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Hispanic Prayer Group and Bible Study 
Brings Us Together in Faith

Community is an important part of our Catholic faith. In our parish we become a Christ-
centered `ohana. And what better way to grow as `ohana  than to pray together? For 

the past two years, St. Michael’s Spanish-speaking community has been blessed with a 
weekly prayer group — and, recently, a Bible study — that brings us together in faith.

“Prayer is needed for everyone, and having an opportunity for prayer in 
our language has really 
encouraged people to 
come and join us,” says 
parishioner René  Lemus. 
“Some of the older people 
in our community do not 
speak English, so they 
feel more comfortable and 
encouraged when there is a 
Spanish prayer group they 
can attend.”

Originally, the group 
met on the first Wednesday 
of each month, during our 
parish’s weekly Adoration 
time, which takes place from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

http://stmichaelparishkona.org
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Infant Baptism Ministry 
Welcoming the Newest Members of

Our `Ohana into the Church

For those of us who were welcomed into the 
Church as infants, our parents and godparents 

bore witness and took on the responsibility to teach us 
about Jesus and our Catholic faith. Here at St. Michael 
the Archangel, our infant Baptism preparation classes 
give families everything they need to know for the 
Sacrament of Baptism and beyond.

“The classes that we have for parents and 
godparents give them a better understanding of 
their part in nurturing their child’s faith,” says 
ministry leader Cheryl Appleby. “They will be the 
role models. They will form the very beginning of 
their child’s understanding of God and our Catholic 
community. They will lay the foundation for their 
child’s faith.”

The Infant Baptism Ministry provides formation 
for the parents and godparents of pēpē and keiki 
from birth to 6 years old. Baptisms at St. Michael are 
held every few months during one of our Sunday 
Sacred Liturgies. 

“It is a special time because our whole faith 
community can participate in this sacrament and 
welcome those children into the Church,” Cheryl says. 

Parents who wish to have their pēpē and keiki 
baptized at St. Michael are invited to meet with a 
pastoral staff member. They are given a Baptism 
intake packet to fill out — the packet contains a 
checklist that provides the parents and godparents 
with the requirements and information needed. 
Parents must be registered at our parish, or have a 
letter from their home parish that gives St. Michael 
approval to baptize their child. Parents must also 
provide a copy of their child’s birth certificate. 
Godparents must have completed all three 
Sacraments of Initiation — Baptism, Eucharist, and 
Confirmation. If they are married, they are required 

to be married in the Catholic Church and practicing 
the Catholic faith.

In addition to the intake packet, both parents and 
godparents must also attend a Baptism preparation 
class before the rite takes place. This class is usually 
held on the Sunday before the scheduled Baptism. 
If godparents do not live here and are unable to 
take the class at St. Michael, we ask that they take 
the class at their home parish, and have their parish 
send us a letter of verification. 

Cheryl first got involved with the ministry 
last July and finds joy in welcoming the newest 
members of our `ohana into the Church.

“I feel the Sacrament of Baptism is so special 
because it is the initiation and introduction of the 
child or adult coming into the Catholic faith and 
making his or her journey with the Holy Spirit,” she 
says. “It is a time of celebration of life in Christ.”

The ministry welcomes anyone who would be interested in giving of their time to help out! 
For more information, please call the parish office at 808-326-7771.



3

During a visit to Croatia when he was 
pope, St. John Paul II proclaimed, 

“Do not abandon yourselves to despair. 
We are the Easter people, and Alleluia 
is our song.” Are we really the Easter 
people? I think we should be.

This is still the Easter season and it 
continues throughout this month until 
Pentecost Sunday, May 31. What does 
that mean, however, to be Easter people? 
Being an Easter person has much to do 
with how we view our faith and how we 
live it out. Stewardship people are Easter people. 

Jesus is so alive for us on Easter Sunday morning. 
He needs to be alive for us and in us every day, and 
certainly in these days that follow Easter. At the time of 
His Resurrection, His followers did not whisper “He is 
risen” — they shouted it and rejoiced! That is how we 
need to approach our faith as well. 

