
Next Week’s Readings 

Reading I – Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14  | Psalm – 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 
Reading II – Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 | Gospel – Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
A Stewardship Parish 

Established July 5, 1840  

 

 

Trust In God 
     On this final Sunday of Advent our scriptures 

focus on the historical birth of Jesus, who is son 

of David and Son of God, child and king, Jesus 

and Emmanuel. 

     Isaiah the prophet begs Ahaz to ask for a sign, 

to allow God to offer him 

reassurance of the survival of the 

Davidic dynasty.  The king 

hypocritically refuses to “tempt the 

LORD” in that way (Isaiah 7:12), 

but the prophet foretells the birth of 

a son, an heir to the throne, who 

will prove the Lord’s enduring 

protection of God’s chosen lineage 

on the throne of David.  The child 

will be called Emmanuel. 

     Matthew’s reference to this 

history in his description of the 

birth of Jesus highlights the contrast 

between the faithless refusal of trust 

shown by Ahaz, and the complete 

trust in God shown by Mary and 

Joseph in bringing about the birth 

of Jesus Christ. 
 

                      —Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Reading I – Isaiah 7:10-14  | Psalm – 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 
Reading II – Romans 1:1-7 | Gospel – Matthew 18-24 

“‘The child will be 

called Emmanuel.” 
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      As our Advent preparations draw to a close and Christmas fast 

approaches, it is fitting that today’s readings demonstrate the inten-

sity of the Father’s perfect and passionate love for each us, culmi-

nating in the gift of His own Son, Jesus Christ, on Christmas 

Day.  In response to such an overwhelming gift, what can we do 

except offer our lives as gift in return, embracing a stewardship 

way of life with all the love and strength we have to give? 

     In our Gospel passage from Matthew, we find an unparalleled 

example of one who embraced this way of life in St. Joseph, as he 

obeys God’s call to him through the message of an angel.  We nev-

er hear St. Joseph speak, but the Scriptures tell us he was always 

listening, attentive to the leading of the Holy Spirit for his family.  

It was Joseph who found the stable where the baby Jesus would be 

born. No doubt it was Joseph who cleaned it up and prepared it for 

Mary and Jesus since we know that Mary was about to give birth.  

Joseph protected the family, guarded them, tended to their safety, 

their comfort, and their well-being at the expense of his own plans 

and preferences.  Though we do not hear any words from St. Joseph 

his actions clearly show that he offered himself, his whole life, as a 

gift to his family through his strong guidance, protection and ser-

vice. 

     Let us imitate St. Joseph then as good stewards, giving our very 

lives to those around us in love and gratitude to God who has given 

us everything we have, especially His own Son, Jesus Christ.  
                   
                  —Copyright © 2019—Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Inc.

     Mahalo Nui Loa to Rob Rogowski for the many times he 

has helped out with cleaning our church and for his kokua 

helping out with St. Michael’s Bazaar!    
 

 

 

     “We are called to be a community that can learn and 

teach the importance of accepting ‘things that are not per-

fect,’ … yet no less worthy of love.  Is a disabled or frail 

person not worthy of love?  Someone who happens to be a 

foreigner, someone who made a mistake, someone ill or in 

prison: is that person not worthy of love?  We know what 

Jesus did: He embraced the leper, the blind man, the paralyt-

ic, the Pharisee and the sinner.  He embraced the thief on the 

cross and even embraced and forgave those who crucified 

him.” 

 —Pope Francis, Homily on Apostolic Journey to Thailand and Japan 

on November 25th, 2019 
 

Dr’s should heal, NOT Kill! 

     Every suicide is a tragedy—whether the person is young 

or old, healthy or sick.  But legalizing doctor-assisted sui-

cide creates two classes of people: those whose lives are pro-

tected, and those whose deaths are encouraged. 

     This is why Archbishop Joseph Naumann, Chairman of 

the USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities, and Arch-

bishop Paul Coakley, Chairman of the USCCB Committee 

on Domestic Justice and Human Development, just asked 

the House of Representatives to support H. Con. Res. 79, a 

resolution expressing that assisted suicide is a “deadly, dis-

criminatory and non-compassionate practice.” 

