
Next Week’s Readings 

Reading I – Isaiah 11:1-10 | Psalm – 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 
Reading II – Romans 15:4-9 | Gospel – Matthew 3:1-12 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
A Stewardship Parish 

Established July 5, 1840  

 

 

Hopeful Expectation 
     Our liturgical year begins with the season of 

Advent—a time of hopeful expectation of the 

coming of the Lord.  On the First Sunday of 

Advent we look forward to the end of time when 

we will awaken to the dawn of Christ’s new day. 

     Today we hear Isaiah speak of a 

day when God’s power will have 

brought universal peace and God’s 

Word will have instructed all people, 

radiating God’s “light” (teachings) into 

all of human society.  Only when 

humanity walks “in the light of the 

Lord” (Isaiah 2:5), when all people 

desire to be instructed “in [God’s] 

ways” (Isaiah 2:3), will the world be 

set aright and our deepest longings 

fulfilled. 

 

     The Reading from Romans calls us 

to “awake from sleep” for this final 

“day is at hand” (Romans 13:11, 12).  

Together this Sunday’s Scriptures pro-

claim our Christian faith that Jesus is 

the One who will finally come to ful-

fill God’s plan of salvation. 

 

—Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. 

First Sunday of Advent 
Reading I – Isaiah 2:1-5 | Psalm – 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
Reading II – Romans 13:11-14 | Gospel – Matthew 24:37-44 

“…[J]esus is the 

One who will finally 

come to fulfill God’s 

plan for salvation.” 
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      Today we begin the beautiful season of Advent.  It is a season 

meant for preparation.  For what exactly are we preparing?  Two 

things: the celebration of our Savior’s birth and the anticipation of 

His second coming. 

     These are weighty tasks with eternal consequences.  So, let us 

stewards make the words of the Prophet Isaiah our motto for the 

season: “Come, let us climb the Lord’s mountain to the house of 

the God of Jacob, that He may instruct us in His ways and we may 

walk in His paths.” 

     In the weeks leading 

up to Christmas, it seems 

everywhere we turn we 

are pushed to do more to 

create a “perfect” 

Christmas day.  But the 

Church’s guidance to use 

these weeks to focus on 

our spiritual lives can in-

deed seem like a 

mountain climb. 

     The intentional use of 

the gift of time is what 

the Christian steward is 

called to do, and with even greater intensity during Advent.  How 

can we use our time to prepare for Jesus’ birth on December 25th 

and for His second coming at a date we do not know? 

     We can push back against the world’s pressure to have the 

“perfect Christmas.”  Scale back on materialism so we have more 

time for spiritual preparations: Confession, weekday Mass, adora-

tion, family prayer time, lighting the Advent wreath, acts of kind-

ness. 

     In the end we will be prepared to celebrate a truly meaningful 

Christmas, become more like our Savior and be ready for Him to 

come again. 

 

—Copyright © 2019—Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Inc.

     A Big Mahalo to Fr. Alfred Omar Guerrero, who was 

the celebrant at the Healing Mass last Tuesday. 

 

 

 

     Global abortion providers might get an extra $57 million 

a year, if an amendment to a spending Bill is passed by Con-

gress.  And pro-life and pro-family groups might get black-

listed by the same Bill.  Raise your voice + tell Congress 

that this is unacceptable. 

     How did this happen?  The extra millions were included 

in an amendment by Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) that was 

added to the Senate’s State, Foreign Operations and Related 

Programs (SFOPS) appropriations Bill.  The Shaheen 

amendment also effectively “names and shames” faith or 

community-based partners, particularly pro-life and pro-

family partners, via devious new reporting requirements. 

The resulting blacklist is designed to drive qualified faith-

based providers away from providing much-needed foreign 

assistance. 

     Last year, the U.S. provided nearly $280 million in for-

eign aid to groups involved in abortion activities overseas.  

