
Next Week’s Readings 

Reading I – Acts of the Apostles 2:14a, 36-41 | Psalm – 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
Reading II – 1 Peter 2:20b-25 | Gospel – John 10:1-10 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
Established July 5, 1840  

 

 

God’s Plan 

     Saint Peter speaks to us twice 

today.  In the First Reading, we hear 

an excerpt from his sermon on Pen-

tecost; in the Second, part of his First 

Letter.  Once a frightened, uneducat-

ed fisherman who often said just the 

wrong thing, now Peter is speaking 

what he knows to be true.  Every-

thing Jesus had said now makes 

sense.  His death and rising were all 

part of God’s plan, and our faith and 

hope can be centered on God. 
 

     Today’s Gospel tells the story of 

Jesus’ walk to Emmaus with two of 

the disciples.  Frightened, sad, and 

confused, the two of them don’t rec-

ognize Jesus, who tells them what we 

heard Peter say above:  All this had 

to happen as part of God’s plan.  In the 

end, these disciples recognize Jesus 

as we are to recognize Him—in the 

breaking of the bread. 
 

—Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. 

Third Sunday of Easter 
Reading I – Acts of the Apostles 2:14, 22-33 | Psalm – 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 

Reading II – 1 Peter 1:17-21 | Gospel – Luke 24:13-35 

 

“His death and rising were all 

part of God’s plan, and our 

faith and hope can be centered 

on God.” 
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Life of Stewardship 
     Today’s Readings focus on a theme of “sojourning.”  As Christian 

stewards, we know our lives are a sojourn towards the ultimate destina-

tion of heaven. 

     Our Gospel passage today des-

cribes the sojourn of the two disci-

ples on the road to Emmaus.  The 

two are dejected and despondent 

after Jesus’ death.  They knew Jesus 

personally.  They had heard the Gos-

pel message directly from His lips.  

They heard the testimony of the 

women who discovered the empty 

tomb of our Lord and saw a vision of angels announcing He was alive.  

They had been informed by other disciples who went to the tomb that 

all was exactly as the women reported.  How much more obvious could 

the Good News be? 

     And yet, at times, the reaction of the two disciples describes our 

own stewardship journey, doesn’t it?  We have the fullness of the Cath-

olic faith, the power of the sacraments, the support of our parish family.  

Yet, we often lose our way.  We fail to see all the gifts we have been 

given.  We lack trust in the perfect goodness and almighty power of 

God. 

     But notice what happens to the two men when eyes are opened once 

again and they recognize Jesus in the Eucharist — the “breaking of the 

bread.”  They are transformed!  Their hearts are set on fire with love for 

the Lord and their faith.  They recall that their hearts began “burning 

within” as the Lord was explaining the Scriptures to them.  When we 

find we have lost our way, we can go to the same sources as the two 

disciples on the road to Emmaus — the Scriptures and the Eucharist. 

     In this Easter season, resolve to feast deeply on these two sources of 

grace. They are the fuel that will propel us on journey towards heaven. 
 

—Stewardship Reflections by The Catholic Steward and Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

Online Sunday Masses 

• 3rd Sunday of Easter—Sunday, April 26th Mass is being 

live-streamed from St. Michael’s Church at 9am in English 

and 11am in Spanish: 

 

Facebook Live:  https://www.facebook.com/onecatholic 

ohana/live OR 

 

• YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCjcrClzEjgT3GW2sKiyZ80A/live 

 

 

• 3rd Sunday of Easter: April 26th, 9am: catholichawaii.org 
 

Private Masses Offered Daily 
     Our priests are celebrating private Masses daily at 6am 

(Fr. Noé) and at 6pm (Fr. Lio); however, the Church is 

still CLOSED until authorities give the “all clear.”  The 

shutdown is in place till April 30th.  If you’d like to request 

a Mass intention, please call the office at (808) 326-7771.  

Check the website for updates:  stmichaelparishkona.org. 

 

     Still cancelled:  Confessions/ Adoration/ Faith Formation 

classes/ RCIA/ Visits to the hospital, the homebound, Life 

Care Center are suspended/ Funerals and Weddings are 

postponed or cancelled. 
 