During Lent leading up to Easter, we did not use 
Alleluia in our liturgies. We put it away until Easter, 
and I missed it. But then, it made it even better when 
it came back over and over on Easter and throughout 
this Easter season. St. John Paul II was telling us all 
that we are not just an Easter people, but we are also 
an Alleluia people. We are called to exemplify Alleluia 
in everything we do. Think about it. Who is an Alleluia 
person? Certainly, it’s someone who seems to just brim 
over with the Good News, constantly reflecting the joy 
of being a Christian and a Catholic. It is also possible to 
be an Alleluia person in quiet ways, but others do need 
to see that God is alive in us in everything we do.

Easter began with the Easter Vigil, but it did not 
end on Easter. That was the beginning. One indication 
to us that Easter is going on right now is a change in 
how we identify the Sundays throughout May. For 
many years, the Sundays that followed Easter during 
the Easter season were called the “Sunday after Easter.” 
When the Church adopted the new liturgical calendar, 

that was changed to “Sunday of Easter.” 
Thus, we are not winding down from 
Easter — we are in the midst of it.

We became Easter people at our 
Baptisms. We should be Easter people 
every day and every week and during 
every season. Being an Easter person is 
acknowledging our call to discipleship 
and stewardship. We should begin and 
end everything with Alleluia. Alleluia — 
Hallelujah — means quite simply “Praise 
to God.” It is not just something we sing, 

chant or say. It is something we live. By living our lives 
in praise of God — stewardship is, after all, a way of 
life — we can be and are an Easter people. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Lio Faletoi

Are We Truly an Easter People?
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
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 An `Ohana Returns to a Tradition of Faith and Service: Meet the Aragons

David and Christy Aragon have been 
parishioners at St. Michael the Archangel ever 

since they first moved to Kona in 1998. During their 
early years here, David’s work schedule did not 
allow him time off for Sunday Mass. Christy tried 
to bring the couple’s four young keiki to church on 
her own, but it was a struggle. When a promotion 
at work allowed David to attend Sunday Mass 
again, the Aragons made a decision — from then on, 
cultivating an active faith life would be a top priority 
for their family. Now David, Christy, and their keiki 
are all involved in parish life, and they wouldn’t 
have things any other way!

The Aragons’ participation in church life 
began in a natural way — with two teenagers still 
at home, they decided to begin helping with our 
Youth Ministry. Christy also began serving as an 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, and 
David became an usher and a Knight of Columbus. 
In addition, the couple’s son, Christian, serves as 
a lector for our youth Masses, and their daughter, 
Brooke, serves with Christy in the Hula Ministry.

Christy’s desire to serve at St. Michael the 
Archangel stems from a feeling of immense gratitude.

“Both David and I have just felt so blessed with 
what God has offered us in our family and in our 
lives,” she says. “So serving is a very tangible way 
to give thanks to God.”

For David, staying active in parish life is a way 
to bring his family closer together and closer to the 
Catholic faith that was so dear to his own parents. 
While the Aragons’ oldest two keiki are already 
grown and “out of the nest,” David is thankful for 
the opportunity to bring their two teenagers closer 
to the Church.

“I decided as a family we should go back, and 
the more we do, the more welcome we feel and the 
happier we are to be there,” he says. “It just made 
everything fit. The Church has been a part of my 
growing up all my life. So, one of the reasons we 
went back was to make sure that our two younger 
kids knew our faith and had a willingness to serve. 
The more we’re involved, the better I feel, because 
it makes them want to be there and do more.”

The Aragons are thankful for the quality family 
time that the church allows them to carve out of 
their busy schedules of work, school, and kids’ 
activities. Though each one of them may be serving 
at a different ministry in the Sacred Liturgy — 
with Christy as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion, David ushering, and Christian and 
Brooke serving at the altar — attending Holy Mass 
is something that brings them all together. 

In addition to strengthening their own family 
ties, the Aragons feel that their participation in 
parish life has given them a much bigger `ohana.

“I decided as a family we should go back, and the more we do, the more 
welcome we feel and the happier we are to be there,” he says. “It just made 
everything fit. The Church has been a part of my growing up all my life. So, 

one of the reasons we went back was to make sure that our two younger kids 
knew our faith and had a willingness to serve. The more we’re involved, the 

better I feel, because it makes them want to be there and do more.” 
— DAVID ARAGON
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 An `Ohana Returns to a Tradition of Faith and Service: Meet the Aragons

“Stepping into ministries has helped me get to 
know the parishioners on a different level, in a more 
intimate way,” Christy says. “Church stopped being 
somewhere to go just to check off the list. In these last 
years that we’ve started joining ministries, the parish 
has become a faith community and a family for me.”