Enough is enough.  Please tell Congress to reject the Sha-

heen amendment and its attempt to enrich global abortion 

providers with taxpayer dollars!  Our coalition letters to 

Congress and to President Trump provide more background 

information. Take action now! 

     Go to:  https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/ 

69576/Respond     —USCCB.org 

 

 

 

    

Faith Formation—Grades K-5   
     As we enjoy this Thanksgiving weekend with family and 

friends, we prepare for Christmas starting with this first Sun-

day of Advent.  The children were sent home last week with 

booklets with wonderful ideas for Advent prayers, and many 

other ideas for family activities to do throughout the Church 

year.  Please make an effort to do some of these activities as 

a family. 

     Many children of our Faith Formation program enjoyed 

the Advent Retreat yesterday.  Mahalo to the Youth Group 

for planning and running such a wonderful day for the chil-

dren! 

 

https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/VgnZyF-XOOKFSzSl82Hc_g
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/PC_SonptPaawug6SnHwyRw
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/TX_AVLCW0wzYaciCfnSdOQ
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Best Advent Ever 
     Join Matthew Kelly and the Dynamic 

Catholic team for BEST ADVENT 

EVER—a free email program that will 

help you enjoy a few minutes of peace and 

prayer each day during the hectic holidays! 

     Take the first step toward discovering 

your amazing future at BestAdventEver. 

com. 
 

St. Faustina Film 
     A new film, Love and Mercy Faustina, 

is about the life of St. Faustina and the 

Divine Mercy message revealed to her by 

Jesus will be shown at Regal Makalapua 

on Monday, December 2nd at 7pm.  The 

     The Second Graders will be celebrating 

their First Reconciliation at Tuesday's 

Communal Penance Service.  Please keep 

these children in your prayers. 

     Finally, Thelma Bacxa is still offering 

community service opportunities.  Please 

consider volunteering as a family during 

this season of giving.  For more info, con-

tact Darlene at dagawlik@gmail.com. 
 

 

    

Don’t Forget to Turn in 
Your Commitment Card 
     We’re still in the midst of our annual 

Stewardship Renewal.  If you haven’t 

already returned your Commitment Card, 

it is NOT too late.  Returning your card is 

an important part of being an active mem-

ber of St. Michael.  In our Stewardship 

program it is necessary to recommit 

each year, whether you are currently in a 

ministry or want to add or remove a min-

istry. 
 

Retirement Fund for 
Religious 
     Next weekend we take up a special col-

lection for the Retirement Fund for Reli-

gious.  Your gift provides vital support for 

senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and reli-

gious order priests. 

     Envelopes have been inserted in the 

bulletins.  Please make checks out to “St. 

Michael’s” and write “RFR” on the 

memo line.  Mahalo for your generosity.  
 

Save Your KTA Receipts 
     This year, Thelma Bacxa will be col-

lecting KTA receipts to purchase Turkeys 

and Hams for 3 charitable organizations 

for Thanksgiving and Christmas:  Ulu 

Wini, Family Support Services, and the 

Women’s Domestic Abuse Shelter.  

Please put your KTA receipts (from Octo-

ber 30th—November 28th) in an enve-

lope and put in the box on the kiosks.  If 

you would like to donate a Turkey or 

Ham, please bring to St. Michael’s Church 

the Sunday before Thanksgiving 

(November 24th) or the Sunday before 

Christmas (December 22nd).  See Thelma 

before or after Mass.  Mahalo for your 

generosity! 