Other Mass Celebrations via the Media 
* Livestreamed Masses (go to catholichawaii.org): 

   1. Cathedral Basilica of Our Lady of Peace—Sundays 9am 

 

   2. Cathedral Basilica—Oahu - Monday to Saturday at 8am 

 

* Mass with Bishop Robert Barron daily at 8:15am ET - go 

to wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 

 

* EWTN.com - Mass online [check the website for time] 

* EWTN Mass-Spectrum Channel 1408 [TV Guide for time] 

 

* USCCB directs people to go to: 

   1. watchthemass.com from the Catholic TV Network - 

Masses daily; go to the website to check the time 

 

   2. Vatican News Live Stream of Pope Francis’ Masses - go 

to “Pope Francis-Holy Mass” 

 

   3. Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-

ception - go to nationalshrine.org/mass/  and click on the 

red box “Watch Mass Online” 
 

Food Pantry News 

     On April 20th, we held an emergency Food Drive for 

desperately needed Food Pantry items.  THANK YOU to all 

who responded by bringing canned and dry foods to St. 

Michael’s, and even cash donations.  Mahalo to the follow-

ing people who helped make this happen:  Costco Managers 

Tim Wiley and Lianne Shimaoka-Lopez / Cindy Culhane / 

Cookie Haanio / Rigley Llanes / Susan Bender / Ken, Joy, 

Tea, and Kai Van Bergen.  This was truly an effort inspired 

by the Holy Spirit, and we are grateful to all who had a part 

in making it possible for our Food Pantry to remain open to 

feed the hungry Kona community. 

     If you’d like to help restock the Food Pantry shelves for 

the next distribution, please bring your canned and dry food 

donations to our next FOOD DRIVE on Monday—May 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter Greetings! 
     Easter greetings, my brothers and sisters!  ALLELUIA—He is 

risen!!  Please know you continue to be in my prayers as I celebrate 

Mass each day at 6am and 6pm.  I will keep you in prayer and thank 

the Lord for you each day.  Be well.     —Fr. Lio 

 

 

This Weekend’s Online Masses 
* 2nd Sunday of Easter/ Divine Mercy Mass with Fr. Lio  and Fr. 

Joe Badding:  on Sunday, April 19th at 9am: 

 

Facebook Live:  https://www.facebook.com/onecatholic 

ohana/live OR YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube. 

com/channel/UCjcrClzEjgT3GW2sKiyZ80A/live 

 

[NOTE:  Mass with Fr. Lio will be live-streamed every Sunday  

Photo Below:  The FOOD DRIVE this past Monday was successful in getting 

enough food for Wednesday’s distribution at our Food Pantry.  This was only 

one of 4 vehicles that were loaded with food and taken up to Holualoa.  

Thank you to all who responded to our plea for help!  —Photo by Susan Bender 

https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=eefe9c6a5e&e=ffc52bbae9
https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=0a764fc7b8&e=ffc52bbae9
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     We all need to be aware of the increased risk of child abuse 

in this current environment of uncertainty that mandates social 

distancing and self-isolation, and we can also use this period of 

time to renew our commitment to caring for victims of abuse 

and protecting our most vulnerable. 

 

     Go online to the following link for some tips on staying con-

nected, managing stress and anxiety, and additional resources 

for parents and adults who work directly with minors:  https:// 

Preventchildabuse.org/coronavirus-resources/.  For more 

information on the Diocese of Honolulu’s child and youth pro-

tection and abuse prevention efforts, contact the Diocesan Safe 

Environment Director, Kristin Leandro, at (808) 203-6719 or 

kleandro@rcchawaii.org. 

 

     Here are a few clear, concrete tips for physically distancing 

while staying emotionally and socially connected: 

 

* Connect With Family—right now is a great time to connect 

with family members near and far.  Call/ Skype/ FaceTime/ 

Zoom with family members; Look at photo albums and dis-

cuss family heritage; Create a family tree; Write letters to 

or create cards for relatives (perhaps an overdue thank you 

note for that really nifty gift you received?) 

 

* Connect With Friends and Neighbors—our social circles often 

serve as our greatest system of support, and there’s plenty to do 

in lieu of play dates, shared meals, and group gatherings.  Go 

outside and greet and talk to neighbors and passersby from 

a safe distance; Host a virtual meal; Attend a virtual concert 

(“cloud clubbing”), church service, or exercise or yoga class; 

Play an online game together. 

 

* Connect With Culture—with many schools closed and parents 

working from home, this is a great time for you and your chil-

dren to connect with your culture, as well as cultural institu-

tions.  Read books about your culture; Cook a meal together 

that reflects your cultural heritage; Virtually visit more 

than 1,200 museums around the world. 

 

* Connect With Yourself—confronted with the constant barrage 

of information, uncertainty, and day-to-day realities of caring 

for children, family, and loved ones, it is critical to find ways to 

connect with yourself.  Meditate or do yoga; Journal or read; 

Exercise; Take a bath. 
 

