
Next Week’s Readings 

Reading I – Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 | Psalm – 96:1, 3, 4-5,7-8, 9-10 

Reading II – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b | Gospel – Matthew 22:15-21 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
Established July 5, 1840  

 

 

God Revealed To The Nations 
     What wonderful images we have today of the 

reign of God!  Isaiah speaks to us of a great 

feast—a heavenly feast—a feast of abundance 

with rich foods and choice wines.  It is the Lord’s 

own affair, Isaiah explains, when God will unite 

all nations, dry every tear, and destroy death for-

ever.  Then, too, will the entire earth 

rejoice in the Lord and bask in God’s sav-

ing grace. 

     Jesus speaks of heaven in terms of a 

feast as well.  Here, the kingdom of heav-

en is likened to a king’s wedding feast 

given for his son.  This is a feast of abun-

dance also, with the fattened cattle pre-

pared just so.  But many of the people 

invited don’t want to come, so the king 

invites anyone who would honor his son 

by their presence there.  And Paul tells us 

that whether we live abundantly or in 

humble circumstances, we can do all 

things in the Lord who strengthens us. 
                     —Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Reading I – Isaiah 25:6-10a | Psalm – 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

Reading II – Philippians 4:12-14, 19-29 | Gospel – Matthew 22:1-14 

 

“…[W]hether we live 

abundantly or in 

humble circumstances, 

we can do all things in 

the Lord who 

strengthens us.”  
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     How easy it is, especially in these times, to be consumed by the cares 

and distractions of the “here and now,” forgetting about what matters 

most — living for the Kingdom of Heaven.  The stewardship way of life, 

with its emphasis on the virtuous use of our Time, Talent, and Treasure, 

allows us to embrace daily life and all its 

demands — with eternity in mind. 

     How do we keep focused on the 

Kingdom of Heaven?  St. Paul shares his 

secret for an eternity-driven life.  In our 

Second Reading from his Letter to the 

Philippians, Paul says, “I know how to live 

in humble circumstances; I know also how 

to live with abundance.  In every 

circumstance and in all things, I have 

learned the secret of being well fed and 

going hungry, of living in abundance and of 

being in need.”  In other words, Paul has 

learned to live the stewardship way of life. 

     What is the secret?  It is this: “I can do all things in him who 

strengthens me.”  How? Through this: “My God will fully supply what-

ever you need, in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  It is 

so simple!  But it is not easy.  It takes both courage and humility to live 

this way.  God will supply these to us if we ask. 
                — Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants

October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month 
     The COVID-19 pandemic is affecting all of us in many ways.  

Added stress may lead to drug and alcohol abuse which often leads 

to domestic violence.  We are told by the Hawaii State Attorney 

General’s Office that the majority of young people who are sex traf-

ficked on our islands come from violent homes.  Get help before 

things get out of control. Child and Family Services (Kona) emer-

gency shelter, counseling, and domestic violence intervention.  24-

Hour Crisis Hotline: 808-322-7233, Neighborhood Place of 

Kona, family and crisis counseling 808-331-8777.  
 

Parish Hall  

     We have collected $221,850.88 for the Parish Center Campaign.  

Mahalo for your continued generosity.   

 

November “All Souls” Month 
     This year in place of the Book of Remembrance we will be pro-

jecting photos and names of your deceased on the wall in the Sanc-

tuary (before and after Masses) and on our website for the month of 

November. 

     Pleases email your high definition photos, including their names, 

ASAP to Walter Bacxa at wbacxa@rcchawaii.org.   
 

Marriage & Family Life 
     “Among the many blessings that God has showered upon us 

in Christ is the blessing of marriage, a gift bestowed by the Creator 

from the creation of the human race…. It is a source of blessing to 

the couple, to their families, and to society and includes the won-

drous gift of co-creating human life.  Indeed, as Pope John Paul II 

never tired of reminding us, the future of humanity depends on mar-

riage and the family.” [USCCB] 
 

Marriage Encounter 

     The next virtual Marriage Encounter Experience is a 2-day 

event on November 7th & 8th.  Financial assistance is available. 