 

     SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH 

• Church cleaning, SM:  7:30—9am 

• Grounds maintenance, SM:  7:30am 

• Confessions, St. Michael’s:  9—9:30am 

• Youth Advent Retreat, St. Michael’s:  9am—3pm 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  3:30—6:30pm 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1ST 
1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  6:30—11:30am 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2ND 
• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  9:30am—1:30pm 

• Seniors Young @ Heart—Gospel study/reflection; 
Bingo; light refreshments, IC Hall:  10am—12pm 

• Church cleaning, SM:  6pm 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD  
• Talk Story, SM Lanai:  7:30am 

• St. Michael’s Penance Service, SM:  6pm 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4TH 
• Adoration, SM:  7:30am—8pm 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  9:30am—1:30pm 

• WH Vicariate meeting, Sacred Heart-Hawi:  10am 

• Boy Scouts meeting, IC Hall:  5:30—8pm 

• Children’s Rosary, IC Church:  6—6:30pm 

• Advent Penance Service, St. John’s:  6pm 

• Benediction, St. Michael’s:  8pm 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5TH 

• Franciscans’ Council mtg., SM Lanai: 7:30am  

• Communion Service, Life Care Center: 9:30am 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  9:30am—1:30pm 

• Hin & Sally Bible Study, IC Hall:  10—11:30am 

• Penance Service, Our Lady of Lourdes:  6pm 

• Liturgical Scripture Study, IC Hall:  6:15—7:45pm 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6TH 
• Gift Shop open, SM:  9:30am—1:30pm 

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH 

• Church cleaning, SM:  7:30—9am 

• Grounds maintenance, SM:  7:30am 

• Confessions, St. Michael’s:  9—9:30am 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  3:30—6:30pm 

REV. KONELIO FALETOI 
Pastor 

 

REV. NOÉ ACOSTA PÉREZ 

Parochial Vicar 

 

CYNTHIA M. TAYLOR 
Pastoral Associate 

cytaylor@rcchawaii.org 
 

DARLENE GAWLIK 
dagawlik@gmail.com 

JOANNE AGDEPPA 
bigdeppa@hotmail.com 

Religious Education 
 

EDWINA FUJIMOTO 
Youth Minister 

efujimoto@rcchawaii.org 

 

SHIRLEY DAVID 
Pastoral Council Chair 

 

DAVE BATEMAN 
Finance Council Chair 

 

SHARMAYNE NAONE 
Stewardship Council Chair 

 

ROBERT LEOPOLDINO 
Capital Campaign Committee Chair 

 

TJ MOSES 
Liturgy Ministry 

 

CAROLINE SMITH 
Funeral Ministry 

 

PAULETTE ADAMS 
Wedding Coordinator 

 

SUSAN KEEN 
Business Manager 

skeen@rcchawaii.org 
 

SUSAN BENDER 
Administrative Assistant 

stmichaelarchangel@rcchawaii.org 

 

BRENDA NELSON 
Parish Receptionist/Bulletin 

bnelson@rcchawaii.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 

Monday thru Saturday – 7am 

Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri – 12noon 

CONFESSIONS—Saturday - 9—9:30am  

(or by appointment:  326-7771) 
 
 
 
 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 

Saturday – 5pm;  Sunday – 7am / 9am / 4pm 

12noon -Spanish / 6:00pm -Spanish 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
 Sunday – 8am 

 

HOLY ROSARY   
 Sunday – 10am 

mailto:dagawlik@gmail.com
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH 

• 5pm—George “Fritz” Warren, deceased 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1ST 
1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

• 7am— Donald Bearth, birthday blessings! 

• 8am (IC)— 

• 9am—Laurie Horvatits, deceased 

• 10am (HR)—Linda Ojida, for healing 

• 12noon (Spanish)—Rudy R. Garcia, birthday 
blessings! 

• 4pm—Julia Prendergast, deceased 

• 6pm (Spanish)— 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2ND 

• 7am—Elizabeth Fowler, deceased, birthday 
anniversary remembrance 

• 12noon—Bill Nelson, 6th anniversary of his 

death 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD 

• 7am—For all the Souls in Purgatory 

• 12noon—Daniel Joseph Minan, deceased 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4TH 

• 7am—Milagros Villaseñor, deceased 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5TH 

• 7am—Hilina’i & Hialoa Morimoto, Blessings! 

