
Next Week’s Readings 

Reading I – Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 | Psalm – 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 
Reading II – 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 | Gospel – John 20:19-23 
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“Pushed” Out on Mission 

     There is a delightful character in the 

original Dr. Dolittle Tales called the 

“Pushmi-Pullyu.”  It is a beast with two 

identical halves, with a head at each end.  

No matter which direction the beast walks, 

one end is the “push me” and the other is 

the “pull you.” 

 

     Today’s feast is a bit like that in the life 

of the Church.  In the book of the Acts of 

the Apostles, it is the ascension of Christ 

that calls for the Holy Spirit, which conse-

quently sends or “pushes” the Church out 

on its mission.  This is the message that we 

hear from the angels today as they tell the 

friends of Jesus not to look up into the 

clouds, but to get busy.  It is the message of 

Jesus himself in Matthew’s Gospel, as He 

sends them out to baptize.  He also tells 

them, “I am with you always, until the end 

of the age” (Matthew 28:20). 

 

     And it is this message, confident in faith 

that Jesus has ascended to shouts of joy, that 

“pulls” us along to our final destiny.  The life 

of the faithful disciple, sent into the world 

on mission, will one day know the same risen, 

ascended glory. 

 

—Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. 

The Ascension of the Lord 
Reading I – Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 | Psalm – 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 

Reading II – Ephesians 1:17-23 | Gospel – Matthew 28:16-20 

 

“[I]t is the ascension of Christ 

that calls for the Holy Spirit, 

which consequently sends or 

‘pushes’ the Church out on its 

mission.” 

Website:  stmichaelparishkona.org            May 24, 2020 

Missions:   Immaculate Conception-Holualoa  Holy Rosary-Kalaoa  St. Paul’s-Kawanui  St. Peter’s by-the-Sea-Kahalu’u 

 

Parish Office/St. Michael’s Church Address:  75-5769 Alii Drive | Kailua-Kona, HI  96740 | Phone:  (808) 326-7771  

Email Address:  stmichaelarchangel@rcchawaii.org / Flocknote:  Text SMACCKK to phone # 84576 

Office Hours for Calls Only:  Monday through Friday | 8:00am—5:00pm 



 

2 

Life of Stewardship 
     Today, we celebrate the great Feast of the Ascension of our 

Lord, that glorious moment when 

Jesus, 40 days after His resurrec-

tion, was lifted up — quite literal-

ly— into heaven, as the apostles 

watched in stunned amazement.  

It is recounted in both our First 

Reading from Acts, as well as the 

Gospel passage, from Matthew.  

It must have been an extraordi-

nary thing to witness. 

 

     But the First Reading tells us 

that the apostles were not permit-

ted to simply bask in the moment 

for very long.  “While they were 

looking intently at the sky as He 

was going, suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood be-

side them.  They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why are you standing there 

looking at the sky?’”  In other words, “Don’t just stand there, do 

something!” 

 

     This verse is a call to each one of us Christian stewards this very 

day.  We have been given every grace and blessing through the 

Mass and all of the sacraments, through the Word of God, the rich 

teachings of our faith, and even our talents and our material posses-

sions. 

 

     And like those first apostles, we are not meant to just stand here, 

but to do something with these gifts — in love and gratitude to the 

One Who gave them to us.  We are called, just as much as the first 

apostles “to be [His] witnesses… to the ends of the earth,” not with 

our own power, but through the power of the Holy Spirit in us. 

 

—Stewardship Reflections by The Catholic Steward and Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

     The next Food Pantry day is Wednesday—May 27th 

from 9-9:45am at Immaculate Conception parking lot.  

The Food Pantry is open the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each 

month to anyone needing food assistance.  Food includes 

canned and dry foods, plus produce from the Sharing Gar-

den.  We were also fortunate to be gifted produce and fruit 

from the USDA through HOPE Services-Hawaii; thank you 

for thinking of us! 

 

 

Other Food Distributions 

     The Food Basket:  Old Kona Airport the 3rd Friday of 

the month at 10am (next one: June 19th).  For assistance 

or if you do not have a vehicle, call (808) 322-1418. 