Completion of this Experience qualifies as Convalidation prepara-

tion. To apply, go to www.hawaiiw wme.org or for more infor-

mation, call Brian & Claudine Perry at 808-276-5721. 
 

St. Michael’s Food Pantry 
     The Food Pantry gives non-perishable food and fresh produce 

from our Sharing Garden to individuals and families the 2nd and 

4th Wednesday of the month from 9-9:45am at Immaculate Con-

ception parking lot.  The next food distribution will be held Octo-

ber 14th.  
 

KTA Steak Fry  
     The Knights of Columbus will be holding their annual Steak Fry 

at KTA located on Palani Road on Saturday, October 17th from 

10am-2pm.  Ticket prices are $12.00 and include steak, rice and 

corn.  You can purchase tickets from any Knight or contact John 

Gawlik at 910-528-2314 or email john.gawlik@gmail.com. 

 

Grounds Maintenance & Cemetery 
Clean-up 
     We will be cleaning St. Michael’s and Holualoa Catholic ceme-

teries on Saturday—October 31st at 7:30am to prepare for All 

Souls Day.  Bring your hat, gloves, garden tools, and sunscreen.  

Water and snacks will be provided.  
 

 

    
Take Action To Help Stop Mail Order 
Abortion 
     A rising threat to the lives of unborn babies is the chemical abortion 

pill.  The number of chemical abortions in the US has gone up dramati-

cally, while the overall number of abortions has decreased. COVID-19 is 

expected to only make the problem worse, with more women (and teen 

girls) seeking chemical abortions at home—even illegally, by mail and 

without a doctor’s prescription.  This is especially scary because chemi-

cal abortion can be more painful, traumatic, and risky for women than 

surgical abortion.  But there is hope: a new bill has been introduced 

that could help protect mothers and babies from chemical abortion.  

     The Support and Value Expectant (SAVE) Moms & Babies Act (H.R. 

4399 / S. 3072) could help improve regulation of chemical abortion pills. 

The SAVE Moms & Babies Act would codify current FDA (Food and 

Drug Administration) safety regulations requiring physicians to dis-

pense the pills, prevent providers from dispensing these drugs 

remotely, by mail, or via tele-medicine, and prevent the (FDA) from 

approving new chemical abortion drugs or from making labeling 

changes to existing abortion drugs.   

     Go to:  https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/home to sign the peti-

tion.                                  —usccb.org 
 

World Mission Sunday Collection 
     Next weekend we will celebrate World Mission Sunday.  Pope Fran-

cis invites the entire Church to support mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, 

the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America and Europe, where 

priests, religious and lay leaders serve the world’s most vulnerable com-

munities.  Please keep the Pope’s missions in your prayers.      

     Please make checks payable to “St. Michael’s” with “WMS” in the 

memo section.  Or pay using Online Giving.  Mahalo for your generosi-

ty.  

https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=0a764fc7b8&e=ffc52bbae9
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hawaiiwwme.org%2f&c=E,1,X-yYTmVxepn7e9k-SNDCt_0QDTccptF39_QWD5Z1v24ohojhTbBGfdkAWiq41E05EB0trMHU0970dIE5T0zMUlbdk3dNoQ6Q_u5e0MgCYXBEtKyLhw8,&typo=1
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/rIMlrfBycprbv1ueJoAlWQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/rIMlrfBycprbv1ueJoAlWQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/KCxoP55aoycCugrpHFJe_A
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lion grant from the U.S. Federal CARES Act funds.  For more infor-

mation go to Hope Services Hawaii at http://www.hope 

serviceshawaii.org or call them at 808-935-3050 or Habitat for 

Humanity at www.habitathawaiiisland.org 808.450.2118. 
 