• 12noon—Daniel Joseph Minan, deceased 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6TH 

• 7am—Sheila Leyva, 8th anniversary of her 
death 

• 12noon—Jimmy Keady, 10th anniversary of 

his death 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH 

• 7am—Sheila Leyva, 8th anniversary of her 

death 

     A Mass intention can be scheduled by 

calling the Office at 326-7771.  If you’d 

like to request a specific day and Mass 

time, call well in advance of the date to 

secure it.  Mass cards are available.   

first showing of the film on October 28th 

sold out, so purchase your tickets now at 

https://www.regmovies.com/movies/

faustina-love-and-mercy/ho00009654#/ 

 

New Parishioner  
Orientation 
     All New Parishioners are invited to an 

Orientation and Lunch on Sunday, 

December 8th from 1:30—3pm at St. 

Michael’s on the North Lanai.  Come 

and meet our priests, ministry coordina-

tors, and receive a welcome gift! 

     Please RSVP no later than Monday, 

December 2nd by calling the Parish 

Office to leave your name, phone number 

and how many will be attending so we 

can plan accordingly for food.  Mahalo! 

 

A Tea to Honor Our Queen 
     You are cordially invited to a Tea in 

honor of Mary for the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception.  Join us Mon-

day, December 9th at St. Michael’s fol-

lowing the noon Mass and Rosary.  You 

may bring a favorite teacup and a sweet 

to share if you like.  Please RSVP to 

Suzanne Bearth at 329-9672 or email 

suzarts@hawaiiantel.net by Friday, 

December 6th. 
 

Mass Time Change 
     The Kona Christmas Parade will be 

held on Saturday, December 14th at 

5pm on Ali’i Drive (beginning at the 

Kona Gym and ending at Coconut Grove 

Marketplace).  The Saturday evening 

Mass time has been changed to 4pm. 
 

3rd Annual Christmas 
Concert—Po Hemolele 

     St. Michael the Archangel will hold 

our 3rd Annual Christmas Classic Con-

cert “Po Hemolele” on Thursday, 

December 26th. 

     Please join us for this fantastic fund-

raiser, in which 100% of all proceeds go 

to reduce our building fund debt.  Check-

in will begin at 4:30pm with wonderful 

wines and cheeses before the perform-

ance.  The Concert will be from 5:30—

6:30pm.  Highly acclaimed musicians 

will perform Christmas Classics includ-

ing Pianist Annu Shionoya, Violinist 

Ursula Vietze, Cellist Michael Cripps, 

Dancer Shizuno Nasu and our own 

Walter Nicolas Bacxa and the Hula Min-

istry.  Coffee and sweets will be served 

following the Concert. 

     Seating is limited.  General tickets are 

$75 per person and will sell out to the 

first 300 registrants.  First row pews 

are $2,000 each side and rows 2 and 3 

are $1,000 each side.  Each side of a row 

can accommodate 13 adults. 

     Tickets will be sold after today’s 

Masses at St. Michael’s or can be pur-

chased by calling the Parish Office at 

(808) 326-7771. 
 

Marriage Encounter 
     Take a fresh look at your Marriage. 

Consider making a Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Weekend and enrich your 

lives together.  It is a unique approach 

aimed at revitalizing Christian Marriage. 

     The next weekend in West Hawaii is 

set for: January 24—26, 2020 at Imma-

culate Conception Church in Holualoa.  

For more info or to apply, go to hawaii 

wwme.org or call (808) 268-1578. 
 

E Komo Mai! 
   We extend a warm Aloha to all visitors 

and hope you will enjoy being a part of 

our liturgical celebration.  If you are new 

to our parish, we encourage you to regis-

ter as a member today.  You can register 

in the office, complete the form in the 

kiosks and put in the metal boxes on the 

kiosks, or register on our website at 

stmichaelparishkona.org. 
 