     Please join your voice to theirs and tell your Representa-

tive to support the resolution, which urges the Federal Gov-

ernment to reject assisted suicide.  The Resolution explains 

that every person facing death should have access to 

quality medical and palliative health care—instead of 

drugs to help them end their own lives.   

     It is a bi-partisan resolution (introduced by CA Democrat 

Rep. Lou Correa), that both sides of the political aisle can 

support.  As the resolution makes clear, “assisted suicide…

puts everyone, including the most vulnerable, at risk of 

deadly harm.”  The elderly and persons with disabilities are 

especially at risk.  

     Go to https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/ 

70018/Respond                —USCCB.org 

 

    

Faith Formation—Grades K-5   
     It’s hard to believe our fall semester of classes is over 

already!  Our classes were very busy this semester.  Many 

children attended the first of our retreats this year, and the 

second graders received their First Reconciliation.  All the 

 

https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=ee8b16660e&e=b82e15f995
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/OYB3W_KHqdt7g1d7RV-GsQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/zp4MnZlX68qoUH-faQw8lQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/madFDHPIPX9XeDcvrGBlFA
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Keep Christ in Christmas  

     This is the LAST weekend to purchase 

your Keep Christ in Christmas magnets.  

The Knights of Columbus will be selling 

them after Masses.  They only have 25 

available.  Suggested donation is $5.00 and 

the proceeds go to The Friendly Place. 

 

Simbang Gabi Masses 

     The remaining Simbang Gabi Masses 

are Sun—Dec 22nd at 9am; and 

concludes Mon—Dec 23rd at 7am. 

classes learned about Scripture and Tradi-

tion, as well as the sacraments.  The chil-

dren read the Bible, learned prayers, and 

explored the inside of our church.  Most 

importantly, the children continue to learn 

about, and live out, the Great Command-

ment: loving God, and loving your neigh-

bor as yourself.  During this Christmas 

season, give your child plenty of opportu-

nities to live out the Great Commandment 

and share the Good News.  

     Classes resume January 5th.  Have a 

blessed Christmas!  

                            

Baptism 
     The Sacrament of Baptism will be 

offered for infants and children under the 

age of 7 on Sunday, January 26th.  The 

preparation class will take place on Sun-

day, January 19th at 1:30pm at St. 

Michael’s Church.  Please pick up the reg-

istration form and submit it.  It can be 

obtained on the website, in the Parish 

Office, or on the kiosk.  We also need a 

copy of the child’s Birth Certificate. 

     Please prepare to submit as soon as 

possible.  There are always questions 

about godparents that are a challenge to 

resolve.  We will do everything possible to 

help you make this a blessed day for your 

family.  Feel free to call Cheryl Appleby 

on Tuesday at the parish office: 326-

7771 with questions; however, if we fail to 

receive the information prior to January 

22nd, we will delay your Baptism until lat-

er in the year. 

 

    

Church Offering Envelopes 
     Please make a note that for those of you 

who receive parish envelopes, the Debt 

Reduction envelopes were not included in 

this year’s Christmas collection.  We 

WILL be taking up our debt reduction 

collection on Christmas Eve and Christ-

mas Day.  Mahalo for your generosity! 

 

Men’s Fellowship Group  

     Are you a Catholic Gentleman?  Come 

join the Men’s Group on Monday, Decem-

ber 30th at St. Michael’s and explore 

how you can be a better father and hus-

band.  We will meet on the south lanai at 

6pm, followed by a dinner prepared by the 

Knights of Columbus.  
 

      SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21ST 

• Church cleaning, SM:  7:30—9am 

• Grounds maintenance, SM:  7:30am 

• Confessions, St. Michael’s:  9—9:30am 

• Wdg Mass, Morales & Enriques, SM:  2pm 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  3:30—6:30pm 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22ND 
4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  6:30—11:30am 

• Simbang Gabi Mass, SM:  9am 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23RD 

• Simbang Gabi Mass, SM:  7am  

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  9:30am—1:30pm 

• Seniors Young @ Heart—Gospel study/reflection; 
Bingo; light refreshments, IC Hall: 10am—12pm 

• Church cleaning, SM:  3pm 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH  
CHRISTMAS EVE 