 

  
Grades 1—5      

     Our at-home Faith Formation lessons have been going well.  The 

teachers have been communicating with the families via email or 

phone calls weekly, and we are so proud of how the parents have 

adapted to the role of teacher!  It’s the highlight of my day when I get 

to talk with, or receive an email from, one of your children, to see how 

they relate the Gospel readings to their everyday lives.  

     Just a reminder that our family gatherings are monthly, not weekly. 

Our next drive-thru pick-up party to pass out more lessons and check 

in with all our families face to face is Sunday, October 25th from 

2:30-3:15pm. 

                                —Darlene Gawlik, Catechist 
 

Infant Baptism 
     To schedule baptism classes, contact Cheryl Appleby at 253-334-

2788 or email baptism.stmichaelkona@rcchawaii.org. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Children 
and Youth ages 7-17 
     The Youth learned about Divine Revelation and reflected on the 

Gospel during last week Sunday’s session with their catechist.  They 

meet during or after the 9am Mass.   

     If you know a child or youth asking about the Catholic Faith or 

want information on baptism over the age of 7, contact Sharmayne 

Naone at 808-938-3895 or call the Parish office. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 18+
(Baptism, Confirmation, & Eucharist) 
     The RCIA process is continuing at St. Michael during COVID.  We 

are assembling our new team and strategizing on how best to serve 

participants during the COVID period.  It has been a challenge to 

adapt to the online way but we are working on it.  Please Pray for us! 

     For more information, contact Sándor Hernández  Morales at 305-

491-1277 or SHMPax@Gmail.com. 

 

 

 
 

 

Bulletin Advertisers 
     We kindly ask that you please support our Bulletin Advertisers 

as they have supported St. Michael’s.  

 

Extension of Dispensation to attend 
Sunday Mass 
     Due to the ongoing Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic, Bishop 

Larry Silva extended the dispensation of all the people (and visi-

tors) of the Diocese of Honolulu from the obligation to attend 

Sunday Mass through October 31, 2020.  All who are able to 

attend Sunday Mass without putting themselves or others at seri-

ous risk of infection are encouraged to do so, but are not obliged 

to do so.  
 

 Mass Schedule 
WEEKDAY MASSES:  

     7am Monday through Saturday  

     5pm Mon – Tues – Thurs – Friday  

     Adoration:  Wednesday 7:30am—4:45pm  

     Confessions:  Saturday 9am in the Church    

WEEKEND MASSES:   

     English Masses:  Sat 5pm, Sun 7am, 9am, 1pm, 4pm 

     Spanish Masses:  11am, 6pm 

 

Live Streaming Online Masses 
     St. Michael’s Church:  9am (English) and 11am (Spanish)  

Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/onecatholicohana/live  

or YouTube Channel:  bit.ly/stmichaelkonayoutube  

     Cathedral Basilica of Our Lady of Peace—Oahu 

Sunday: 10am (Bishop Silva) / Monday to Friday: 12pm / Satur-

days: 12pm & 5pm.  https://www.facebook.com/Honolulu 

CathedralBasilica/ or https://hawaiicatholictv.com/ 
 

Shroud of Turin Presentation 
     Come join us on Saturday, October 24th from 9:30-11:30am 

at St. Michael’s Church and experience in this time of fear of 

death and uncertainty, “The Truth,” which is that death has been 

defeated and we can become one with Jesus in the Eucharist. 

     Please call the office at 808-326-7771 to RSVP by Friday, 

October 16th so we have enough printed handouts.  Please wear 

your mask and sanitize your hands as you come into the Church.  

You will be directed on where to sit. 

 

 

  
Free Community Hot Meals 
     The Boys & Girls Club and The Rotary Club are sponsoring 

prepackaged hot meals every Thursday at St. Michael's at 4pm 

until they run out.  Everyone is welcome.  If you have a car, 

drive through the parking lot, and pick up your meal, otherwise if 

you do not have a car you can pick up your meal at the entrance to 

St. Michael's.  Please social distance and wear a mask. 