Denny’s Restaurant 
     The co-owner of Denny’s Restaurant, 

Ali Sahito, has graciously offered to 

donate 20% of your total bill from Den-

ny’s to St. Michael’s Church.  Bring your 

receipts to St. Michael’s and place in the 

metal box attached to each kiosk.  

Mahalo to all who have dropped off their 

receipts. 

 

Smile.Amazon 

     When shopping for Christmas gifts, 

birthdays, anniversaries, etc., please use 

the link below to register your Amazon 

account with Amazon Smile to help bene-

fit St. Michael’s every time you shop!   

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/ 

364686125 

 

Get Involved 
    Whether you’re interested in serving, 

connecting with others, worshiping, giv-

ing, or growing spiritually, St. Michael’s 

Important Phone Numbers 
Catholic Charities-Hawaii: 

Kona - 331-4673 / Hilo - 961-7050 

Care Hawaii:  800-753-6879 

Domestic Abuse Shelter:  322-SAFE (7233) 

The Friendly Place:  464-0032 

Habitat for Humanity ReStore:  331-8010 

HeleOn Bus:  961-8744 

HOPE Services:  933-6013 

Human Trafficking:  Suzanna Tiapula, 

Big Island Prosecuting Atty:  961-0466  

The Salvation Army:  (808) 326-2330 

Office of Veterans’ Services:  (808) 933-0315 

Neighborhood Place of Kona:  808-331-8777 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=FX1PZT4GBT&M=urn:rtn:msg:20170928190555a78e82ed09184a40a33775ce1a80p0na&R=3GOM648PW2PA2&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F36-4686125%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&A=WNIHPCEKLCJATPSX6OPBHF5VQEYA&H=Q02
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=FX1PZT4GBT&M=urn:rtn:msg:20170928190555a78e82ed09184a40a33775ce1a80p0na&R=3GOM648PW2PA2&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F36-4686125%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&A=WNIHPCEKLCJATPSX6OPBHF5VQEYA&H=Q02
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November 23rd—24th, 2019 

offers many opportunities for adults of all ages and youth to 

choose from.  The bulletin, Ministry Catalog or website is the 

best source of information for those wanting to engage. 
 

 

 

 Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens:  Sun-

day, December 1st at 9am at St. Michael’s 

 

 St. Michael’s Bazaar:  Sunday, December 1st from 8am—

3pm at St. Michael’s front lawn.  

 

 St. Michael’s Penance Service:  Tuesday, Dec 3rd at 6pm.  

 

 St. John’s Penance Service:  Wednesday, Dec 4th at 6pm.  

 

 Our Lady of Lourdes Penance Service:  Thursday, Decem-

ber 5th at 6pm. 

 

 Annunciation Penance Service:  Tuesday, Dec 10th at 6pm. 

 

 Sacred Heart-Hawi Penance Service:  Wednesday, Decem-

ber 11th at 6pm. 

 

 New Parishioner Orientation and Lunch:  Sunday, Decem-

ber 8th from 1:30—3pm at St. Michael’s. 

 

 A Tea to Honor Mary:  Monday, December 9th after the 

noon Mass and Rosary at St. Michael’s. 

 

 3rd Annual Christmas Concert—Po Hemolele:  Thursday, 

December 26th at 4:30pm at St. Michael’s. 

 

 

     On Saturday, December 14th the Knights of Columbus and 

the South Kona Prayer Group will join our Youth Ministry in 

serving a meal at the Affordable Housing Project at Ulu Wini 

from 5:30 pm.  This year we'd like to gift the children with a 

new hoodie to keep them warm especially in the mornings at the 

bus stop.  Your donation of new hoodies in any color, size or 

monetary donations will be greatly appreciated.  Contact Edwina 

or drop off at St. Michael the Archangel Office by 11/30/19.  

Next class is on Friday, December 13 at 6 pm. 

     For more information contact Edwina Fujimoto, Youth Min-

istry Coordinator, efujimoto@rcchawaii.org or 808-895-7105. 
 

