
Next Week’s Readings 

Reading I – Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 | Psalm – 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 
Reading II – Ephesians 1:17-23 | Gospel – Matthew 28:16-20 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
Established July 5, 1840  

 

 

The Reason for Our Hope 

     “What is the reason for your hope?”  

Imagine somebody coming up to you 

and asking you that question.  Not 

“What are you hoping for?” or “What 

are you hoping to do?”  No, this isn’t 

about our desires for possessions or 

aspirations for life, it’s “Why do you 

hope?” 

 

     Peter today tells us that we ought to 

be ready to give an answer to this ques-

tion.  Truth be told, few of us spend 

much time thinking about why we 

hope.  Luckily, the Scriptures today 

give us our answers. 

 

     We hope because Christ suffered for 

us, in order that we might come to God.  

We hope because we know that, in the 

Spirit, God grants us another Advocate 

through Christ to remain with us 

always.  No matter what we might hope 

for, whatever we might hope to do, we 

must always first know and proclaim the 

reason for our hope: the presence of God 

in Christ, with us through the power of the 

Spirit. 

—Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Reading I – Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8, 14-17 | Psalm – 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 

Reading II – 1 Peter 3:15-18 or 1 Peter 4:13-16 | Gospel – John 14:15-21 or John 17:1-11a 

 

“…[T]he reason for our 

hope: the presence of God in 

Christ, with us through the 

power of the Spirit.” 
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Life of Stewardship 
     On this Sixth Sunday of Easter, our Readings remind us that 

God must come first in our lives, and that love of God shows itself 

in concrete actions — this is precisely why the stewardship way of 

life is so necessary.  

 

     Our Second Reading, from St. 

Peter challenges us to, “Sanctify 

Christ as Lord in your hearts.”  In 

other words, we are to put Christ 

first above all else in our lives.  His 

role is not merely as Savior of our 

lives, as significant as that role is — 

He is to be “Lord” of our lives as 

well.  As His disciples, we are called 

to make Him ruler of all aspects of 

our lives — our time, talents, and 

treasure. 

 

     The beauty of the stewardship way of life is that it offers us a 

concrete means to show that Christ truly is Lord of our lives, to 

“prove” our love, in a manner of speaking, because true love is not 

mere sentiment.  “Whoever has my commandments and observes 

them is the one who loves me,” Jesus tells us in our Gospel passage 

from John. 

 

     True love is an act of the will.  It requires obedience to all of 

God’s Commandments.  This requires courage, humility and deep 

trust in Him.  But the rewards of this kind of love are indescribably 

wonderful.  Christ tells us Himself, “Whoever loves Me will be 

loved by My Father, and I will love him and reveal Myself to him.”  

Could there be anything more satisfying to live in such a way that 

the God of the universe is pleased to reveal more and more of Him-

self to us? 
 

—Stewardship Reflections by The Catholic Steward and Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

Cathedral Basilica of Our Lady of Peace—Oahu 

Sunday: 9 AM (Bishop Silva) / Monday to Saturday: 8 AM 

https://www.facebook.com/HonoluluCathedralBasilica/  

or https://hawaiicatholictv.com/ 
 

 

Private Masses Offered Daily 
     Our priests celebrate private Masses daily at 6am (Fr. 

Noé) and at 6pm (Fr. Lio).  The Church is CLOSED until 

authorities give the “all clear;” the shutdown is extended till 

May 31st.  If you’d like to request a Mass intention, call the 

office at (808) 326-7771.  Check for updates at the parish 

website:  stmichaelparishkona.org. 

 

Cancelled: Confessions/ Adoration/ Faith Formation clas-

ses/ RCIA/ Visits to the hospital, homebound, Life Care 

Center/ Funerals and weddings are postponed or cancelled. 