 

Rent & Mortgage Assistance Fund - 
UPDATE  
     You may be eligible even if you were not before.  This pro-

gram will provide rent or mortgage payments not to 

exceed $2,000 per month (March-December 2020) for eligible 

households at or below 140% of the area median income who 

were affected by Covid-19.  For a family of four 140% is 

$116,620.  You may also be eligible for rent or mortgage already 

paid from your savings.  This program is provided by a $8.5 mil-

ONLINE GIVING 

SUNDAY OFFERINGS AND MAILED-IN OFFERINGS 

$4,500.00 

$14,267.82 

PARISH CENTER CAMPAIGN  $5,593.00 

TOTAL: $24,360.82 

Stewardship of Treasure 

September 28th—October 4th, 2020 

Your Offerings can be mailed directly to the parish office; or 

go to the website and click on “Online Giving” to share your 

blessings. 

http://www.hopeserviceshawaii.org/
http://www.hopeserviceshawaii.org/
tel:808-938-3895
mailto:SHMPax@Gmail.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2fstmichaelkonayoutube&c=E,1,KLAA1Wnwm--xP3sbYmNXCI6XVjZ3-JPgpnbOxavOOoJwABL_NkqxaAGnHmr5V1GUogYJftK4009Xow80WtPwoJ1q8TU5mgI0VaRLHr_TEy1k1WEyf3MvIw,,&typo=1
https://www.facebook.com/HonoluluCathedralBasilica/
https://www.facebook.com/HonoluluCathedralBasilica/
https://hawaiicatholictv.com/
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Youth Ministry Faith 
Formation Grades 6-12  
     Youth Ministry begins this Sunday, Octo-

ber 11th at 6 pm through Zoom.  If you have-

n't received your link by email send a request 

to Edwina at efujimoto@rcchawaii. org or 

call 895-7105.  
 

Eucharist to Homebound & 
Hospitalized 
     Call the Parish Office to make arrange-

ments for a visit. 

 

 

  

Vatican II FAQ’s 
10. Did Vatican II forbid Latin, Gregorian 

Chant, pipe organs, and ad orientem wor-

ship in the Mass? 

     No.  Sacrosanctum Concilium, the Consti-

tution on the Sacred Liturgy, did not forbid 

any of these things. 

     On the contrary, it preserved Latin as the 

official language of the Latin rite, and had this 

to say of the use of Latin in the Mass: “Steps 

should be taken so that the faithful may also 

be able to say or to sing together in Latin those 

parts of the Ordinary of the Mass which per-

tain to them.” 

     Regarding Gregorian Chant, it said: “The 

Church acknowledges Gregorian chant as spe-

cially suited to the Roman liturgy: therefore, 

other things being equal, it should be given 

pride of place in liturgical services.” 

     Regarding pipe organs, it said: “In the Lat-

in Church the pipe organ is to be held in high 

esteem, for it is the traditional musical instru-

ment which adds a wonderful splendor to the 

Church's ceremonies and powerfully lifts up 

man’s mind to God and to higher things.” 

     It said nothing about liturgical orienta-

tion—that is, whether the priest celebrates the 

Mass ad orientem (facing the altar) or versus 

populum (facing the people).  

     In fact, many churches have incorporated 

ad orientem worship into the Ordinary Form 

of the Mass. 

     Disagreements about these issues and more 

are due to the mis implementation of the Sec-

ond Vatican Council texts, not the texts them-

selves. 

To be continued next week. 

                                —WordonFire.org 

 

Saint Teresa of Jesus  
(1515-1582) 
October 15 
     Let nothing disturb you; let nothing fright-

en you.  Gifted with a passionate spirit, young 

Teresa dreamed of converting Muslims and 

becoming a martyr.  All things are passing; 

God never changes.  But her mother’s death 

when Teresa was fourteen inspired lifelong 

devotion to Our Lady, and Teresa entered the 

Carmelites, Mary’s order, despite her father’s 

objections and her own fragile health.  

