Stamps Assistance 
     The Dept. of Human Services continues to serve residents 

throughout this crisis.  Apply online for Financial and Supple-

mental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits at 

humanservices.hawaii.gov/bessd/ -click on digital_fillable/ 

printableapplication_form on the DHS website.  Print and 

sign it, then mail it or drop it off at: 

 

     North Kona 2 Unit (664) 

     75-5722 Hanama Place, Suite 1105 

     Kailua-Kona, HI  96740-4127  |  PH: (808) 327-4980 

 

     South Kona Unit (633) / Captain Cook Civic Center 

     82-6130 Mamalahoa Highway, Building 2 

     Captain Cook, HI  96704  |  PH: (808) 323-7573 

 

Open 7:45am-4:30pm; there’s a reduction in staff at these pro-

cessing centers, but they’re working hard to manage the work-

load and provide reduced exposure for all.  Please be patient as 

the staff works quickly to process requests and applications. 
 

 

Individual and Family Grants 
     From ModestNeeds.org 
     Public housing residents and households who, because they 

are working and live just above the poverty level, are eligible to 

apply for an annual grant of up to $1,250 to cover unexpected/

emergency expenses and monthly bills unpaid due to extenuat-

ing circumstances within the past year.  Special consideration is 

given to persons living alone (single persons with no dependent 

children), public school teachers, and first responders.  Anyone 

can apply online at www.ModestNeeds.org 

 

     Contact information:  Crystal van Beelen / Dept. of Emer-

gency Management / Business PH:  808) 723-8956 / Fax: 

(808) 768-1492 / Email: cvanbeelen@honolulu.gov 
 

 

Celebration of Mass via the Media 
* Livestreamed Masses (go to catholichawaii.org): 

   1. Cathedral Basilica of Our Lady of Peace - Sundays at 9am 

 

   2. Cathedral Basilica on Oahu - Monday to Saturday at 8am 

 

* Mass with Bishop Robert Barron daily at 8:15am ET - go to 

wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 

 

* EWTN.com - Mass online [check the website for time] 

* EWTN Mass - Spectrum Channel 1408 [TV Guide for time] 

 

* USCCB directs people to go to: 

   1. watchthemass.com from the Catholic TV Network - 

Masses daily; go to the website to check the time 

 

   2. Vatican News Live Stream of Pope Francis’ Masses - go to 

“Pope Francis-Holy Mass” 
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Stewardship of Treasure 
April 11th—17th, 2020 

Bikeshare Hawaii Island 
     Offers Free Bike Rides 
     Riding bikes allows for much-needed exercise, providing 

both physical and mental health, while practicing social dis-

tancing.  The Bikeshare Program offers exercise and transpor-

tation to folks who do not have bikes, by offering a 3-month 

Unlimited 60 Minute Bike Ride membership to Hawaii Island 

residents starting April 10th through June 30th, 2020.  

Bikeshare Hawaii Island staff are following cleaning protocols 

to clean bikes and stations. 

 

     Visit hawaiiislandbikeshare.org to sign up for a free 3-

month membership.  Your membership can also be set up 

using the CycleFinder app.  Questions?  Call (888) 859-2453. 
 

 

Spiritual Communion 
     What is spiritual communion?  St. Thomas Aquinas des-

cribed it as “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the most Holy 

Sacrament and lovingly embrace Him” at a time or in circum-

stances when we cannot receive Him in sacramental Commun-

ion.  With the absence of public Masses in the Diocese of 

Honolulu, the opportunity for receiving spiritual communion 

is particularly appropriate. 

 

     Spiritual communion needs no special instruction; it only 

requires the same disposition as the actual reception of the sac-

rament and a turning to Jesus with the heart.  No particular 

prayer or formulary is required; however, to help focus a prop-

er intention, recitation of a prayer is suggested.  One of the 

most popular is that composed by St. Alphonsus Liguori: 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present 

in the Blessed Sacrament.  I love You above all things 

and I desire You with all my heart.  I embrace You 

as if You were already in my heart and unite myself 

to You completely.  Please do not let me ever be 

separated from You.  Amen. 

 

 

The REAL ID Deadline is Postponed 
     “Due to circumstances resulting from the COVID-19 pan-

demic and the national emergency declaration, the Dept. of 

Homeland Security ... is extending the REAL ID enforcement 

deadline beyond the current October 1, 2020 deadline.  I have 

determined that states require a twelve-month delay and that 

the new deadline for REAL ID enforcement is October 1, 

2021.  DHS will publish a notice of the new deadline in the 

Federal Register in the coming days. 

 

     “The federal, state and local response to the spread of the 

Coronavirus here in the United States necessitates a delay in 

this deadline.  Our state and local partners are working tire-

lessly with the Administration to flatten the curve and, there-

fore, we want to remove any impediments to response and 

recovery efforts.  States across the country are temporarily 

closing or restricting access to DMVs. This action will pre-

clude millions of people from applying for and receiving their 

REAL ID.  Extending the deadline will also allow the Depart-

ment to work with Congress to implement needed changes to 

expedite the issuance of REAL IDs once the current health cri-

sis concludes. —Statement by Acting Secretary of Dept. of 

Homeland Security Chad Wolf; Release Date:  March 26, 2020 

 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 
     Blessings on all who continue to give their weekly offer-

ings!  Your sacrificial giving in this difficult time, through 

mailed-in donations or through OnLine Giving, are gratefully 

received.  Your stewardship of treasure this past week totaled 

over $100,000!  (see above)  I continue to privately celebrate 

the Mass every day at 6am and 6pm, and I keep all of you in 

my prayers daily.  God bless you! —Fr. Lio 
 

 

Kupuna Shopping Hours 

     Some stores in the Kona area are offering special shopping 

hours for seniors and vulnerable populations: 

 

KTA:  Kailua-Kona:  Sunday & Wednesday 5-6am 

           Keauhou:  Sunday & Wednesday 6-7am 

Costco:  Tuesday & Thursday 8-10am 

Target:  Wednesday 7-8am 

Sack n’ Save:  Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 5-6am; 

          5% Senior Discount is available these days and times 

Safeway:  Tuesday & Thursday 6-9am 

Walmart:  Tuesday 6-7am 

 

 

Treasures From Our Tradition 

     One of the great Easter traditions is “mystagogy,” an ancient 

word meaning “reflection on the mysteries.”  It is a style of cate-

chesis, or passing on the faith.  People who have shared an experi-

ence, in this case those who have been baptized at Easter, are urged 

to recall their experience, reflect on its meaning, and apply their 

insights to their new way of life. 

 

     There is an aspect of an experience that is simply not available 

until you’ve had it.  For example, you may think you know wed-

dings inside out; you’ve been to dozens, seen hundreds in the mov-

ies or on television, but until you’ve said “I do” to another, there is 

a certain knowledge unavailable to you.  Those who go down into 

the waters of Baptism as adults have similar experiences; they have 

all taken baths before, but not like this one!  Mystagogy helps such 

persons to uncover the deep meaning of the experience, their sense 

of a new beginning, of God’s abundant love, of forgiveness, of 

community. 

 

     It takes time for the power of the Easter Vigil to work its won-

ders for us.  Those who are newly baptized are called “neophytes,” 

meaning “newly planted.”  The tender buds of spring need care and 

nurturing, and our new brothers and sisters need your prayer and 

your faithful example. 

 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

OFFERINGS  $6,955.75 

PARISH CENTER FUND 

DEBT REDUCTION 

$190.00 

$101,803.00 

TOTAL: $108,948.75 