• Holiday—Office Closed 

• No Seniors Young @ Heart 

• Christmas Eve Masses, SM: 6pm / 8pm / 10pm  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH 
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

• Office Closed / No Adoration today 

• Christmas Day Masses, SM’s:  7am / 9am /  
12pm (Spanish) / IC:  8am / Holy Rosary: 10am 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26TH 

• Communion Service, Life Care Center: 9:30am 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  9:30am—1:30pm 

• No Hin & Sally Bible Study or Liturgical Scripture 
Study 

• Po Hemolele Christmas Concert, SM:  4:30pm 
wine/cheese / 5:30—6:30pm concert / 6:30pm 
coffee & desserts 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27TH 

• Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet, SM: 7:30—
8:30am 

• Gift Shop open, SM:  9:30am—1:30pm 

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28TH 

• Church cleaning, SM:  7:30—9am 

• Grounds maintenance, SM:  7:30am 

• Confessions, St. Michael’s:  9—9:30am 

• Funeral Mass-Lynne P.A.H. Suber, SM;  12pm:  
Visitation: 10—11:30am 

• Gift Shop open, SM Lanai:  3:30—6:30pm 

REV. KONELIO FALETOI 

Pastor 
 

REV. NOÉ ACOSTA PÉREZ 

Parochial Vicar 

 

CYNTHIA M. TAYLOR 

Pastoral Associate 
cytaylor@rcchawaii.org 

 

DARLENE GAWLIK 
dagawlik@gmail.com 

JOANNE AGDEPPA 

bigdeppa@hotmail.com 
Religious Education 

 

EDWINA FUJIMOTO 

Youth Minister 
efujimoto@rcchawaii.org 

 

SHIRLEY DAVID 

Pastoral Council Chair 

 

DAVE BATEMAN 
Finance Council Chair 

 

SHARMAYNE NAONE 
Stewardship Council Chair 

 

ROBERT LEOPOLDINO 
Capital Campaign Committee Chair 

 

TJ MOSES 
Liturgy Ministry 

 

CAROLINE SMITH 
Funeral Ministry 

 

PAULETTE ADAMS 

Wedding Coordinator 

 

SUSAN KEEN 

Business Manager 
skeen@rcchawaii.org 

 

SUSAN BENDER 

Administrative Assistant 
stmichaelarchangel@rcchawaii.org 

 

BRENDA NELSON 

Parish Receptionist/Bulletin 
bnelson@rcchawaii.org 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 

Monday thru Saturday – 7am 

Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri – 12noon 

CONFESSIONS—Saturday - 9—9:30am  

(or by appointment:  326-7771) 
 
 

 
 
 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 

Saturday – 5pm;  Sunday – 7am / 9am / 4pm 

12noon -Spanish / 6:00pm -Spanish 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
 Sunday – 8am 

 

HOLY ROSARY   
 Sunday – 10am 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21ST 

• 5pm—George Hall, deceased 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22ND 
4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

• 7am—Rose C. Bearth, birthday 
remembrance blessings! 

• 8am (IC)— 

• 9am—Mike Stanbrough, 1st anniversary of 
his death 

• 10am (HR)—Vickie Gourley, for healing 

• 12noon (Spanish)— 

• 4pm—Carol Mikula, deceased, birthday 
remembrance 

• 6pm (Spanish)— 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23RD 

• 7am—Adele Gerard, deceased, birthday 
blessings! 

• 12noon—Daniel Joseph Minan, deceased 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH 

• 6pm—Wayne Lemanski, deceased 

• 8pm—Diana Botelho, birthday blessings! 

• 10pm—Adele Gerard, deceased 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH 

• 7am—Joseph Padillo, for healing 

• 8am (IC)— 

• 9am—Daniel Joseph Minan, deceased 

• 10am (HR)— 

• 12noon (Spanish)— 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26TH 

• 7am—Solina Casttilio, Maria Blanca & 
Luzvimenda Martin, all deceased 

• 12noon—Daniel Joseph Minan, deceased 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27TH 

• 7am—Lê Thi Trāng, deceased 

• 12noon—David Wilkenson, 6th anniversary 

of his death 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28TH 

• 7am—Betty Nelson, 6th anniversary of her 

death 

     A Mass intention can be scheduled by calling the 

Office at 326-7771.  If you’d like to request a specific 

day and Mass time, call well in advance of the date 

to secure it.  Mass cards are available. 