Patience gains everything. Initially, she 

enjoyed her lax convent’s sociability and 

“busyness,” but mystical prayer and John of 

the Cross’s collaboration inspired her to 

reform the Carmelites.  

    Whoever has God, lacks nothing.  When her 

ideals encountered resistance and brought suf-

fering, she maintained her peace—and 

humor.   

    Discovered devouring leftovers, she told 

her mildly scandalized nuns, “When I fast, I 

fast!  When I eat, I eat!”  To nuns demanding 

less work and more prayer in the convent 

schedule, she retorted: “What we really need 

around here are fewer starry eyes and more 

strong arms!”  God alone is enough!  The ital-

icized sentences here are her “Breviary Book-

mark,” the simple, profound prayer of Teresa, 

the first woman Doctor of the Church. 

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Jesus I Trust In You 
      Today bring to Me souls who have 

become lukewarm and immerse them in the 

abyss of My mercy. 

     Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, 

and the treasury of compassion inexhaustible, 

look kindly upon us, and increase Your mercy 

in us, that in difficult moments, we might not 

despair, nor become despondent, but with 

great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself.  

Amen.         

         —Taken from the Diary of St. Faustina 
 

A Prayer Against Domestic 
Abuse 

 Almighty God, we pray for all victims of 

abuse.  We ask you to surround them with 

Your care and protect them by Your loving 

might and permit them to enjoy health and 

healing, wholeness and strength, calmness 

and peace and love.  Most of all, we pray that 

they feel Your presence and be confident in 

You.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

—beliefnet.com 

Important Phone Numbers 
 

Catholic Charities-Hawaii: 

Kona - 331-4673 / Hilo - 961-7050 

Care Hawaii:  800-753-6879 

Domestic Abuse Shelter:  322-SAFE (7233) 

The Friendly Place:  464-0032 

Habitat for Humanity ReStore:  331-8010 

HeleOn Bus:  961-8744 

HOPE Services:  933-6013 

Human Trafficking:  Suzanna Tiapula, 

Big Island Prosecuting Atty:  961-0466  

The Salvation Army:  (808) 326-2330 

Office of Veterans’ Services:  (808) 933-0315 

Neighborhood Place of Kona:  808-331-8777 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10TH 

• 5pm—Susie Johnson, may she rest in peace 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11TH 
28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

• 7am—Bobbi Irene Gonion, deceased 

• 9am—Denise Navarro, special intention 

• 11am (Spanish)— 

• 1pm—Beatrice Correa, may she rest in 
peace / Victor & Rita Keim, deceased, wed-
ding anniversary remembrance 

• 4pm—Dr. Cliff Kopp, anniversary of his death 

• 6pm (Spanish)— 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12TH 

• 7am—Roy Camello, deceased 

• 5pm—Lincoln Bender Grunow, 5th birthday 

blessings! 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13TH 

• 7am—Solomon Acol, 16th anniversary of his 
death 

• 5pm—Angeline Camello, for healing 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14TH 

• 7am—Auntie Beatrice Correa, may she rest 

in peace 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15TH 

• 7am—Ronnie & Daniel Guillen, birthday 
blessings! 

• 5pm—Ronnie & Daniel Guillen, birthday 

blessings! 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16TH 

• 7am— 

• 5pm—Mary Lee Rourke, may she rest in 

peace & Fr. Clarence Zamora, for healing 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17TH 

• 7am—The Soul of Joseph Bearth 
 

      

     A Mass intention can be scheduled by 

calling the Office at 326-7771.  If you’d 

like to request a specific day and Mass 

time, call well in advance of the date to 

secure it.  Mass cards are available. 

https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19631204_sacrosanctum-concilium_en.html
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Auto Body, Inc. 

808 -327 -1474  

 

CELL:  808-895-5029 
OFFICE:  808-895-8343 

FAX:  808-217-9560 
vikingservices@hawaii.rr.com 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
• Private Property Patrol 
• Business Property Patrol 
• Concerts & Shows 
• On-Call Services 
• Heavy Equipment Escort 
• Body Guard Services 

 

 
 

This Space Is  

Available. 

