
Next Week’s Readings 

Reading I – Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18  | Psalm – 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 
Reading II – 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 | Gospel – Matthew 5:38-48 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
A Stewardship Parish 

Established July 5, 1840  

 

 

Choice 
     “If you choose you can keep the command-

ments,” Sirach tells us.  God “has set before you 

fire and water; to whichever you choose, stretch 

forth your hand” (Sirach 15:15, 16).  This is a 

great mystery: God does not control us so com-

pletely that we cannot choose our own path.  We 

have certain boundaries, of course, but no one but 

we can choose our way within those 

boundaries. 

     In today’s reading from Matthew’s Gos-

pel, Jesus reminds us of our freedom and 

our responsibility for our lives.  He calls us 

to look beyond the words of the command-

ments, all the way to their meaning.  Look 

beyond the adultery to the selfishness that 

poisons our love.  Look beyond the murder 

to the anger that eats away at our compas-

sion.  Look beyond the perjured testimony 

to the lies and deception that drive our 

behavior.  

     Our vocation is to choose life for our-

selves, and to choose a path through our 

part of the world that helps make life possi-

ble and more abundant for others as well. 
               —Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. 

The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Reading I – Sirach 15:15-20  | Psalm – 119:1-2 4-5, 17-18, 33-34 

Reading II – 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 | Gospel – Matthew 5:17-37 or 5:20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37 

“God ‘“has set before you 

fire and water; to whichever 

you choose, stretch forth 

your hand”’  

(Sirach 15:15, 16).”   
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     We’re almost there!  Let’s wipe out our debt before we begin 

the construction of our Parish Hall. We started out at 

$12,378,269.34 for the cost and to date we have raised 

$12,079,740.77  We now only owe $298,528.57!  

  

     Today’s readings challenge us to reflect on the true state 

of our hearts as it relates to stewardship.  Do we think of 

stewardship as something we take care of once a year, simp-

ly a matter of ticking off boxes on a commitment card — or 

do we choose to embrace it as a spirituality and way of life 

that allows us to grow in conformity to Christ every day? 

     Our first reading, from the book of Sirach, teaches that 

our good God has given us freedom to make this choice — 

“Before man are life and death, good and evil, whichever he 

chooses shall be given him.”  The concept of stewardship 

helps us to live out the fundamental choice to put God first. 

Stewardship is meant to be embraced as a way of life a life 

that involves a continuous conversion of heart. 

     In our Gospel passage, from Matthew, Jesus illustrates 

the difference between an external observance of the law 

and a true conversion of heart, saying, “You have heard that 

it was said… you shall not kill… But I say to you, whoever 

is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment.”  Our 

Lord is asking us not only for exterior acts, but for a true 

change of heart.  In stewardship terms, that means seeing 

everything as a gift from Him, to be used for His glory and 

the good of others.  

     In the week ahead, let us examine the state of our hearts 

to ask ourselves if we have chosen to allow stewardship to 

become a way of life for us.  Only then we will experience 

its true depth and heart-changing possibilities.  The choice is 

ours.  
— Stewardship Reflections by The Catholic Steward and Catholic Stewardship 

Consultants    
 

 

 CRS Rice Bowl 

     Rice Bowl is a Catholic Program for Lent.  There are 

resources that can help people of all ages participate.  There 

is a Lenten calendar similar to the Advent calendar in each 

Rice Bowl Box.  There are meatless recipes available with 

the box, too.  There are countries where the help from Rice 

Bowl will be concentrated this year.  They are Honduras, 

Kenya and Vietnam.  For the children in Religious Educa-

tion class, there are age appropriate lessons about each of the 

three countries. 

     We will make the boxes available to anyone who wants 

one.  They a will be available at the kiosks starting the week-

end of February 22nd/23rd.  Regardless of whether or not 

you will use the box to collect your gift to the poor, take the 

bowl for the calendar and recipes.  At the end of Lent, please 

do not return the boxes.  We will take up a collection for 

CRS Rice Bowl.   
 

    

Faith Formation—Grades K-5   
     No class today due to the President's Day weekend. 

     The Lenten Retreat will be held on Saturday, March 

We owe 

$xxx,xxx.xx 
97.59% 

raised 

Photos: The 

devastation caused 

by Typhoon Tisoy 

in the Philippines 

last December. We 

are taking up a 

special collection 

next weekend to 

help with the 

relief. 

