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OUR PARISH CENTER: 
Building on Our Foundation for the Future

Our Five-Year Campaign Goal — $3.5 Million
For more than 40 years, it has been a 

dream of the St. Michael Parish `ohana to 
build a Parish Center — a place for our 
community to grow in faith and gather 
together. As we continue to grow, our 
need for a place to gather is apparent now 
more than ever. This new building will be 
a place for ministries to meet, staff mem-
bers to thrive, and for our community to 
connect. It will be a place for us to extend 
our warm Aloha. The foundation of the 
Parish Center was laid with the rebuild-
ing of our church, and now it is time to finally bring this dream to a reality. 

The Parish Center will be a one-story, multipurpose facility, which will include:

• Accommodation for approximately 
300 people

• Large gathering room, including the 
ability to split into two separate rooms

• Warming kitchen — including 
refrigerator, stove, oven, and sink

• Two handicap accessible family bathrooms

• Modern audio-visual equipment
• Upgraded security system
• Adequate space for parish ministry 

meetings, events, presentations, and 
more

• Private offices for parish leaders and 
staff

http://stmichaelparishkona.org
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Our Parish Center continued from front cover

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT OUR PARISH CENTER AND CAMPAIGN:

Why do we need additional meeting spaces and new parish offices?
St. Michael’s is a vibrant parish with over 70 ministries. These ministries meet monthly or weekly. We cur-

rently do not have sufficient space for them to meet at the parish. We often meet outside on the lānai. We are 
blessed to have that space with our beautiful Hawai’i weather — however, we can only meet at certain times due 
to sunlight, weather, etc. This most especially effects our Faith Formation students. This building will provide a 
safe environment for our keiki to learn as we educate the future of our parish `ohana.  

Additionally, the new Parish Center will provide us with private office space for our staff to execute their duties. 
They will be able to work in a quiet environment with the ability to host private meetings. This will also allow for the 
working sacristy, where our offices are currently located, to be a functional sacristy as originally intended.

How will this meeting space foster hospitality within our parish community?
The gathering hall in the Parish Center will host up to 300 people. This will be a dynamic space for wedding 

receptions, funeral luncheons, newcomer gatherings, parish dinners, and more. This large room will have the 
option of dividing into two separate rooms for smaller gatherings. There will also be a warming kitchen, where 
we can store and heat food, and provide drinks and snacks for meetings and events.

How does our Parish Center help St. Michael fulfill our mission, “We are disciples who act justly, love
tenderly, and walk humbly with God”?

This new center will be a space for St. Michael’s parish `ohana to live out our mission. It will be a space for us 
to be well formed. Formation classes, prayer groups, and ministries meetings will be hosted within these walls, 
so that we may go out as disciples of Christ fulfilling our call to act justly. This center will facilitate a space for us 
to host events for our parish community, fulfilling our call to love tenderly. Lastly, this center will be a space for 
us to execute our parish missions and ministries so that we may go out into the local community and humbly 
become the hands and feet of Christ. It will aid us in our call to walk humbly with God. 

continued on page 6
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Christmas is America’s favorite 
holiday. Consider for a mo-

ment the amount of effort we put 
into the holiday — decorating our 
homes with ornate light displays, 
buying boxes upon boxes of pres-
ents, addressing Christmas cards 
and attending seasonal get-togeth-
ers. When taken all together, it stag-
gers the imagination. Whatever 
might happen to be next on the list 
of “favorite holidays” — Valentine’s 
Day, Halloween or Thanksgiving — 
it can’t hold a candle to our invest-
ment in Christmas.

Don’t get me wrong — I love 
Christmas, too. But I’m afraid that 
many of us somehow miss the main reason for our 
Christmas celebrations.

I’ve sometimes heard people say things like, “Get-
ting everything ready for Christmas becomes so hec-
tic, I don’t want to do it every year. But, you know, 
Christmas is really for the children.” And occasionally, 
I’ve heard or read in a letter to the editor that Christ-
mas is about the hope that a newborn baby brings to 
the world. Even in the early winter, when the days are 
short, we can celebrate babyhood, a new human life.  

Both those sentiments are wrong because they’re too 
limited. Of course, it’s true that many of our Christmas 
customs are for the children — we might not get to hang 
our stockings to be filled by Santa Claus otherwise. And 
it’s true that the birth of a baby, any baby, brings joy and 
hope to all those around. Yes, many of our Christmas 
celebrations are centered on the children, and the birth 
of a child offers a promise for the future.