 

Bikeshare Hawaii Island 
     Offers Free Bike Rides 
     Riding bikes allows for much-needed exercise, providing 

both physical and mental health, while practicing social distanc-

ing.  The Bikeshare Program offers exercise and transportation 

to folks who do not have bikes, by offering a 3-month Unlim-

ited 60 Minute Bike Ride membership to Hawaii Island resi-

dents starting April 10th through June 30th, 2020.  Bikeshare 

Hawaii Island staff are following cleaning protocols to clean 

bikes and stations. 

 

     Visit hawaiiislandbikeshare.org to sign up for a free 3-

month membership.  Your membership can also be set up using 

the CycleFinder app.  Questions?  Call (888) 859-2453. 
 

18th from 9-11am.  All food items will be received at the front 

part of the Church property (in the small parking lot up front.) 
 

Financial and Food Stamps Assistance 
     The Dept. of Human Services continues to serve residents 

throughout this crisis.  Apply online for Financial and Supple-

mental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits at 

humanservices.hawaii.gov/bessd/ -click on digital_fillable/ 

printableapplication_form on the DHS website.  Print and 

sign it, then mail it or drop it off at:  

 

     North Kona 2 Unit (664) 

     75-5722 Hanama Place, Suite 1105 

     Kailua-Kona, HI  96740-4127  |  PH: (808) 327-4980 

 

     South Kona Unit (633) / Captain Cook Civic Center 

     82-6130 Mamalahoa Highway, Building 2 

     Captain Cook, HI  96704  |  PH: (808) 323-7573 

 

Open 7:45am-4:30pm; there’s a reduction in staff at these pro-

cessing centers, but they’re working hard to manage the work-

load and provide reduced exposure for all.  Please be patient as 

the staff works quickly to process requests and applications. 
 

Individual and Family Grants 
     From ModestNeeds.org 
     Public housing residents and households who, because they 

are working and live just above the poverty level, are eligible to 

apply for an annual grant of up to $1,250 to cover unexpected/

emergency expenses and monthly bills unpaid due to extenuat-

ing circumstances within the past year.  Special consideration is 

given to persons living alone (single persons with no dependent 

children), public school teachers, and first responders.  Anyone 

can apply online at www.ModestNeeds. 

org.  Contact information:  Crystal van Beelen / Dept. of 

Emergency Management / Business PH:  808) 723-8956 / 

Fax: (808) 768-1492 / Email: cvanbeelen@honolulu.gov 
 

Kupuna Shopping Hours 

     Some stores in the Kona area are offering special shopping 

hours for seniors and vulnerable populations: 

 

KTA:  Kailua-Kona:  Sunday & Wednesday 5-6am 

           Keauhou:  Sunday & Wednesday 6-7am 

Costco:  Tuesday & Thursday 8-10am 

Target:  Wednesday 7-8am 

Sack n’ Save:  Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 5-6am; 

          5% Senior Discount is available these days and times 

Safeway:  Tuesday & Thursday 6-9am 

Walmart:  Tuesday 6-7am 

 

National Child Abuse Prevention Month 

     National Child Abuse Prevention Month recognizes the im-

portance of families and communities working together to pre-

vent child abuse and neglect, and promotes the social and emo-

tional well-being of children and families.  During the month of 

April and throughout the year, the Diocese of Honolulu works 

to increase awareness and provide education and support to our 

families through resources and strategies focused on preventing 

child abuse and neglect. 
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Stewardship of Treasure 
April 18th—24th, 2020 

HOPE Services and Others Offer Financial 
    Assistance to Hawaii Island Residents 

     Thanks to a $100,000 Grant from Hawaii Community 

Foundation and a $141,000 Grant from Hawaii Island United 

Way’s Rent & Utility Assistance Program, financial help is 

available to low-income Hawaii Island residents experiencing 

financial hardship because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

     The funding will allow 3 Hawaii Island non-profit organi-

zations, HOPE Services Hawaii, Neighborhood Place of Puna, 

and Hawaii County Economic Opportunity Council, the op-

portunity to approve one-time emergency financial assistance 

of up to $1,000 per household to Hawaii Island residents who 

have recently been laid off or whose income has been reduced. 

     Also, eligible applicants for financial emergency assistance 

must meet income limits, currently earning at or below 80% of 

Hawaii County’s Area Median Income (AMI).  The 80% AMI 

cap starts at $46,700 for an individual, and increases with each 

additional family member.  Verification of income, proof of 

economic hardship as a result of the pandemic, and a govern-

ment-issued Hawaii ID is required. 