Knowing well the many rewards he has experienced, 
David encourages all parishioners to a more active and 
deeper way of living the disciple's life of stewardship 
by serving in one of our many ministries.

“I always thought I couldn’t help out until I 
retired, but that’s not true,” David says. “People 
should try to see what’s out there that interests  
them. All of the ministries are so welcoming. Once 
you go to a meeting, you’re a part of the group.   
    “When we first started going to church, we would 
go to Mass and come back home and felt good about 

that,” he adds. “But the more I started being able to 
go back to church, it made me feel good to know 
the people at church knew who I was and who my 
family was. It’s a sense of community.”

David and Christy are grateful that they — and their 
keiki — have found a warm, vibrant faith community 
here at St. Michael the Archangel. In becoming active 
members of the parish, they have continued the Aragon 
`ohana's tradition of faith and service. 

“Every so often, I look at David and think, 
‘Your mom would be so proud,’ because it was 
his mom who did so much in her parish when she 
was alive,” Christy says. “So sometimes, I look at 
my children and tell them that their grandmother 
would be so proud of all they are doing. These two 
have been able to build their own network in this 
faith community.”

The Aragon `ohana — (from left) Nicole, Brooke, Christian, Davelynn, Christy, and David
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Finding God
DURING A CRISIS

‘A‘ohe mea ‘imi a ka maka.
Nothing more for the eyes to search for.
Everything one desires is already in his presence.

—`ŌLELO NO`EAU (NATIVE HAWAIIAN PROVERB)

Adversity is part of life. 
Sometimes we face family 

strife, financial issues, a personal 
or family medical crisis, or we may 
suffer the loss of a loved one. The 
thought of being isolated and kept 
away from coming together in 
Communion for the Sacred Liturgy, 
to receive the Holy Eucharist, 
because of a crisis, is something 
that was beyond our imagination. 
And yet, here we find ourselves 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Right now, it can be challenging 
to remain a faithful disciple. Some 
have wondered, where has God 
been during these turbulent times? 
Where do we turn? How did this 
come about?

During the Liturgy of the 
Lord’s Passion at the Vatican this 
year, the Preacher of the Papal 
Household for the past three popes, 
Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM 
Cap., delivered a meditation that 
delved deeply into this very topic. 
He explained:

“While he was painting 
frescoes in St. Paul’s Cathedral 
in London, the artist James 
Thornhill became so excited at 
a certain point about his fresco 
that he stepped back to see it 
better and was unaware he was 
about to fall over the edge of the 
scaffolding. A horrified assistant 
understood that crying out to 
him would have only hastened 

the disaster. Without thinking 
twice, he dipped a brush in paint 
and hurled it at the middle of 
the fresco. The master, appalled, 
sprang forward. His work was 
damaged, but he was saved.

God does this with us 
sometimes — He disrupts our 
projects and our calm to save us 
from the abyss we don’t see. But 
we need to be careful not to be 
deceived. God is not the one who 
hurled the brush at the sparkling 
fresco of our technological 
society. God is our ally, not the 
ally of the virus! He Himself 
says in the Bible, ‘I have... plans 
for your welfare and not for 
woe’ (Jeremiah 29:11). If these 
scourges were punishments of 
God, it would not explain why 
they strike equally good and 
bad, and why the poor usually 
bear the worst consequences 
of them. Are they more sinners 
than others?

The One who cried one day 
for Lazarus’ death cries today 
for the scourge that has fallen on 
humanity. Yes, God ‘suffers,’ like 

every father and every mother. 
One day, when we will find this 
out, we will be ashamed of all the 
accusations we made against Him 
in life. God participates in our pain 
to overcome it. 'Being supremely 
good' — wrote St. Augustine, 
— 'God would not allow any 
evil in His works, unless in His 
omnipotence and goodness, He is 
able to bring forth good out of evil.' 
(See St. Augustine, Enchiridion 11, 
3; PL 40, 236.)