Office Christmas Schedule 
     The Office will be CLOSED on 

Tuesday, December 24th, and on 

Wednesday, December 25th, Tuesday, 

December 31st and on January 1st in 

observance of the Christmas and New 

Year’s holidays.   
 

Adoration 
     Their will be no Adoration on Christ-

mas Day.  Adoration will resume the fol-

lowing Wednesday. 
  

Christmas Mass Schedule 

     Christmas Eve Masses and Christmas 

Day Masses at St. Michael’s: 

Christmas Eve (Tue-Dec 24th) 

6pm / 8pm / 10pm  

Christmas Day (Wed-Dec 25th) 

7am / 9am / 12pm (Spanish) 

 

There will be NO 7am/12noon Masses on 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

     There will also be Masses at our Mis-

sion Churches on Christmas Day, 

Wednesday, December 25th: 

Immaculate Conception:  8am 

Holy Rosary:  10am 
 

3rd Annual Christmas 
Concert—Po Hemolele 

     There is still time to purchase your 

tickets to our 3rd Annual Christmas 

Classic Concert “Po Hemolele” on 

Thursday, December 26th.   

     Please join us for this fantastic fund-

raiser, in which 100% of all proceeds go 

to reduce our building fund debt.  Check 

in will begin at 4:30pm with wonderful 

wines and cheeses before the perfor-

mance.  The concert will be from 5:30—

6:30pm.  Highly acclaimed musicians 

will perform Christmas Classics includ-

ing Pianist Annu Shionoya, Violinist 

Ursula Vietze, Cellist Michael Cripps, 

Dancer Shizuno Nasu and our own 

Walter Nicolas Bacxa and the hula min-

istry.  Coffee and sweets will be served 

following the concert. 

     Seating is limited.  General tickets are 

$75 per person.  Don’t wait to purchase 

your tickets.  Tickets will be sold after 

today’s Masses at St. Michael’s or can be 

purchased by calling the Parish Office 

at 808-326-7771.  If purchasing tickets in 

the Parish Office we only take exact cash 

or checks.      

Marriage Encounter 
     Married Couples. Would you like to 

relive the excitement, romance and pas-

sion from your honeymoon?  Rekindle 

that spark on a Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Weekend.  The next weekend 

in West Hawaii is set for: January 24—

26, 2020 at Immaculate Conception 

Church in Holualoa.  For more info or 

to apply, go to Hawaii wwme.org or call 

808-268-1578. 

 

Receiving Communion  
     The proper way to receive the Body 

and Blood of Christ, is to stand and bow 

before receiving.  Please reverence the 

Body of Christ and Precious Blood with 

a bow even if you do not receive one of 

the species. 

 

E Komo Mai! 
   We extend a warm Aloha to all visitors 

and hope you will enjoy being a part of 

our liturgical celebration.  If you are new 

to our parish, we encourage you to regis-

ter as a member today.  You can register 

in the office, complete the form in the 

kiosks and put in the metal boxes on the 

kiosks, or register on our website at 

stmichaelparishkona.org. 
 

A Tax Reminder 
     Think of your Church when you are 

making your end of year tax free contri-

butions.  Important Notice:  To ensure 

the deductibility of your Church contri-

butions, please do not file your 2019 Tax 

Return until you’ve received a written 

acknowledgment of your contributions 

from the Church.  You may lose a deduc-

tion for some contributions if you file 

your tax return before receiving a written 

acknowledgment from us. 
 

Email & Text Scams 
     Parishioners have received emails and 

texts from someone pretending to be Fr. 

Lio that include a solicitation for money, 

gift cards, etc.  Please know that the Fr. 