 

  

 107.3 FM KFIP 

 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish 

GIFT SHOP  

IS OPEN: 
 
 

Monday—Friday: 9:30am—1:30pm 
 
 

75-5769 Alii Drive ~ Kailua-Kona, HI 

 

Please help pay down the debt to  

St. Michael’s Building Fund.   

A “Donate” button is on our  

website. 

Go to stmichaelparishkona.org for the 

convenience of sending any gift to the 

Building Debt Reduction Fund. 

 

Credit cards accepted at the Gift Shop. 

 

Include St. Michael the Archangel Church 

in your estate plan.  An estate gift to St. 

Michael’s is a visible sign of the generosi-

ty you have shown throughout your life. 

 

 

 

This could be your ad. 

Contact the  

Parish Office  

at  

808-326-7771. 

 

Please help 

promote the 

cause of Brother 

Joseph Dutton 

for Veneration. 
 

 St. Michael’s Mission and 
Vision 

     Mission:  We are disciples who act 

justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly 

with God. 

     Vision:  Inspired by the Spirit of the 

Lord as disciples of Jesus, we use our 

time, talent, and treasure to serve with 

justice, love, and peace. 

 

 

 

 

Support St. Michael’s by 

shopping at Smile.Amazon.   

 

Go to:  
smile.amazon.com/ch/364686125  

 

Phyllis Dresie 

Custom Travel Advisor 

Domestic & International Air 

Cruises•Tours•Hotels•Rental Cars 

75-5822 Neke Place 
Kailua Kona, HI  96740 
ddresie@hawaii.rr.com 

Cell: 808-936-5650 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=FX1PZT4GBT&M=urn:rtn:msg:20170928190555a78e82ed09184a40a33775ce1a80p0na&R=3GOM648PW2PA2&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F36-4686125%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&A=WNIHPCEKLCJATPSX6OPBHF5VQEYA&H=Q02
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=FX1PZT4GBT&M=urn:rtn:msg:20170928190555a78e82ed09184a40a33775ce1a80p0na&R=3GOM648PW2PA2&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F36-4686125%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&A=WNIHPCEKLCJATPSX6OPBHF5VQEYA&H=Q02
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Holy Mary, 

Mother of 

God - 

Pray for Us! 

 

www.SunriseNurseryKona.com 

Email:  sunrisenurseryllc@yahoo.com 

808-329-7593 
Find us on Facebook 

 

Margo’s Back!  
 

Consulting & 
Plant Finding  

Lemus Maintenance 
           Landscaping:        Painting: 

               • Mowing                  • Wood Refinishing 
          • Weed Control   • Latex Paints 
           • Bug Control         • Spray 
Irrigation Check and more!       and more! 
 

Call René Lemus Today! 

808-217-7938 
lemusmaintenance@outlook.com 

 

Find us on Facebook 

www.dodomortuary.com

HILO-Main Office 
199 Wainaku Street 
Hilo, Hawaii  96720 
Ph:  808-935-5751 
Fax: 808-935-1074 

KONA Branch 
79-7591 Mamalahoa Hwy. 
Kealakekua, Hawaii  96750 

Ph:  808-322-9529 
Fax: 808-322-2996 



Despite the grave threats to human life in the 
modern world, we, as the People of God, are 
called to place our faith in Jesus, the “Word of 
life” (1 Jn 1:1). As Christians, we have received the 
full truth about human life as proclaimed by the 
very person of Jesus. In sharing in the lowliest and 
most vulnerable conditions of human life—even 
death on a cross—Jesus shows us that life is always 
good. The true meaning of our lives is found in 
giving and receiving love. It is only through this 
understanding of a sincere gift of self that human 
sexuality and procreation reach their true and full 
significance. 