—photos courtesy of  

rappler.com, 

headtopics.com & 

news.mb.com.ph 

https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=eefe9c6a5e&e=ffc52bbae9
https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=0a764fc7b8&e=ffc52bbae9
https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=0a764fc7b8&e=ffc52bbae9
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Life In the Spirit Seminar 

     Week #4—Receiving God’s Gift. 

     Preparation from baptism in the Spirit-

explains what is involved.  Join us on 

Tue—Feb 18th at 6:45pm at SM’s. 

 

Palms for Ash Wednesday 
     Please bring your old palms (from last 

year’s Palm Sunday) to St. Michael’s, 

Immaculate Conception or Holy Rosary by 

Sunday, February 23rd so we can burn 

them for ashes on Ash Wednesday.   
 

14th at St. Michael’s from 9am—2pm.  

All children in grades 2-12 are invited to 

attend.  Permission forms will be given out 

in your child's next class, or can be picked 

up in the parish office or the kiosks.  It 

will be similar to the Advent Retreat, and 

third grader Krishna attended that and 

said, “The classes were fun...and we had 

pizza!”  We are expecting more of the 

same fun, so please don’t let this won-

derful opportunity pass your children by! 

     Also, for those children making their 

first confession, mark your calendars now 

for the Communal Penance Service on 

Thursday, April 2nd at 6pm.  More info to 

follow.  

 

    

Emergency Appeal/Help 
Albay, Philippines 
     Fr. Jun Bobier’s Diocese in the Philip-

pines was hit by the Typhoon Tisoy/

Kammuri on December 2nd and for 8 hours 

the Province of Albay and neighboring 

areas were pounded by strong winds and 

heavy rains resulting in fallen trees, top-

pled power and communication lines, 

damaged homes and infrastructure, and 

flooding in many areas.  Fr. Jun’s Bishop 

Joel Baylong is asking for your prayers 

and monetary donations.   

     Next weekend we will take up a special 

collection.  Envelopes have been inserted 

in the bulletins.  Please make your check’s 

payable to “St. Michael’s” and write 

“Typhoon” in the memo section.  Mahalo 

for your generosity. 

 

Stations of the Cross 
     Stations of the Cross will be prayed on 

Fridays of Lent beginning Friday, Febru-

ary 28th at 5pm at Immaculate Concep-

tion and in Spanish at St. Michael’s at 

6pm. 
 

St. Michael’s 11th Annual 
Golf Tournament 
     St. Michael’s 11th Annual Charity Golf 

Tournament will take place Saturday, 

March 21st at Kona Country Club.  There 

are several ways you can help.  Join us as 

a golfer, a volunteer, or a sponsor.  For 

more information visit our volunteers after 

mass or call Don David 808-756-6912.   

Proceeds from the tournament are used to 

reduce our building debt.                                                                                           
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH 

• Church cleaning, SM:  7:30—9am 

• Grounds maintenance, SM:  7:30am 

• Confessions, St. Michael’s:  9—9:30am 

• Knights of Columbus Formation., IC Hall: 9am-
3:30pm 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  3:30—6:30pm 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH 
6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIM 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  6:30—11:30am 

• Scouts Sunday, SM:  9am 

• No Faith Formation Classes 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH 

• President’s Day Holiday—Office Closed 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  9:30am—1:30pm 

• No Seniors Young @ Heart 

• No Church cleaning 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH  

• Talk Story, SM north lanai:  7:30am 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  9:30am—1:30pm 

• Finance Council mtg., SM:  5:30pm 

• Life In The Spirit Seminar, SM:  6:45pm 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH 

• Adoration, SM:  7:30am—8pm 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  9:30am—1:30pm 

• Boy Scouts, IC Hall:  5:30pm 

• Benediction, St. Michael’s:  7:40pm 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH 

• Communion Service, Life Care Center: 9:30am 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  9:30am—1:30pm 

• Hin & Sally Bible Study, IC Hall:  10—11:30am 

• Stewardship mtg., SM 2nd floor: 5:30pm 

• No Liturgical Scripture Study 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST 

• Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet, SM: 7:30—
8:30am 

• Gift Shop open, SM:  9:30am—1:30pm 

 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND 

• Church cleaning, SM:  7:30—9am 

• Grounds maintenance, SM:  7:30am 

• Confessions, St. Michael’s:  9—9:30am 

• Funeral Svc-Felicisimo L. Lucas, SM:  10:30am; 
Visitation 9:30am 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  3:30—6:30pm 

REV. KONELIO FALETOI 

Pastor 
 

REV. NOÉ ACOSTA PÉREZ 

Parochial Vicar 

 

CYNTHIA M. TAYLOR 

Pastoral Associate 
 

DARLENE GAWLIK 
dagawlik@gmail.com 

JOANNE AGDEPPA 

bigdeppa@hotmail.com 
Religious Education 

 

EDWINA FUJIMOTO 

Youth Minister 
efujimoto@rcchawaii.org 

 

SHIRLEY DAVID 

Pastoral Council Chair 

 

DAVE BATEMAN 

Finance Council Chair 

 

SHARMAYNE NAONE 

Stewardship Council Chair 

 

ROBERT LEOPOLDINO 
Capital Campaign Committee Chair 

 

TJ MOSES 
Liturgy Ministry 

 

CAROLINE SMITH 
Funeral Ministry 

 

PAULETTE ADAMS 
Wedding Coordinator 

 

SUSAN KEEN 
Business Manager 

skeen@rcchawaii.org 
 

SUSAN BENDER 

Administrative Assistant 
stmichaelarchangel@rcchawaii.org 

 

BRENDA NELSON 

Parish Receptionist/Bulletin 
bnelson@rcchawaii.org 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 

Monday thru Saturday – 7am 

Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri – 12noon 

CONFESSIONS—Saturday - 9—9:30am  

(or by appointment:  326-7771) 
 

 
 
 
 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 

Saturday – 5pm;  Sunday – 7am / 9am / 4pm 

12noon -Spanish / 6:00pm -Spanish 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
 Sunday – 8am 

 

HOLY ROSARY   
 Sunday – 10am 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH 

• 5pm—Aida Tenoso, deceased 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH 
6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

• 7am—Dorothy Shim, deceased 

• 8am (IC)—Nancy & Bill Crane, safe trip 

• 9am—Oscar Friels, Jr., deceased 

• 10am (HR)—Germaine Mack, deceased 

• 12noon (Spanish)— 

• 4pm—Ellen & Paul Cunnigham, deceased 

• 6pm (Spanish)— 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH 

• 7am—Dianne Altemus, 5th anniversary of 
her death 

• 12noon—Daniel Joseph Minan, 1st 
anniversary of his death, may he rest in 

peace 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH 

• 7am—Tim Malloy, for healing 

• 12noon—Daniel Joseph Minan, rest in peace 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH 

• 7am—Socorro Alba, 61st birthday blessings! 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH 

• 7am—Laura Koehler, deceased 

• 12noon—Daniel Joseph Minan, rest in peace 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST 

• 7am—Carole (deceased) & Blair Altemus, 
wedding anniversary blessings! 

• 12noon—Daniel Joseph Minan, rest in peace 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND 

• 7am—Holy Spirit 

 

     A Mass intention can be scheduled 

by calling the Office at 326-7771.  If 

you’d like to request a specific day and 

Mass time, call well in advance of the 

date to secure it.  Mass cards are 

available. 

40 Days of Lent 

     St. Michael's Respect Life Committee 

is organizing 40 Days for Life, a peaceful 

prayer vigil for all human life that is 

made in the image of God. We are asking 

for your support to join in a 12-hour 

prayer vigil starting Wednesday, Febru-

ary 26th—Thursday, April 5th from 

6am—6pm outside St. Michael’s 

Church on Alii drive by the alcove.  You 

can sign up online at www.40daysforlife/

kailuakona.  Romana will be available 

after Masses to answer any questions and 

to help you sign up.  

 

Ash Wednesday Mass 
Times   
     We will be distributing ashes at the 

following Masses on Wednesday, Febru-

ary 26th:  7am / 12noon/ 5pm / 7pm 

Spanish. 
 