Lio NEVER sends out messages of this 

nature and that any such request should 

be ignored and deleted.  Fr. Lio does not 

have email.  This is a problem facing 

pastors nationwide.  Also, these solici-

tations do not feature our priests true 

contact information.  We are blessed with 

many generous and devout parishioners 

and do not want anyone to be taken 

Important Phone Numbers 
Catholic Charities-Hawaii: 

Kona - 331-4673 / Hilo - 961-7050 

Care Hawaii:  800-753-6879 

Domestic Abuse Shelter:  322-SAFE (7233) 

The Friendly Place:  464-0032 

Habitat for Humanity ReStore:  331-8010 

HeleOn Bus:  961-8744 

HOPE Services:  933-6013 

Human Trafficking:  Suzanna Tiapula, 

Big Island Prosecuting Atty:  961-0466  

The Salvation Army:  (808) 326-2330 

Office of Veterans’ Services:  (808) 933-0315 

Neighborhood Place of Kona:  808-331-8777 
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December 12th and 14th—15th, 2019 

advantage of.  Mahalo! 

 

Denny’s Restaurant 
     The co-owner of Denny’s Restaurant, Ali Sahito, has gra-

ciously offered to donate 20% of your total bill from Denny’s 

to St. Michael’s Church.  Bring your receipts to St. Michael’s 

and place in the metal box attached to each kiosk.   Mahalo Ali 

Sahito for your generosity! 
 

Smile.Amazon 

     When shopping for Christmas gifts, birthday’s, anniversaries, 

etc., please use the link below to register your Amazon account 

with Amazon Smile to help benefit St. Michael’s every time you 

shop!   https://smile.amazon.com/ch/ 364686125 
 

 

 

 3rd Annual Christmas Concert—Po Hemolele:  Thursday, 

December 26th at 4:30pm at St. Michael’s. 

 

 Worldwide Marriage Encounter:  Friday, January 24th—

Sunday, January 26th, 2020 at Immaculate Conception 

Church in Holualoa.   

 

 

     Our next class is on Friday January 10th.  Merry Christmas 

to all and have a safe and blessed New Year celebration! 

     For more information contact Edwina Fujimoto, Youth Min-

istry Coordinator, efujimoto@rcchawaii.org or 808-895-7105. 

 

 

        
Treasures From Our  Tradition 

     How many languages do you know?  Most Americans might say 

they have a primary language, can follow the basics of another 

encountered in school or in the workplace, and maybe know the 

barest elements of a third.  Yet nearly everyone is fluent in lan-

guages of symbol and ritual, languages that transcend the spoken 

word and may perhaps communicate more clearly.  A dance, the 

delights of the table, the thrill of sport, the power of a painting, a 

shared silence on a surf‑washed beach or under a desert sky, a 

burst of delighted applause, all communicate without a single 

word. 

 Sacrament empowers fluency in these languages.  A little 

girl returning from Mass where a baby had been baptized was 

asked to summarize her day thus far.  “I went to church, and 

some little baby became my brother.”  That’s far more accurate 

than the adult’s remark, “There was a baptism at Mass today.”  

When we celebrate sacrament, Christ is always calling us into 

deeper fluency with the languages beyond speech.  Sacraments 

open our senses to the presence of God precisely so we can 

respond to the depth of that love more fully. 
                               —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

The Blessing of the Christmas Tree 
   Before celebrating this blessing you will need to invite one 

family member to be prepared to light the tree, and another fami-

TOTAL OFFERINGS  $13,451.76 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS NEEDED FOR OPERATIONS $17,991.30 

AMOUNT OVER OR SHORT -$4,539.54 

2ND COLLECTION: DEBT REDUCTION $52,002.59 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS NEEDED FOR LOAN PAYMENT $5,396.20 

AMOUNT OVER OR SHORT +$46,606.39 

MORTGAGE BALANCE AS OF 12/10/19 $539,769.71 

MONTHLY PAYMENT $23,383.60 

PRINCIPAL ONLY PAYMENT $24,822.45 

INTEREST ACCRUED   

MORTGAGE BALANCE 12/17/2019 $491,563.66 

Anointing of the Sick and Hospital & Home 
Communion -  Call the parish office at 326-7771 to make 
arrangements. 

 

Infant Baptism Dates At St.  Michael ’s-  

 Sunday—Next Baptisms will be on Sunday, January 

 26th at 7am and/or 9am;  Class on Sunday, January  

 19th at 1:30pm.  Register online. 

 Both parents and both godparents must attend. 
 

Marriage - Preparation begins six months before the 

wedding date.  Call the parish office for an information 

packet and to make arrangements for an initial interview 

with the priest.  Please do not lock in a wedding date until 

you have spoken to the priest first. 