God holds the lives of all people in his gentle 
and loving care, giving meaning and value to 
any sufferings that we bear. Even within the 
mystery which surrounds suffering and death, 
these experiences can become saving events as we 
unite them with Christ’s own sacrifice. By making 
human life the instrument of our salvation, the 
Son of God shows us the priceless value of human 
life. 

Although the roots of violence against life are 
not new—going all the way back to Genesis, 

The Gospel of life is at the heart of Jesus’ saving 
message to the world. Through the Incarnation 
and birth of Christ, God reveals to us the dignity 
of all human life. Human life, as a gift of God, is 
sacred and inviolable. The Son of God has united 
himself with every human being and desires for 
us to share eternal life with him. For this reason, 
direct attacks on human life, such as abortion and 
euthanasia, are always unacceptable. Yet, sadly 
we see new and expanding threats to human life 
emerging on an alarming scale. These new threats 
to life are often justified, protected, and even 
promoted by our laws and culture. 

Not only must human life not be taken, but it 
must be protected with loving concern. Each 
of us is made in the image and likeness of God, 
and we reflect his glory in the world. God made 
the human person with the capacity to love and 
reason and share in a relationship with himself, 
the Creator. The human person bears an indelible 
imprint of God and is the pinnacle of all creation. 
The source of our dignity is not only linked to our 
creation by God, but to our final end and destiny 
to spend eternity with the Father. By accepting 
Christ as our Savior through the ministry of the 
Church, despite our sinfulness, we can begin to 
share in eternal life even now.

The Gospel of life is at the heart of 
Jesus’ saving message to the world. 

In sharing in the lowliest and most 
vulnerable conditions of human 
life—even death on a cross—Jesus 
shows us that life is always good.

THE GOSPEL OF LIFE
A BRIEF SUMMARY

The prophetic papal encyclical Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life) was written by Pope 
St. John Paul II in 1995 to reaffirm the value and inviolability of every human life and to 
appeal to all people to respect, protect, love, and serve every human life. The following 
is a brief overview of this important document.



*Cf. Evangelium vitae © Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City. Summary comprised of quotes and adaptations used with permission. All rights reserved.  
iStock.com/Florin Patrunjel; iStock.com/Goodboy Picture Company. Models used for illustrative purposes only. Photos used with permission. All rights reserved. 
Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

when Cain took the life of his brother Abel—
our modern world is now suffering under a 
culture of death. Scientific and technological 
advances and an increasingly secularized world 
have led to an eclipse of the value of human life. 
However, respect for life requires that science and 
technology should always be at the service of the 
human person and his integral development. We 
must reject systems of structuralized sin which 
value efficiency and productivity over human 
persons.

Governments and international institutions 
promote abortion and euthanasia as marks of 
progress and freedom. But this is a false and 
perverse understanding in which freedom is 
equated with absolute individualism. True 
freedom is inherently relational, recognizing 
that God has entrusted us to one another. As 
cultures and societies fail to recognize these 
objective truths, everything becomes relative, 
and all principles are called into question—even 
the fundamental right to life. However, the blood 
of Christ’s sacrifice remains our constant hope. 

Christ’s gift of himself on the Cross reveals how 
precious life truly is and gives us the strength 
to commit ourselves to building a culture of life. 
Christ’s blood, shed for us, promises that in 
God’s plan death will be no more, and life will be 
victorious.

To proclaim Jesus is to proclaim 
life itself. Gratitude and joy at the 
incomparable dignity of the human 
person impel us to bring the Gospel 
of life to the hearts of all people 
and make it penetrate every part of 
society. 

Society as a whole must respect, defend and 
promote the dignity of every human person, at 
every moment and in every condition of that 
person’s life. Each life is a gift from God and 
ultimately belongs to him. He has sole authority 
over life and death. We are therefore called to 
reverence and love every human person, loving 
our neighbors as ourselves. It is our responsibility 
to care for and protect human life, especially the 
lives of the most vulnerable among us. 