     Grab-and-Go Student Meals:  Kahakai Elementary 

School, Kealakehe Intermediate School, and Konawaena 

High School provide breakfast and lunch free of charge to 

children 18 years or younger, regardless of eligibility for 

free or reduced price meals, Mondays through Fridays, 

excluding holidays. 

Breakfast Service:  7:30-8am (consume meals by 10am)

Lunch Service:  11:30am-12pm (consume meals by 2pm) 

 

 

Masses to Start Up Again! 
     Bishop Silva has sent out a letter to all parishes in the 

Diocese stating the decision to open up the Churches once 

again in time for Pentecost Sunday (May 30-31).  There 

will be protocols to follow and a system for who will attend 

which Mass, so we ask for your patience and understanding 

while we work out how best to have the Masses and still 

keep people safe and healthy. More detailed information will 

be given this week. 

 

 

Online Masses 

St. Michael’s Church:  9am (English) and 11am (Spanish) 

 

Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/onecatholic 

ohana/live  or YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube. 

com/channel/UCjcrClzEjgT3GW2sKiyZ80A/live  

 

 

Cathedral Basilica of Our Lady of Peace—Oahu 

Sunday: 9 AM (Bishop Silva) / Monday to Saturday: 8 AM 

https://www.facebook.com/HonoluluCathedralBasilica/  

or https://hawaiicatholictv.com/ 

 

 

Private Daily Masses 
     Masses are celebrated daily at 6am (Fr. Noé) and 6pm 

(Fr. Lio).  The Church is CLOSED till May 31st, but you 

can still request a Mass intention.  Just call the office at 

(808) 326-7771.  Check for updates at the parish website:  

stmichaelparishkona.org. 

 

 

Other Mass Celebrations via the Media 
* Mass with Bishop Robert Barron daily at 8:15am ET - go 

to wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 

 

* EWTN.com - Mass online [check the website for time] 

* EWTN Mass-Spectrum Channel 1408 [TV Guide for time] 

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer for the World 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of 

salvation and hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, 

with steadfast faith. You know what we need. We are certain that 

you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to confirm ourselves to the 

Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows 

to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our pleas—we who are put to the test—and 

deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen. 

 

 

Food Drive Successful! 
     A HUGE Mahalo! to all who gave so generously at this past 

Monday’s Food Drive!  Through your kindness and generous dona-

tions, our Food Pantry will once again be able to distribute enough 

to those who “come to our doors” for food. 

https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=eefe9c6a5e&e=ffc52bbae9
https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=0a764fc7b8&e=ffc52bbae9
https://www.facebook.com/HonoluluCathedralBasilica/
https://hawaiicatholictv.com/
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given to persons living alone (single persons with no dependent 

children), public school teachers, and first responders.  Anyone 

can apply online at www. ModestNeeds.org.  Contact:  Crystal 

van Beelen / Dept. of Emergency Management / Business PH: 

(808) 723-8956 / Email: cvanbeelen@honolulu.gov 

 

 

Kupuna Shopping Hours 

     Stores in the Kona area are offering special shopping hours 

for seniors and vulnerable populations: 

KTA:  Kailua-Kona:  Sunday & Wednesday 5-6am 

           Keauhou:  Sunday & Wednesday 6-7am 

Costco:  Monday through Friday 9-10am (changed hours) 

Target:  Wednesday 7-8am 

Sack n’ Save:  Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 5-6am; 

          5% Senior Discount is available these days and times 

Safeway:  Tuesday & Thursday 6-9am 

Walmart:  Tuesday 6-7am 

 

 

Driver’s Licenses, Safety Checks, Registration 

 Deadline to obtain a Gold Star Real ID has been extended 

to October 1, 2021:  tsa.gov/coronavirus 

 Driver’s Licenses or State IDs that expire between March 

15th and May 31st will be valid for an additional 90 days 

past their expiration date. 

 Safety Checks that expire on or before May 31st will be 

valid until August 31, 2020.  All other Safety Checks that 

expire in 2020 will be valid for an additional 3 months after 

expiration. 

 Vehicle Registration can still be renewed via mail, at the 

DMV kiosk at Kona Safeway and online at mvr.ehawaii. 

gov/renewals/lookup.html?county=hawaii. 