 

Funerals -  Call the parish office before consulting with 

a funeral director/mortuary. 

Home, Car or Building Blessings -  Please contact 

the office to schedule a blessing of your Home, Car or 

Building.   

     St. Michael’s Church provides Online Giving—a conven-

ient and safe way to make a one-time or recurring donation.  

Getting started is easy—visit stmichaelparishkona.org and 

click our ONLINE GIVING tab.  When you participate, 

your gift will be securely transferred directly into the parish 

bank account.   

     Or visit https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1837  

 
     Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month at Immaculate 

Conception parking lot from 9—9:45am.  Bring your bag. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=FX1PZT4GBT&M=urn:rtn:msg:20170928190555a78e82ed09184a40a33775ce1a80p0na&R=3GOM648PW2PA2&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F36-4686125%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&A=WNIHPCEKLCJATPSX6OPBHF5VQEYA&H=Q02
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1837
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ly member to be prepared to place a new or special ornament 

upon the tree.  Begin by inviting family members to gather 

around the unlit Christmas tree.  Sing together a verse of a favor-

ite Christmas carol, pray together the Sign of the Cross and then 

offer the following prayer of blessing: 

God of all creation, as we gather around this tree, we ask Your 

blessing upon us.   

     (The appointed family member should light the tree.)  

May Your light surround us, and show us the way to love and 

serve You throughout this Christmas season. 

     (The appointed family member should place the ornament 

upon the tree.) 

May all who gather here with us enjoy the beauty of this tree, the 

warmth of laughter, and the gift of friendship.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 
—RCL Benziger 

        

The Blessing of the Family Nativity Set 
   In many cultures, it is tradition to prepare the Nativity set, but 

to place the figures of the Holy Family and the Magi apart from 

the set.  As Christmas approaches the figures of Jesus, Mary, and 

Joseph are placed closer and closer to the manager.  Following 

Christmas, the figures of the Magi also move close and closer to 

the manager stall, to be placed there on the Solemnity of the 

Epiphany of the Lord.  

     Begin by gathering the family around the Nativity set or 

Christmas manger scene.  Sing together “Away in a Manager” 

and pray together the Sign of the Cross.  Then, offer the follow-

ing prayer of blessing: 

God of all creation, this Nativity set reminds us of Jesus, whose 

birth was witnessed by the stars in the sky, and the animals in 

the field.  May this manager scene remind us to prepare rooms 

for Jesus to come into our home and into our hearts each and 

every day.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 
—RCL Benziger 

 

Mary & Joseph 
   Mary and Joseph play a key role in our Catholic devotional 

and spiritual life.  No doubt, much of our devotion to Jesus’ 

mother, Mary, and His foster father, Joseph, is rooted in our 

appreciation of their willingness to put themselves at the dispos-

al of the will of God, to seek what God most desired of them and 

to carry it out.  We find their example inspiring and their prox-

imity to the Lord consoling and encouraging.  Knowing that they 

said yes to God in such dramatic and pivotal ways, even when 

there was so much at stake and there were so many obstacles to 

take into account, gives us much to ponder.  Yet there is some-

thing else we must not forget:  while God could have come to be 

with us as a child in any manner at all, God chose to be with us 

through the active and humble cooperation of a woman and a 

man, Mary and Joseph. 

     Of all the names connected to our Lord, two stand out in the 

ways that they describe the identity and mission of the Lord:  

“Emmanuel:  God is with us” and “Jesus:  God saves.”  The 

most stunning thing about our Christian faith is that God is not 

distant, abstract, demanding, a god of wrath and military might.  

Rather, God desires to be near to us, in relationship, one with us 

in our challenges and in our joys.  God is with us even when 

remaining with us will lead to betrayal, persecution, and violent 

death.  God who is beyond all of this struggle remains with us so 

that we might transcend the limitations of our human nature in 

order to become more like God, to embrace the divine light that 

resides within each of us.  As we approach the celebration of 

Christmas, consider this:  what does it mean to you that God is 

with us, now and always?  What does this call you to be and to 

do as a Christian, as a follower of God’s Son, Jesus, who is with 

us and who saves us?  
               —© 2019,  J. S. Paluch Company, Inc.  12/22/2019 
 

The Nativity of Christ—December 25th 
   *Incarnation 
     The Gospel record of the birth of Jesus reminds us of two 

vitally important things:  He was God’s only begotten Son, and 

He was fully human, complete with umbilical cord and an 

infant’s dependent vulnerability. 