 

        
First Sunday of Advent 
     The First Sunday in Advent marks the beginning of the litur-

gical year.  It’s a time of great anticipation as we await the arri-

val of Christ on Christmas morning.  In fact, the word Advent 

comes from the Latin word ad-venire that means coming or 

arriving. 

     Just as in Lent, the liturgical color of Advent is purple.  Both 

of the seasons prepare for great feast days in the Church year.  

The final days of Advent, from December 17th to December 

24th, focus particularly on our preparation for the celebrations of 

the Nativity of our Lord (Christmas). 

 

—CatholicCurrent.org 
 

TOTAL OFFERINGS  $13,269.99 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS NEEDED FOR OPERATIONS $17,991.30 

AMOUNT OVER OR SHORT -$4,721.31 

2ND COLLECTION: DEBT REDUCTION $11,184.07 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS NEEDED FOR LOAN PAYMENT $5,396.20 

AMOUNT OVER OR SHORT +$5,787.87 

MORTGAGE BALANCE AS OF 10/31/19 $696,315.91 

MONTHLY PAYMENT  

PRINCIPAL ONLY PAYMENT $25,000.00 

INTEREST ACCRUED   

MORTGAGE BALANCE 11/19/2019 $671,315.91 

Anointing of the Sick and Hospital & Home 
Communion -  Call the parish office at 326-7771 to make 
arrangements. 

 

Infant Baptism Dates At St.  Michael ’s-  

 Sunday—Next Baptisms will be on Sunday, January 

 26th at 7am and/or 9am;  Class on Sunday, January  

 19th at 1:30pm.  Register online. 

 Both parents and both godparents must attend. 
 

Marriage - Preparation begins six months before the 

wedding date.  Call the parish office for an information 

packet and to make arrangements for an initial interview 

with the priest.  Please do not lock in a wedding date until 

you have spoken to the priest first. 

 

Funerals -  Call the parish office before consulting with 

a funeral director/mortuary. 

Home, Car or Building Blessings -  Please contact 

the office to schedule a blessing of your Home, Car or 

Building.   

     St. Michael’s Church provides Online Giving—a conven-

ient and safe way to make a one-time or recurring donation.  

Getting started is easy—visit stmichaelparishkona.org and 

click our ONLINE GIVING tab.  When you participate, 

your gift will be securely transferred directly into the parish 

bank account.   

     Or visit https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1837  

 
     Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month at Immaculate 

Conception parking lot from 9—9:45am.  Bring your bag. 

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1837
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Treasures From Our  Tradition 

     “People in love make signs of love,” wrote our bishops in a 

document guiding the renewal of liturgical music.  They were 

not merely urging us to sing at Mass but suggesting that the song 

itself is a sign of the love of Christ.  Love never expressed dies, 

as we know from experience.  Flowers for no special reason, a 

caress, a hug, a turn around the dance floor, a note on the pillow 

or in the lunchbox, the aroma of fresh bread in the kitchen, all 

are signs of love’s vitality. 

 A significant treasure in our Catholic tradition is the place of 

the sacraments as signs of Christ’s love.  We can trace the sacra-

ments back to Scriptural sources, through centuries of history. 

They are woven through family tradition and our own life story.  

Sacraments are the way Christ makes signs of love for the 

Church.  For twenty centuries, God has spoken to us in the arena 

of the sacraments, and we have responded. 

 For the next year of “Treasure” essays, we will explore the 

story of sacraments: their sources, their signs and rituals, and the 

way Christ nurtures and sustains us as we encounter Him, the 

companion on our journey who loves us and faithfully makes 

signs of that love. 

 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

 

 

First Sunday of Advent - Do What You Can 
     The Reading from the Prophet Isaiah this Sunday contains a 

remarkable prediction—the end of war between nations (Isaiah 

2:4).  While most of the good predictions of the prophets were 

fulfilled in Jesus, we still await the end of all wars.  So why 

hasn’t that one been fulfilled?  We can look to the Second Read-

ing and the Gospel for some hints. 