At Christmas, we celebrate not 
just any baby, but a particular baby. 
We celebrate His birth not because 
it’s cute to see a baby in a manger 
filled with hay and surrounded by 
farm animals — instead, we cele-
brate this birth because of Who this 
baby is and what He did as an adult, 
for all of us.

A human baby is certainly a 
wonderful creation, made in the im-
age of God. But Jesus is more than 
that, not less, for He is God the Son 
who took on human nature in order 
to redeem us from the results of the 
sin into which we had fallen. He 
didn’t stay a baby. He grew up and 

taught and preached and healed. Finally, He was put 
to death “for our sake” as the Creed affirms and rose 
from the dead. That’s why we celebrate His birth more 
than 2,000 years later. That’s why normal routines are 
suspended for a few joyful days each year.

In response to the gift the Father gave us with the 
birth of His Son, we joyfully exchange gifts with each 
other, share with the poor, and offer our gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure to the Church. God gives to us — 
and as stewards, we must do our best to faithfully use 
those gifts.

A joyful and blessed Christmas to all of you!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Lio Faletoi

A Steward’s Response to the 
Ultimate Christmas Gift

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ:



4

St. Michael the Archangel Parish

HOʻOMAIKAʻI ʻANA TO OUR 2019 LIVING STEWARDS

Aloha nō to all of our 2019 Living Stewards who were acknowledged at a 
special Mass on Oct. 26. Mahalo for all you do! 

Paulette Adams
Agdeppa family — Frank, Casey, 
Marina, Ben; and Makoa Chapa

David and Christy Aragon
Suzie Bond
Kate Cutler
Jo Anne Fay
Anita Fiori

Mary Lynn Garner
Judy Glickstein

Robin Gray
Wayne and Frankie Hemby

Diane Herrera
Sándor Hernández Morales and 
Meali’inani Duarte-Hernández

Joe James
Iano Liufau

Errol and Lovette Llantos
Luis Magaña

Marcelino and Yolanda Magaña
Ramiro Magaña

Leonie Melchor-Hirokane
Mansfield Montizor

Don Nelson
Anita Okimoto

Eliseo Pérez
Bob Pineiro

Antonio and Rosario Ramos
Chris Ramos

Joe and Mary Reynolds
Alma Valdovinos

Chris, Danielle, James and 
Ryan von Kaenel

Jacquie Warren
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HOʻOMAIKAʻI ʻANA TO OUR 2019 LIVING STEWARDS
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Our Parish Center continued from page 2

How was it determined that now is the time to build 
our Parish Center?

After much prayer and discussion, Fr. Lio, the Pasto-
ral Council, and Finance Council determined that now is 
the time to complete the parish campus with the building 
of our Parish Center. Since the completion of our church 
building, the Parish Center is the final piece to the puz-
zle. St. Michael Parish has seen such tremendous growth 
with involvement in our community. The Parish Center 
will provide the space needed to successfully execute our 
ministries, serve our missions, and practice hospitality. 
As we look to the future of our parish `ohana, this build-
ing will support us in all our efforts!

When will I be asked to make a pledge? 
During the month of December, each household 

will receive a packet in the mail with a Building on 
our Foundation for the Future campaign brochure and 

pledge card. The brochure will explain various ways 
to give and the card will allow you to tangibly make 
your commitment with the method you choose. We 
cannot achieve our five-year goal with one-time gifts, 
although we thank you in advance for any contribu-
tion you make to the Parish Center. We are reliant 
upon you, as good stewards of our parish, to raise the 
necessary funds for this Center. 

Is my pledge binding?
Remember, a pledge to a campaign is not legally 

binding. This pledge should be made in good faith 
and with a heart of a faithful steward. It is clear that 
this Parish Center is needed and wanted by many 
members of our parish — however, we hope that you 
give out of gratitude for all that God has given us. 
This is an opportunity to give something back to God 
for His many blessings!

Advent Penance Service
Tuesday - Dec. 3 at 6 p.m., St. Michael's Church

 Christmas Mass Schedule
Dec. 24 — St. Michael's Church, 6 p.m. / 8 p.m. / 10 p.m. (all English)

Dec. 25 — St. Michael's Church, 7 a.m. / 9 a.m. (both in English); 
12 p.m. (Spanish)

Dec. 25 — Immaculate Conception Mission, 8 a.m.
Dec. 25 — Holy Rosary Mission, 10 a.m.