Powerful Tools for 
Caregivers   
     Hawaii Community Care Network, 

HCCN, is offering a new session of free 

classes in Kona on Thursday mornings 

from 9—11 a.m. from February 27—

April 2.  The class leaders will be Alice 

Bratton, Aging and Disabilities Specialist 

at the Hawaii County Office of Aging, 

and Corin Kelly, a licensed Certified 

Nurse Assistant and professional caregiv-

er.  Both are trained and certified by the 

national PTC organization and have years 

of experience leading these classes.   

     Since HCCN began offering PTC in 

2015, class participants have consistently 

told us how much they've learned about 

how to take better care of themselves. For 

more information, visit www.hawaii 

caregivers.org/powerful-tools. 
 

Pilgrimage of the Silver 
Rose    
     Each year, from early March through 

mid-December, Silver Roses are 

stewarded by Knights of Columbus 

councils along routes from Canada to 

Mexico.  Every stop the Silver Rose 

makes throughout the pilgrimage is a 

rosary-centered occasion for Knights, 

parishioners and community members to 

pray for respect for life, for the spiritual 

renewal of each nation, and for the 

advancement of the message of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe.  This year, our Knights of 

Columbus Council is honored for the 

first time to host this program.  On Sun-

day, March 1st, there will be a prayer 

and rosary service starting at 2pm.  

 

Save The Date! 
     Please save the date for our Annual 

Stewardship Retreat on Saturday, 

March 7th from 7am—1:30pm at St. 

Michaels.  This year’s one-day retreat, 

“Stewardship in the Family,” is sure to 

encourage and inspire you to grow closer 

to Christ.  Sign up today through the Par-

ish Office at 808-326-7771 or email to 

stmichaelarchangel@rcchawaii.org. 

 

Free Tax Help for low to 
moderate income 
taxpayers 
     AARP Foundation Tax-Aide, an AARP 

Foundation program to help low to moder-

ate income taxpayers have more discre-

tionary income for everyday essentials, 

such as food and housing, by assisting 

with tax services and ensuring they 

receive applicable tax credits and deduc-

tions.  AARP Tax-Aide is available free 

to taxpayers with low and moderate 

income, with special attention to those 50 

and older.  

     West Hawaii has 3 sites offering ser-

vice beginning Feb—4th thru Apr—9th. 

Hale Halawai located at 75-5600 Ali’i 

Drive is open on a walk-in basis Thurs-

days beginning Feb—6th from 8am—

Noon, Yano Hall located at 82-6156 

Mamalahoa Hwy in Captain Cook is 

open on a walk-in basis Wednesdays 

beginning Feb—5th,  from 9am—Noon.  

Catholic Charities located at 73-5618 

Maiau St, Ste B201, Kamanu Center 

(Mauka of Costco) is open on Tuesdays 

beginning Feb—4th, from Noon—4pm. 

For an appointment at the Catholic Char-

ities site call 808-498-7309; walk-ins 

after 2pm. 
 

Aloha!  Welcome to Our 
Parish 
    Welcome all to our Parish!  To our 

visitors, we pray that you enjoy your 

stay in Kona and pray for your safe trav-

els.  To our new parishioners:  welcome, 

and please pick up a registration form in 

the kiosk, at the back of the Mission 

Churches or complete online at 

stmichaelparishkona.org. 
 

Important Phone Numbers 
Catholic Charities-Hawaii: 

Kona - 331-4673 / Hilo - 961-7050 

Care Hawaii:  800-753-6879 

Domestic Abuse Shelter:  322-SAFE (7233) 

The Friendly Place:  464-0032 

Habitat for Humanity ReStore:  331-8010 

HeleOn Bus:  961-8744 

HOPE Services:  933-6013 

Human Trafficking:  Suzanna Tiapula, 

Big Island Prosecuting Atty:  961-0466  

The Salvation Army:  (808) 326-2330 

Office of Veterans’ Services:  (808) 933-0315 

Neighborhood Place of Kona:  808-331-8777 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hawaiicaregivers.org%2fpowerful-tools&c=E,1,9gSMgXrN0EZNwN3jWcRK78tmWllVIKSQ4gexlJXGfe5bE5VWqhSCPMOMuD-R_q-whLUi5gcK5E2wTs0_Odz--cPuigDMJ2WIccC_g5uCfhl-a4M,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hawaiicaregivers.org%2fpowerful-tools&c=E,1,9gSMgXrN0EZNwN3jWcRK78tmWllVIKSQ4gexlJXGfe5bE5VWqhSCPMOMuD-R_q-whLUi5gcK5E2wTs0_Odz--cPuigDMJ2WIccC_g5uCfhl-a4M,&typo=1
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February 8th—9th, 2020 

Have You Moved? 
     If you have moved, please let the Parish Office know so we 

can update our mailing list.  By having your updated infor-

mation, we can save money on postage and printing. 