     R talk about being awake and ready for our salvation 

(Romans 13:12) or the coming of the Son of Man (Matthew 

24:39).  Being awake doesn’t mean consuming lots of coffee or 

turning the music volume all the way up.  Paul calls it “putting 

on the Lord Jesus Christ” as a soldier would put on armor before 

a battle.  He even mentions rivalry and jealousy as attitudes to 

avoid.  Both of those vices have been the cause of many wars in 

our history.  What if we not only avoided them, but also taught 

our children to avoid them?  What if everyone eventually learned 

not to be jealous and hateful? 

     We are a long way from ending all wars.  There are still peo-

ple who teach hate to the poor instead of helping to feed them.  

There are still people who get rich selling the weapons of war.  

This brings us back to the First Reading, in which Isaiah speaks 

of beating swords into plowshares.  Do we have enough faith in 

God’s love to stop building weapons and use those resources to 

feed the hungry or cure diseases in underprivileged countries?  

Until we convert everyone to following Jesus, that’s not likely.  

The Gospel calls us to be ready.  Maybe we need to be ready to 

share our faith.  Maybe we have to be awake to any opportunity 

to show God’s love to those around us.  Are we afraid to offer to 

pray for someone in need?  Maybe we need to put on the “armor 

of light,” as St. Paul calls it.  Instead of trying to stop all wars, 

could we at least show forgiveness to someone who has hurt us? 

     Jesus never said to do the impossible.  If we can be ready to 

see Jesus in those around us, to show His love to those who need 

it, or just be patient with other people’s faults and weaknesses, 

we may not stop all wars, but we will be prepared for the coming 

of the Prince of Peace. 
—Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
 

Saint John of Damascus (c. 675-749) 
December 4 
 From almost 1300 years ago, John’s message for the 

Church’s spirituality and mission is surprisingly contemporary. 

Pope Benedict said that in our modern culture of images, sacred 

images often speak more eloquently than words.  This 

“incarnational theology,” the concept that visible, tangible ele-

ments can give believers access to divine realities beyond, found 

an eloquent champion in John of Damascus.  He challenged the 

Iconoclasts (image-breakers), whose misinterpretation of the bib-

lical prohibition of idolatrous images (Exodus 20:4-5) led them to 

campaign for the destruction of all sacred art.  Before this contro-

versy, however, John bore witness to Christ in a way that pro-

vides a timely example for Christians in today’s pluralistic soci-

ety.  Succeeding his grandfather and father, John served as chief 

financial officer to the Muslim caliph, professing his Christian 

faith without compromise, while winning the esteem of his 

Islamic sovereign by his competence and integrity.  No wonder 

John could eloquently defend icons as “windows into heaven”—

he had already learned to see Christ in the living icons of people 

different from himself yet fashioned in the same divine image! 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

ICYMI 

     Those who use social media or read news reports online are 

familiar with ICYMI, which is short-hand for “in case you 

missed it.”  We might think of today’s Readings as an “in case 

you missed it” Christmas, all about waiting and longing for the 

coming of the Christ child, which it is.  Yet in the early weeks of 

Advent, we focus on the return of Christ at the end of time, and 

how we are called to be prepared for it. 

     Most of us do not spend much time thinking about the end of 

time or the prospect of Christ’s return in glory.  We may not 

want to admit to ourselves that our actions or attitudes are far 

from the ways in which we know we should conduct ourselves 

as Christian people.  Or maybe we are uncomfortable with the 

whole idea of final judgment.  It makes us squirm, so we adopt 

an attitude of “out of sight, out of mind,” and go about our daily 

lives without much thought or reflection on who we are called to 

be as disciples of our Lord. 