Christmas Fundraising Concert "Po Hemolele"
Thursday - Dec. 26 — St. Michael's Church
4:30 p.m. — Pupus; Sign-in for Concert

5:30 p.m. — Concert begins
Coffee and Dessert on the lānai following the Concert

Advent and Christmas Schedule
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Feast Day of La Virgen de Guadalupe 
Honoring Our Blessed Mother and Celebrating Catholic Culture

Looking back, Fr. Noé Acosta Pérez can see 
God’s divine providence at work in his life, 

showering countless graces upon him through the 
presence of the Blessed Mother.

“As a priest, I can say that I owe my vocation to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, because when I was about 
5 years old, in my daily prayers I always asked her 
to help me and intercede for me, because I wanted 
to be a priest,” Fr. Noé says. “Along the path of 
my vocation, I have experienced many great tests 
and I have always been able to discover her great 
protection. I have felt her affection in a very special 
way throughout the journey of my life.”

In thanksgiving for the Blessed Mother’s loving 
care and concern for him over the years, Fr. Noé 
enjoys fostering a profound devotion to her in the 
hearts of those around him. 

“I believe it is so important for Catholics to 
honor the Blessed Virgin Mary, especially Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, because she is the Mother of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ,” Fr. Noé says.

Fr. Noé also savors the opportunity to spread 
devotion to the Rosary in today’s world.

“Through the Rosary, we can ask for Mary’s 
intercession and her aid to help us be more united 
to her Son, especially in these times when there is so 
much confusion in the world, and values have been 
lost,” he says. “In the midst of all of this, it is important 
that we turn our gaze to the Mother of God.”

Recently, Fr. Noé has been educating us on the 
history of the feast day of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
and encouraging all parishioners to celebrate it. 
This deeply traditional, beautiful celebration will 
begin on Dec. 11 at 6 p.m. with an Advent Retreat, 
and will continue the next morning at 5 a.m. with 
the mañanitas (early morning songs) to the Virgin 
of Guadalupe. It will end with the Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Feast Day Mass of Dec. 12. 

“This feast day is so meaningful because it 
gives us an opportunity to remember the events 

of Tepeyac, when Holy Mary, in the advocacy of 
Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe, appeared to St. Juan 
Diego in our Mexican land, bringing a message of 
hope for the entire indigenous race,” Fr. Noé says.

And as Fr. Noé also points out, “advocacy” 
is the dedication of a religious place — temple, 
chapel, or altar — to the saint or the Virgin under 
whose protection it is.

continued on back cover
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Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. • Sunday: 7 a.m. (Hawaiian/English), 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. (English), 12:00 noon and 6 p.m. (Spanish) 

 Daily: Mon-Sat 7 a.m. • Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri 12 p.m.  • Confessions: Saturday 9-9:30 a.m.
Immaculate Conception Mission: Sunday 8 a.m. • Holy Rosary Mission: Sunday 10 a.m.

Honoring Our Blessed Mother continued from page 7

Throughout the history of Catholicism, devotion to the 
Blessed Mother has proven to be a preeminent, enlightening 
way for Catholics to grow in their spiritual lives.

“‘Happy is the one who has believed that the things 
that were said to her on behalf of the Lord would be 
fulfilled,’ Elizabeth exclaims upon receiving the visit 
of the Mother of God,” Fr. Noé says. “This beatitude 
[blessedness] has resonated within the Church over 
the centuries as a recognition of Mary’s faith. When 
we turn to look at the Virgin Mary, she can be for 
us a model of faith. In that sense, her example and 
testimony deepen within us, and she will help us to 
grow spiritually in our Christian life.”

Volunteers are needed to: help plan the celebration; participate in the liturgy; help with logistics, 
decorating and food; and assist with setting up and putting away tables and chairs. If you would like to 

help, please contact René Lemus at 808-217-7938 or María Lemus at 808-756-1028.

“Through the Rosary, we can ask for 
Mary’s intercession and her help to 
be more united to her Son, especially 
in these times when there is so much 
confusion in the world, and values 
have been lost. In the midst of all of 
this, it is important that we turn our 
gaze to the Mother of God.” 
— FR. NOÉ ACOSTA PÉREZ