     The earliest Christian preaching and teaching emphasized 

Jesus’ death and resurrection.  In this, we have evidence of God 

at work in our world.  Eventually, the first evangelists began to 

recount the things Jesus said, and they reported His activity 

among people.  Details regarding the conception, birth, and 

childhood of Jesus appear to have come later in the process of 

telling others about Him. 

     Behind various episodes in the familiar Christmas story there 

are firm points of agreement.  Mary and Joseph were engaged, 

but had not had sexual relations.  Joseph was a descendent of 

King David.  Angels announced the birth and stated the name of 

Jesus.  God’s Holy Spirit was involved in Mary’s pregnancy.  

Bethlehem during the reign of King Herod was the place and 

time of His birth.  Jesus grew up in Nazareth. 

     All of this, though satisfying to a scholar, fails to recognize 

the “music” of this day.  It is a mixture of celebration and quiet-

ness of joy and sorrow, of flesh and spirit, of heaven and earth. 

 

St. Stephen (first century) December 26 
   “A man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5): thus, 

Luke introduces Stephen , first of seven deacons chosen by the 

community for its ministry of charity, first to lay down his life in 

witness to Christ.  As the Church’s first martyr, Stephen’s life 

and death mirror the preaching and passion of Jesus, “the faith-

ful witness” (Greek, martyr) (Revelation 1:5).  Like Jesus, Ste-

phen works “great signs and wonders among the people” (Acts 

6:8).  Like Jesus, when falsely accused, Stephen’s face radiates 

angelic serenity (Acts 6:15), though his tongue, like Jesus’, is a 

two-edged sword.  As the dying Jesus forgave His executioners, 

even making excuses for them, then commended His spirit into 

His Father’s hands (Luke 23:34, 46), so Stephen intercedes for 

his murderers and begs Jesus to receive his spirit (Acts 7:60, 59).  

How fruitful both passions!  The penitent thief inherits Paradise; 

Saul, who consented to Stephen’s killing, is transformed into the 

fearless preacher Paul.  Thus, Stephen challenges us to bear wit-

ness not in words only, but by Christ-like forgiveness toward all. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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GIFT SHOP OPEN: 
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75-5769 Alii Drive ~ Kailua-Kona, HI 

 

Please help pay down the debt to  

St. Michael’s Building Fund.   

A “Donate” button is on our  

website. 

Go to stmichaelparishkona.org for the 

convenience of sending any gift to the 

Building Debt Reduction Fund. 
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Include St. Michael the Archangel Church 
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Michael’s is a visible sign of the generosi-
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 St. Michael’s Mission and 
Vision 

     Mission:  We are disciples who act 

justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly 

with God. 

     Vision:  Inspired by the Spirit of the 

Lord as disciples of Jesus, we use our 

time, talent, and treasure to serve with 

justice, love, and peace. 
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Call Brenda in the Parish Office 
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Holy Mary, 

Mother of 

God - 

Pray for Us! 

 

www.SunriseNurseryKona.com 

Email:  sunrisenurseryllc@yahoo.com 

808-329-7593 

Find us on Facebook 

 

Margo’s Back!  
 

Consulting & 
Plant Finding  

Lemus Maintenance 
           Landscaping:        Painting: 

               • Mowing                  • Wood Refinishing 
          • Weed Control   • Latex Paints 
           • Bug Control         • Spray 
Irrigation Check and more!       and more! 
 

Call René Lemus Today! 

808-217-7938 
lemusmaintenance@outlook.com 

 

Find us on Facebook 

www.dodomortuary.com

HILO-Main Office 
199 Wainaku Street 
Hilo, Hawaii  96720 
Ph:  808-935-5751 
Fax: 808-935-1074 

KONA Branch 
79-7591 Mamalahoa Hwy. 
Kealakekua, Hawaii  96750 

Ph:  808-322-9529 
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