     Advent is the beginning of a new liturgical year and can be a 

time for us to embrace the light of God’s love more deeply.  If 

we realize that we are failing to live as we know we ought, let 

this season be a time to reset our commitment to living and 

growing as people of faith.  While much of these next few weeks 

will be consumed by our preparations for Christmas, it is good 

for us to also take some time to take stock and commend our 

hearts and lives to Christ.  Let us “stay awake” to Christ’s higher 

purposes, not out of a sense of dread or fear or judgment, but 

rather in anticipation of the advent, or coming, of our Lord. 
— © 2019, J. S. Paluch Company, Inc 12/1/2019 



Auto Body, Inc. 

808 -327 -1474  

Brian Tavares, OWNER 
 

Cell:  895-5029 
OFFICE:  808-895-8343 

FAX:  808-217-9560 
vikingservices@hawaii.rr.com 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
• Private Property Patrol 
• Business Property Patrol 
• Concerts & Shows 
• On-Call Services 
• Heavy Equipment Escort 
• Body Guard Services 

 

 

THANK YOU TO 

OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made 

Possible By Their Continued Support. 

Please Patronize Our Generous  

Businesses & Let Them Know You 

Saw Their Ad! 

 

  

 107.3 FM KFIP 

 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish  

GIFT SHOP OPEN: 
 

Mon, Wed, Thursday & Fri:  
9:30am—1:30pm 

 

Saturday:  3:30—6:30pm 
 

Sunday:  6:30am—11:30am 

75-5769 Alii Drive ~ Kailua-Kona, HI 

 

Please help pay down the debt to  

St. Michael’s Building Fund.   

A “Donate” button is on our  

website. 

Go to stmichaelparishkona.org for the 

convenience of sending any gift to the 

Building Debt Reduction Fund. 

 

Credit cards accepted at the Gift Shop. 

 

Include St. Michael the Archangel Church 

in your estate plan.  An estate gift to St. 

Michael’s is a visible sign of the generosi-

ty you have shown throughout your life. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help 

promote the 

cause of Brother 

Joseph Dutton 

for Veneration. 
 

75-5822 Neke Place 
Kailua Kona, HI  96740 
ddresie@hawaii.rr.com 

Cell: 808-936-5650 
Fax: 808-329-9627 

Phyllis Dresie 

Custom Travel Advisor 

Domestic & International Air 

Cruises•Tours•Hotels•Rental Cars 

 St. Michael’s Mission and 
Vision 

     Mission:  We are disciples who act 

justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly 

with God. 

     Vision:  Inspired by the Spirit of the 

Lord as disciples of Jesus, we use our 

time, talent, and treasure to serve with 

justice, love, and peace. 

 

This could be your bulletin ad. 

Call Brenda in the Parish Office 

at 326-7771 for more  

information. 

 

AD SPACE  

AVAILABLE 
 

Contact Brenda Nelson in the Parish 

Office at 808-326-7771. 
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Holy Mary, 

Mother of 

God - 

Pray for Us! 

 

www.SunriseNurseryKona.com 

Email:  sunrisenurseryllc@yahoo.com 

808-329-7593 

Find us on Facebook 

 

Margo’s Back!  
 

Consulting & 
Plant Finding  

Lemus Maintenance 
           Landscaping:        Painting: 

               • Mowing                  • Wood Refinishing 
          • Weed Control   • Latex Paints 
           • Bug Control         • Spray 
Irrigation Check and more!       and more! 
 

Call René Lemus Today! 

808-217-7938 
lemusmaintenance@outlook.com 

 

Find us on Facebook 

www.dodomortuary.com

HILO-Main Office 
199 Wainaku Street 
Hilo, Hawaii  96720 
Ph:  808-935-5751 
Fax: 808-935-1074 

KONA Branch 
79-7591 Mamalahoa Hwy. 
Kealakekua, Hawaii  96750 

Ph:  808-322-9529 
Fax: 808-322-2996 