 
 

Student and Family Resources 

     Schools will remain closed for the rest of the school year, 

and parents and students are encouraged to check the DOE web-

site at hawaiipublicschools.org for updates from the DOE. 

 Details about alternative graduation ceremonies for the 

Class of 2020 will be posted on the DOE website at hawaii 

publicschools.org. 

 DOE has created a resource hub at bit.ly/HIDOEVirtual 

LearningParentResource to provide support for parents 

and students of all ages. 

 The Hawaii State Public Library System has digital 

resources that students can access:  librarieshawaii.org. 

 The Executive Office on Early Learning has created a 

resource list with subsidy information and activities for 

young children: sites.google.com/eoel.hawaii.gov/covid-19 

       /home. 

 

 

Keeping in Touch With Parishioners 

     If you know a parishioner who is currently struggling with 

daily duties, needs someone to go to the grocery store for them, 

or may like to receive a friendly call, please contact the parish 

office to let us know:  (808) 326-7771. 
 

 

* USCCB directs people to go to: 

   1. watchthemass.com from the Catholic TV Network - 

Masses daily; go to the website to check the time  

   2. Vatican News Live Stream of Pope Francis’ Masses - go to 

“Pope Francis-Holy Mass” 

   3. Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Concep-

tion - go to nationalshrine.org/mass/  and click on the red box 

“Watch Mass Online” 

 

 

Faith Formation News 

     In this week’s Gospel passage, Jesus gathers His disciples 

for His final command before ascending into Heaven—preach 

the Gospel to the world.  This command becomes the mission 

of the Church.  Help your children contemplate Jesus’ com-

mand. 

     Ask your children:  1. What did the disciples do when they 

saw Jesus?  2. What does Jesus say He has received?  3. What 

is Jesus’ command to His disciples? 

     Before Jesus went up to Heaven, He gave His disciples a 

mission.  Jesus gave to His Apostles.  Finally, answer the ques-

tion. Jesus said, “Make _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of every nation.”  

What are two ways that you can tell others about Jesus?  

—Darlene Gawlik, Catequist 

Financial and Food Stamps Assistance 
     Apply online for Financial and SNAP benefits at human 

services.hawaii.gov/bessd/ -click on digital_fillable/print 

ableapplication_form on the DHS website.  Print and sign it, 

then mail it or drop it off (Open 7:45am-4:30pm) at: 

     North Kona 2 Unit (664) 

     75-5722 Hanama Place, Suite 1105 

     Kailua-Kona, HI  96740-4127  |  PH: (808) 327-4980 

     South Kona Unit (633) / Captain Cook Civic Center 

     82-6130 Mamalahoa Highway, Building 2 

     Captain Cook, HI  96704  |  PH: (808) 323-7573 

 

 

Individual and Family Grants From 
    ModestNeeds.org 
     Public housing residents and households who, because they 

are working and live just above the poverty level, are eligible to 

apply for an annual grant of up to $1,250 to cover unexpected/

emergency expenses and monthly bills unpaid due to extenuat-

ing circumstances within the past year.  Special consideration is 

Blessed, blessed, blessed!  The 3rd graders loved singing this song 

together in class!  Maybe your family would like to sing this song 

at home.  Enjoy!  https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=6Qg1Xan6_S0  

 
 

Blessed 

Provided to YouTube 

by CDBaby Blessed · 

Eliot Morris Blessed: A 

Collection of Songs for 

the Young at Heart ℗ 

2019 Eliot Morris 

Released on: 2019-02-19 Auto-g…  m.youtube.com 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=6Qg1Xan6_S0
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=6Qg1Xan6_S0
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Stewardship of Treasure 
May 15th—22nd, 2020 

What Lessons Have You Learned 
     From This Pandemic? 

     We’re looking for your responses!  Please mail in, email, or 

call in your response, giving us permission to publish in the 

bulletin.  We also want to hear from the keiki in your house-

hold. Just a note about how you’re doing, what you’ve learned, 

and pointers you think others might benefit from your input. 
 