 

* HOPE Services Hawaii:  Phone (808) 935-3050; Website 

www.hopeserviceshawaii.org—Will be able to assist house-

holds seeking mortgage, rent, or utility assistance.  HOPE Ser-

vices will assist with payment of one household bill/expense. 

 

*Neighborhood Place of Puna:  Phone (808) 965-5550; 

Website http://neighborhoodplace.org/ - Will assist with 

rent and utility costs only.  Applicants of this program can 

apply once a month for up to three (3) months.  

 

*Hawaii County Economic Opportunity Council:  Phone 

(808) 935-5219; Website http://hceoc.net 

     Or call United Way at 211 for more information.  Funding 

is limited and agencies are asking for your consideration in 

making sure you meet all requirements before applying.  Pay-

ments will be sent directly to creditors on behalf of applicants. 
 

Keeping in Touch With Parishioners 

     If you know of any parishioners who are currently strug-

gling with daily duties, need someone to go to the grocery 

store for them, or may like to receive a friendly call, please 

contact the parish office to let us know:  (808) 326-7771. 
 

The REAL ID Deadline is Postponed 
     “Due to circumstances resulting from the COVID-19 pan-

demic and the national emergency declaration, the Dept. of 

Homeland Security ... is extending the REAL ID enforcement 

deadline beyond the current October 1, 2020 deadline.  I have 

determined that states require a twelve-month delay and that 

the new deadline for REAL ID enforcement is October 1, 

2021.  DHS will publish a notice of the new deadline in the 

Federal Register in the coming days.” 

—Statement by Acting Secretary of Department of Homeland Security 

Chad Wolf; Release Date:  March 26, 2020 
 

Moms & Tots Diaper Ministry Needs 

     Our Diaper Ministry continues to serve families in need of 

diapers and baby wipes.  Please bring Size 5 or 6 Diapers and 

Baby Wipes to the parish office on Friday—May 1st between 

10am and 12pm and leave in the box labeled, “Moms & Tots.” 

 

Spiritual Communion 
     What is spiritual communion?  St. Thomas Aquinas des-

cribed it as “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the most Holy 

Sacrament and lovingly embrace Him” at a time or in circum-

stances when we cannot receive Him in sacramental Commun-

ion.  With the absence of public Masses in the Diocese of 

Honolulu, the opportunity for receiving spiritual communion 

is particularly appropriate. 

     Spiritual communion only requires the same disposition as 

the actual reception of the sacrament and a turning to Jesus 

with the heart.  No particular prayer or formulary is required; 

however, to help focus a proper intention, recitation of a pray-

er is suggested:  

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Blessed Sacrament.  

I love You above all things and I desire You with all my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already in my heart and unite myself 

to You completely.  Please do not let me ever be separated from 

You.  Amen. 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 
     Blessings on your continued sacrificial giving!  Your 

offerings in this difficult time, through mailed-in donations or 

OnLine Giving, are gratefully received.  Your stewardship of 

treasure this past week totaled over $11,000!  (see above)  I 

continue to privately celebrate the Mass every day, and I keep 

all of you in my prayers.  God bless you!  —Fr. Lio 
 

Treasures From Our Tradition 

     “Mystagogy,” reflection on the Easter mysteries, is the 

chief task of these great fifty days, a “pentecost,” in other 

words, of grace and renewal.  Every Sunday we have accounts 

of Resurrection appearances of the Lord, and sketches of the 

earliest efforts at being Church. 

     Lent is described as a journey to the font, and Easter may 

be described in similar terms, since at the very beginning an 

angel tells the apostles that the Risen Lord “has gone before 

you into Galilee.”  Galilee, of course, was the place where 

Jesus did His finest work, His preaching, His healing, His 

gathering the lost and the marginalized to the table.  At Easter, 

we hurry to catch up, putting our renewed baptismal promises 

to work in our own personal Galilees, our little worlds waiting 

for a word of grace, a healing, an act of pardon, an invitation 

to share a meal. 

     The water often splashed on our Sunday assemblies in 

Eastertide reminds us: these are the golden, shining days of 

grace, days to nurture the heart, to speak to one another about 

things that really matter. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

OFFERINGS  $9,907.37 

PARISH CENTER FUND 

DEBT REDUCTION 

$250.00 

$1,500.00 

TOTAL: $11,657.37 