 

Denny’s Restaurant 
     Thank you everyone for dining at Denny’s Restaurant.  As 

you know the co-owner, Ali Sahito, has graciously offered to 

donate 20% of your total bill from Denny’s to St. Michael’s.  

Bring your receipts to St. Michael’s and place in the metal box 

attached to each kiosk.   
      

     Thank you to all who helped share some love with our friends 

at the Keauhou Life Care Center on February 15th.  You are all 

so awesome.  As Lent approaches let's really think about how we 

can use this time to grow in our faith and our relationship with 

Jesus Christ.  Our next class is on Friday, February 28th and we 

will be exploring some ways folks have given up material things 

to serve God and view a movie called "Mully" we will begin at 

6pm as usual and end at 8pm.  

     For more information contact Edwina Fujimoto, Youth Min-

istry Coordinator, efujimoto@rcchawaii.org or 808-895-7105. 
 
 
 

 

 

 Ash Wednesday Masses: Wednesday, February 26th at 7am, 

12noon, 5pm and 7pm at St. Michael’s. 

 Annual Stewardship Retreat: Saturday, March 7th from 

7am—1:30pm at St. Michael’s. 

 

 St. Michael’s Golf Tournament:  Saturday, March 21st at 

7am—2:30pm at Kona Country Club. 

 

 Charity Walk:  Saturday, May 9th in Waikoloa.  

 

 

        
Treasures From Our  Tradition 

     In recent years, there has been remarkable progress in draw-

ing persons with disabilities into full celebration.  Now it is gen-

erally accepted that worship places need accommodations such 

as ramps or elevators, large-print materials for those who are 

sight-impaired, and perhaps even an assisted hearing system or 

signing in American Sign Language.  American Sign Language 

is not merely English translated into movement, but a distinct 

language with its own grammar, syntax (word order), and vocab-

ulary.  For this reason, the American Catholic bishops have 

approved American Sign Language (ASL) as an official lan-

guage of the liturgy. 

 Celebrating liturgy in our own language (the vernacular) 

means that liturgy must be accessible to all languages and cul-

tures.  The fact that Mass is celebrated this weekend in some 

places in total silence, but with the full participation of deaf peo-

ple praising God in the movements of their hands, and some-

times even with a priest who is deaf, is nothing less than the 

Church being faithful to the image of Jesus, who made the deaf 

TOTAL OFFERINGS  $20,271.13 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS NEEDED FOR OPERATIONS $17,991.30 

AMOUNT OVER OR SHORT +$2,279.83 

2ND COLLECTION: BLDG FUND/PARISH CTR FUND 

2ND COLLECTION: DEBT REDUCTION 

$660.00 

$9,686.38 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS NEEDED FOR LOAN PAYMENT $5,396.20 

AMOUNT OVER OR SHORT +$4,290.18 

MORTGAGE BALANCE AS OF 02/04/20 $312,177.55 

MONTHLY PAYMENT $0.00 

PRINCIPAL ONLY PAYMENT $15,000.00 

INTEREST ACCRUED  $1,351.02 

MORTGAGE BALANCE 02/11/20 $298,528.57 

Anointing of the Sick and Hospital & Home 
Communion -  Call the parish office at 326-7771 to make 
arrangements. 
 

Infant Baptism Dates At St .  Michael ’s -  Sunday—

Next Baptisms will be on Sunday, April 26th at 9am;  Class on 

Sunday, April 19th at 1:30pm.  Both parents and both godparents 

must attend. Register online.  Any questions, email: baptism. 

stmichaelkona@rcchawaii.org. 
 

Marriage - Preparation begins six months before the wedding 

date.  Call the parish office for an information packet and to 

make arrangements for an initial interview with the priest.  

Please do not lock in a wedding date until you have spoken to the 

priest first. 

 

Funerals -  Call the parish office before consulting with a 

Home, Car or Building Blessings -  Please contact 

the office to schedule a blessing of your Home, Car or 

Building.   