Having received the gift of the Gospel of life, we 
are the people of life and a people for life. It is our 
duty to proclaim the Gospel of life to the world. 
To proclaim Jesus is to proclaim life itself. Gratitude 
and joy at the incomparable dignity of the human 
person impel us to bring the Gospel of life to the 
hearts of all people and make it penetrate every 
part of society. In every child which is born, and 
in every person who lives or dies, we see the image 
of God’s glory. We celebrate this glory in every 
human being, a sign of the living God, an icon of 
Jesus Christ.

UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities  |  usccb.org/prolife
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Entrance Hymn 
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Greeting 

 

Penitential Act: Confiteor 

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned 
in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask 
blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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Reading 1 IS 25:6-10A 
 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts 

will provide for all peoples 

a feast of rich food and choice wines, 

juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines. 

On this mountain he will destroy 

the veil that veils all peoples, 

the web that is woven over all nations; 

he will destroy death forever. 

The Lord GOD will wipe away 

the tears from every face; 

the reproach of his people he will remove 

from the whole earth; for the LORD has spoken. 

On that day it will be said: 

"Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! 

This is the LORD for whom we looked; 

let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!" 

For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain. 
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Responsorial Psalm PS 23:1-3A, 3B-4, 5, 6   
 

 
 

Alternate Refrain 

 
 
1) The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.     3) You spread the table before me 
In verdant pastures he gives me repose;                       in the sight of my foes; 
beside restful waters he leads me;                 you anoint my head with oil;  
He refreshes my soul.                                                    my cup overflows.  
 

Response                                                                       Response 
 
2)  He guides me in right paths                                     4) Only goodness and kindness follow me 
for his name’s sake;                                                      all the days of my life; 
Even though I walk in the dark valley                            and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
I fear no evil; for you are at my side                              for years to come. 
with your rod and your staff 
that give me courage.                                                   Response 
  
Response 
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Reading 2 PHIL 4:12-14, 19-20  
 
Brothers and sisters: 

I know how to live in humble circumstances; 

I know also how to live with abundance. 

In every circumstance and in all things 

I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, 

of living in abundance and of being in need.  

I can do all things in him who strengthens me.  

Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress. 

My God will fully supply whatever you need, 

in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

To our God and Father, glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Alleluia  

 
 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

enlighten the eyes of our hearts, 

so that we may know what is the hope 

that belongs to our call. 

 

Gospel MT 22:1-14 OR 22:1-10  
 

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people  

in parables, saying,  

"The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king 

who gave a wedding feast for his son.  

He dispatched his servants 

to summon the invited guests to the feast, 

but they refused to come. 

A second time he sent other servants, saying, 
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‘Tell those invited: “Behold, I have prepared my banquet, 

my calves and fattened cattle are killed, 

and everything is ready; come to the feast.”’ 

Some ignored the invitation and went away, 

one to his farm, another to his business.  

The rest laid hold of his servants, 

mistreated them, and killed them.  

The king was enraged and sent his troops, 

destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.  

Then he said to his servants, 'The feast is ready, 

but those who were invited were not worthy to come.  

Go out, therefore, into the main roads 

and invite to the feast whomever you find.’ 

The servants went out into the streets 

and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, 

and the hall was filled with guests.  

But when the king came in to meet the guests, 
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he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment.  

The king said to him, 'My friend, how is it 

that you came in here without a wedding garment?' 

But he was reduced to silence. 

Then the king said to his attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet, 

and cast him into the darkness outside, 

where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.’ 

Many are invited, but few are chosen." 

 

 

 
Homily 
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Profession of Faith:  

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things 

visible and invisible.  I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 

made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy 

Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.*  For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the 

third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  I believe in one, holy, catholic and 

apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

* bow 

Universal Prayers 
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Preparation of the Gifts Hymn 
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Eucharistic Acclamations 
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Mystery of Faith 
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Communion Hymn 
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Sending Forth Hymn 
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