 

#NoKeikiLeftOutsideCampaign 

     HOPE Services-Hawaii received a Bezos Day One Grant 

to find housing for a target of 50 homeless families.  There are 

41 families on the County-coordinated entry list who are docu-

ment ready for permanent housing.  If you have a house or 

condo that you can rent long-term, call HOPE Services-

Hawaii at (808) 935-3050.  They can provide you with more 

information about leasing your vacant property. 

 

 

Financial Assistance for Big Island Residents 
     Grants toward financial help is available to low-income Big 

Island residents experiencing financial hardship because of the 

pandemic.  The funding will allow a one-time emergency 

financial assistance of up to $1,000/household to Big Island 

residents who’ve been laid off or whose income was reduced. 

 

 

* HOPE Services Hawaii:  Phone (808) 935-3050; Website 

www.hopeserviceshawaii.org—Will be able to assist house-

holds seeking mortgage, rent, or utility assistance.  HOPE Ser-

vices will assist with payment of one household bill/expense. 

 

 

*Hawaii County Economic Opportunity Council:  Phone 

(808) 935-5219; Website http://hceoc.net 

 

     Or call United Way at 211 for more information.  Funding 

is limited.  Payments will be sent directly to creditors on be-

half of applicants. 

 

 

COVID-19 Test Sites in Kona  

* Saturday from 9am to 1pm / Aloha Kona Urgent Care 

Pottery Terrace / 75-5995 Kuakini Highway 

 

* Monday & Thursday from 8am to 12pm / Alii Health Ctr 

Keauhou Shopping Center / 78-6831 Alii Drive, #232 

 

* Monday—Friday from 8am to 5pm 

Kaiser Permanente Medical Ofc / 74-517 Honokohau St. 

 

* Daily (24 Hours) / Kona Community Hospital 

79-1019 Haukapila Street - Kealakekua  

 

* Monday-Wednesday-Friday-Saturday from 8am to 5pm 

Tuesday-Thursday from 8am to 7pm 

West Hawaii Community Health Center 

75-5751 Kuakini Highway, Suite 104 

 

* Monday—Friday from 8am to 5pm 

West Hawaii Community Health Center—Kealakeke 

74-5214 Keanalehu Drive (near the High School) 

 

 

Unemployment Insurance Claims 

     The Dept. of Labor is using an alphabetical system for 

filing unemployment insurance claims to help ease the strain 

on its system and streamline the process.  File by last name: 

 

* A through G should file on Mondays 

* H through O should file on Tuesdays 

* P through Z should file on Wednesdays  

 

     If you missed your day, file Thurs-Sunday.  Hours to file: 

Mon—Fri, 6:30am-11pm; weekends/holidays, 9am-11pm.  

 

* General website:  https://huiclaims.hawaii.gov/ 

* Application for Determination of Insured Status: 

   https://huiclaims2020.hawaii.gov/initial-claim 

* Unemployment Benefits Claim Status: 

   https://huiclaims2020.hawaii.gov/status 

* Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance: 

   https://pua.hawaii.gov/ 

   Kona Claims Office:  dlir.ui.kona@hawaii.gov 

 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 
     The sacrifices you make in continuing your donations in 

this difficult time are gratefully received.  The Stewardship of 

Treasure this past week totaled over $9,000! (see above)  I 

celebrate the Mass privately each day and keep all of you in 

my prayers.  God bless you!  —Fr. Lio 

 

 

     Note: Offerings can mailed directly to the parish office; 

or go to the website and click on “OnLine Giving” to make 

your donation.] 

 

 

 

Prayer for Memorial Day 

 

God of power and mercy, 

You destroy war and put down earthly pride. 

Banish violence from our midst 

and wipe away our tears, 

that we may all deserve to be called 

Your sons and daughters. 

 

Keep in Your mercy those men and women 

who have died in the cause of freedom 

and bring them safely into Your kingdom 

of justice and peace. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ 

Our Lord.  Amen. 

 

—From the Bulletin of St. Benedict Parish—Honaunau 

ONLINE GIVING 

MAILED-IN OFFERINGS 

$2,405.00 

$4,719.97 

PARISH CENTER FUND 

DEBT REDUCTION 

$220.00 

$1,720.00 

TOTAL: $9,064.97 

MORTGAGE BALANCE 05/09/2020 $118,020.11 