     St. Michael’s Church provides Online Giving—a conven-

ient and safe way to make a one-time or recurring donation.  

Getting started is easy—visit stmichaelparishkona.org and 

click our ONLINE GIVING tab.  When you participate, 

your gift will be securely transferred directly into the parish 

bank account.   

     Or visit https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1837  

 
     Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month at Immaculate 

Conception parking lot from 9—9:45am.  Bring your bag. 

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1837
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hear and the mute speak.  Remember too that deafness is an 

invisible disability, and that there may well be people in your 

parish who are quietly yearning for Mass to be signed for them 

in ASL. 
               —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Ordinary Time Through The Week 
     Ideas For Ordinary Time 

     Try one of these ideas (each week a new idea), which are both 

a little different and deeply rooted in our traditions.  

#1   Create your own novena.  

#2   Keep a gratitude journal.  

#3   Focus on God’s abundance.  

#4.  Act our your faith. 

#5.  Read something with moral value.  

     Have you ever read “Confessions” by St. Augustine, 

“Introduction to the Devout Life” by St. Francis de Sales, or 

“The Brothers Karamazov,” by Fyodor Dostoevsky?  Or, for 

more modern tastes, “Mr. Blue” by Myles Connolly, “In This 

House of Brede” by Rumer Godden, or “The Shack” by William 

P. Young?  In the weeks when the Church is not preparing for 

something special, we have the time to read what others have 

written about God, faith, and the meaning of life.  We don’t have 

to agree with everything we read, but reading morally engaging 

literature is one of the best ways to keep our faith vital and 

vibrant.  See next week’s bulletin for the last idea. 

                              —osvcatholicbookstore.com 
 

Who is Brother Joseph Dutton? 
     As a little boy growing up in Stowe Vermont, he was taught 

to pray from his devout mother.  Ira also learned the value of 

writing from the homeschooling his mother provided. 

     Taught by his father how to order, stock and sell items for the 

family general store, Ira developed skills that helped him as 

skilled quarter-master when he joined the Union army for the 

Civil War. 

     Meticulous at keeping records, Ira was employed after the 

war was over to identify the soldiers who were killed in battle 

and help organize and establish the National Cemeteries in the 

United States. 

     All these skills and talents were coming into focus in a way 

Ira would never have guessed when he was a boy.  It was on 

his 40th birthday that the hand of God came to rest upon Ira as he 

was received into the Catholic Church with the name of 

“Joseph”. 

     Meanwhile, during this time, another Joseph, who took the 

religious name of Damien, was sent from Belgium to minister as 

a member of the Sacred Hearts priest in Hawaii.  Fr. Damien had 

been praying for thirteen years for someone to help him in his 

new work among the poor unfortunate ones who had been ban-

ished to the settlement on the island of Molokai because of “the 

disease that is a crime” (Hawaiian name for leprosy).    

     If one learns to pray and develop good moral values through a 

mother’s love and example; and one learns to handle and organ-

ize what needs be done from a father’s work ethic, then Ira Dut-

ton was placed in the right home by the hand of God! 

     It was for this kind of person and with that kind of skill set 

Damien had been praying.  God is present in our lives long 

before we realize it is the “Hand of God” at work.  Brother 

Joseph Dutton’s story bears the imprint of this as does yours and 

mine. 

     This Lent is a good time to take a prayerful and reflective 

look at how the “Hand of God” has been upon you on your jour-

ney of life. 
 

The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle 
February 22 

 In brushing up for “Catholic Jeopardy,” it might help to 

know that there is only one feast on the calendar for a thing, 

rather than a person or mystery.  It’s for a chair: Saint Peter’s 

chair in fact. 

 After the Resurrection, there can be no doubt that the disci-

ples reserved a special place for Simon Peter in the upper room.  

Later, Peter became the bishop of Antioch in today’s Syria, the 

place where we were first called Christians.  From there, he went 

to Rome, the center of the Empire, where it is said that Peter sat 

in a chair in the house of Priscilla and Aquila to instruct his 

flock.  Jesus, in entrusting the keys of the Kingdom to Peter and 

his successors, entrusted His compassion and mercy to them, 

and charged them with pointing to the Kingdom of God. Com-

passion and mercy are to resonate through their teaching. 