Did God the Father possibly 
desire the death of His Son in order 
to draw good out of it? No, He 
simply permitted human freedom 
to take its course, making it serve, 
however, His own purposes and 
not those of human beings. This is 
also the case for natural disasters 
like earthquakes and plagues. 
He does not bring them about. 
He has given nature a kind of 
freedom as well, qualitatively 
different of course than that of 
human beings, but still a form 
of freedom — freedom to evolve 
according to its own laws of 
development. He did not create 
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DURING A CRISIS

a world as a programmed clock 
whose least little movement could 
be anticipated. It is what some call 
'chance' but the Bible calls instead 
'the wisdom of God.'”

Knowing this, what then are we 
to do? During hard times, we must 
turn to the Church and our treasury 
of prayer. Stay connected to each 
other by joining our Flocknote info 
service — text the word SMACCKK 
to phone number 84576. Take time 
to read daily Scripture readings at 
USCCB.org, then select the date on 
the calendar on the home page.

Use the many rich resources 
of our faith to engage in spiritual 
daily reflection as an individual or 
with your `ohana. Simple prayers 
can help — the Lord’s Prayer (Our 
Father) and Hail Mary a few times 
a day, the Rosary, Liturgy of the 
Hours, Divine Mercy, Jesus Prayer, 

or any of the resources that are 
easily found online.

It is important to remember 
that when you cannot physically 
attend Mass, Sunday remains a 
holy day. You can participate in a 
televised or live-streamed Mass 
— one option online is www.
wordonfire.org/daily-mass. You 
can also take part in our parish's 
Sunday Mass that is currently 
being live-streamed online every 
Sunday at 9 a.m. on the following 
platforms: "St. Michael's Kona 
Music Ministry YouTube" and at 
facebook.com/onecatholicohana. 
Join our Flocknote info service 
for updates on any future 
schedule or venue changes. 
Resolve to spend "holy time" with 
your keiki.  A good resource is 
www.CatholicMom.com.

During times of crisis, find 
ways to use your talents to serve 

God. If you are unable to serve 
our parish community, you can 
serve those closest to you. Check 
on your kūpuna and `ohana — a 
text, phone call, or video call goes 
a long way.

Finally, we should remain as 
good stewards of our treasure. Many 
of us were laid off or furloughed 
with a reduction in pay. Despite 
our hardships, a faithful steward 
finds a way to return a portion of 
your treasure to God however He 
is calling you to do so.

Help a friend in need or perhaps 
check the parish website for online 
giving and do what you can to 
return a portion of your treasure to 
the Lord.

This will all come to pass. We 
are all in this together! Never fall 
into panic or despair. We are a 
people of hope and God is always 
with us!

http://USCCB.org
http://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass
http://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass
http://facebook.com/onecatholicohana
http://www.CatholicMom.com
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Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. • Sunday: 7 a.m. (Hawaiian/English), 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. (English), 12:00 noon and 6 p.m. (Spanish) 

 Daily: Mon-Sat 7 a.m. • Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri 12 p.m.  • Confessions: Saturday 9-9:30 a.m.
Immaculate Conception Mission: Sunday 8 a.m. • Holy Rosary Mission: Sunday 10 a.m.

Hispanic Prayer Group and Bible Study continued from front cover

“We started to pray the Liturgy of the Hours, 
which is the official prayer of the Universal Church,”  
René says. “We gather with the Universal Church with 
one universal prayer.”

Recently, the group has gone through some changes. 
We usually meet at Immaculate Conception every Monday 
evening at 6 p.m. for Bible study. The study is led by Fr. 
Noé Acosta, and the group is going through the Bible from 
beginning to end. After the Bible study, the group prays and 
worships together. However, the group has been unable to 
meet recently as a result of the COVID-19 restrictions. 

Parishioners and friends of any age are welcome to 
join the group in prayer.

“We have all kinds of ages in our group, which is 
really great,” René says. “We have some people who even 
come with their kids, anywhere from 2 to 18 years old.”

Throughout his time participating in our prayer 
group, René has been able to grow spiritually and 
increase his faith.

“I bought the book for the Liturgy of the Hours, 
and now I do it on my own every night — it takes about 
15 minutes,” he says. “It’s been a real blessing being in  
the prayer group. A lot of it is praying the Psalms, and 
you learn so much more about the Scriptures than you 
knew before. It helps you to go more deeply into it, and 
meditate on it. So that has been really nice for me.”

The Hispanic prayer group is currently not meeting. We look forward to resuming our meetings once 
the Covid-19 restrictions are lifted. For more information, please contact René Lemus at 808-217-7938.