     Since the ancient sign of a teacher is the chair (“disciple” lit-

erally means one who sits at the feet of a teacher), Peter’s chair 

has long been treasured.  Today there is a symbolic shrine of 

Peter’s chair above the main altar of St. Peter’s Basilica in 

Rome.  This monument is the last work of Bernini, a huge 

bronze throne supported by four doctors of the Church: Augus-

tine and Ambrose from the Western Church, and Chrysostom 

and Athanasius from the East.  High above it is the alabaster 

window of the descent of the Holy Spirit.  
                        —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Passing Away 
     There is some urgency in Christ’s call to holiness.  Every-

thing in this age is passing away.  Jesus’ call is timely and radi-

cal, pleading with us to drop other business and make reconcilia-

tion a priority.  The Lord actually says to “leave your gift at the 

altar” and return to worship after making peace with the adver-

saries in our lives.  Jesus is deadly serious about the need for 

reconciliation and righteousness, insisting that nothing—not 

even our eyes and arms—are worth more than love.  All of 

today’s readings reflect on the deep connection between God’s 

law and healthy, peaceful love.  As Saint Paul says in Romans 

13:10, “love is the fulfillment of the law.”  Here in the twenty-

first century, we modern disciples of Christ can cultivate that 

mystery deep in our hearts, nurturing the tremendous twin gifts 

of God’s love and God’s law, offered to us freely to help us sus-

tain a healthy and holy Body of Christ. 
                              —Copyright © 2020, J. S. Paluch Company 
                   



Auto Body, Inc. 

808 -327 -1474  

Brian Tavares, OWNER 
 

Cell:  895-5029 
OFFICE:  808-895-8343 

FAX:  808-217-9560 
vikingservices@hawaii.rr.com 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
• Private Property Patrol 
• Business Property Patrol 
• Concerts & Shows 
• On-Call Services 
• Heavy Equipment Escort 
• Body Guard Services 
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St. Michael the Archangel Parish 

GIFT SHOP OPEN: 
 

Monday—Friday: 9:30am—1:30pm 
 

Saturday:  3:30—6:30pm 
 

Sunday:  6:30am—11:30am 
 

75-5769 Alii Drive ~ Kailua-Kona, HI 

 

Please help pay down the debt to  

St. Michael’s Building Fund.   

A “Donate” button is on our  

website. 

Go to stmichaelparishkona.org for the 

convenience of sending any gift to the 

Building Debt Reduction Fund. 

 

Credit cards accepted at the Gift Shop. 

 

Include St. Michael the Archangel Church 

in your estate plan.  An estate gift to St. 

Michael’s is a visible sign of the generosi-

ty you have shown throughout your life. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help 

promote the 

cause of Brother 

Joseph Dutton 

for Veneration. 
 

75-5822 Neke Place 
Kailua Kona, HI  96740 
ddresie@hawaii.rr.com 

Cell: 808-936-5650 
 

Phyllis Dresie 

Custom Travel Advisor 

Domestic & International Air 

Cruises•Tours•Hotels•Rental Cars 

 St. Michael’s Mission and 
Vision 

     Mission:  We are disciples who act 

justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly 

with God. 

     Vision:  Inspired by the Spirit of the 

Lord as disciples of Jesus, we use our 

time, talent, and treasure to serve with 

justice, love, and peace. 
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Holy Mary, 

Mother of 

God - 

Pray for Us! 

 

www.SunriseNurseryKona.com 

Email:  sunrisenurseryllc@yahoo.com 

808-329-7593 
Find us on Facebook 

 

Margo’s Back!  
 

Consulting & 
Plant Finding  

Lemus Maintenance 
           Landscaping:        Painting: 

               • Mowing                  • Wood Refinishing 
          • Weed Control   • Latex Paints 
           • Bug Control         • Spray 
Irrigation Check and more!       and more! 
 

Call René Lemus Today! 

808-217-7938 
lemusmaintenance@outlook.com 

 

Find us on Facebook 

www.dodomortuary.com

HILO-Main Office 
199 Wainaku Street 
Hilo, Hawaii  96720 
Ph:  808-935-5751 
Fax: 808-935-1074 

KONA Branch 
79-7591 Mamalahoa Hwy. 
Kealakekua, Hawaii  96750 

Ph:  808-322-9529 
Fax: 808-322-2996 