 

 

Other Mass Celebrations via the Media 
* Mass with Bishop Robert Barron daily at 8:15am ET - go 

to wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 

* EWTN.com - Mass online [check the website for time] 

* EWTN Mass-Spectrum Channel 1408 [TV Guide for time] 

* USCCB directs people to go to: 

   1. watchthemass.com from the Catholic TV Network - 

Masses daily; go to the website to check the time 

   2. Vatican News Live Stream of Pope Francis’ Masses - go 

to “Pope Francis-Holy Mass” 

   3. Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-

ception - go to nationalshrine.org/mass/  and click on the 

red box “Watch Mass Online” 

 

 

Faith Formation News 

     In this week’s Gospel passage, Jesus tells us that if we 

love Him, then we will keep His Commandments.  Jesus will 

not leave us to live out the Commandments on our own.  He 

promises to send us an Advocate—the Holy Spirit—to give 

us the grace to live them out.  Help your children evaluate 

their own progress living out the Ten Commandments in 

their own lives. 

 

     The Two Great Commandments:  Rate yourself from 

1 to 10 (1 = really struggle; 10 = mastered it) for each Com-

mandment. 

 

     A. Love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, soul, 

and mind.  My rating:  _____ / List three ways I have loved 

God this week. 

 

     B. Love your neighbor as yourself.  My rating: _____ / 

List three ways I have loved my neighbor this week. 

 

—Darlene Gawlik, Catequist 

 

 

Food Drive on Monday 

       Help replenish the food needed for the next Food Pantry 

distribution by bringing canned and dry food donations to 

our FOOD DRIVE Monday - May 18th, from 9-11am.  

Especially needed are canned corn and green beans, or 

other canned vegetables.  Drop-off in the front parking lot 

at St. Michael’s Church. 

Online Mass Schedules 

St. Michael’s Church:  9am (English) and 11am (Spanish) 

 

Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/onecatholicohana/live 

or YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjcr 

ClzEjgT3GW2sKiyZ80A/live 

 

 

 

Photo at Left: 

 

 

THANK YOU to the many people 

who brought Diapers sizes 5 and 

6, plus Baby Wipes for our Moms 

and Tots Diaper Ministry!  Your 

generous donations helped several 

mothers who need help in getting 

diapers for their small children.  

Your kindness, especially in this 

very difficult time, is heartwarming 

and so appreciated.  God bless you! 

 

—Photo by Susan Bender 

https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=eefe9c6a5e&e=ffc52bbae9
https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=0a764fc7b8&e=ffc52bbae9
https://www.facebook.com/HonoluluCathedralBasilica/
https://hawaiicatholictv.com/
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     Leases are normally for six months or one year.  There may 

be some flexibility during the pandemic.  The Bezos Grant 

pays leases at the going rate for the area.  In some cases, HOPE 

Services-Hawaii may be listed as the tenant and there may be 

some supportive services for the family, which assures that you 

will have a good renter. 

 

     If you have a house or condo that you can rent long-term, 

call HOPE Services-Hawaii at (808) 935-3050.  They can pro-

vide you with more information about leasing your vacant prop-

erty through the Bezos Day One Grant program. 
 

 

Financial Assistance for Big Island Residents 
     Grants totaling $241,000 toward financial help is available to 

low-income Hawaii Island residents experiencing financial 

hardship because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The funding will 

allow the opportunity to approve one-time emergency financial 

assistance of up to $1,000 per household to Hawaii Island resi-

dents who have recently been laid off or whose income has 

been reduced. 

 

 

* HOPE Services Hawaii:  Phone (808) 935-3050; Website 

www.hopeserviceshawaii.org—Will be able to assist house-

holds seeking mortgage, rent, or utility assistance.  HOPE Ser-

vices will assist with payment of one household bill/expense. 

 

*Neighborhood Place of Puna:  Phone (808) 965-5550; Web-

site http://neighborhoodplace.org/ - Will assist with rent and 

utility costs only.  Applicants of this program can apply once a 

month for up to three (3) months. 

 

*Hawaii County Economic Opportunity Council:  Phone 

(808) 935-5219; Website http://hceoc.net 

     Or call United Way at 211 for more information.  Funding 

is limited.  Payments will be sent directly to creditors on behalf 

of applicants. 
 

 

Track Our Diocese COVID-19 Updates 

     Go to catholichawaii.org/covid_19  and to hawaiicatholic 

herald.com/tag/coronavirus/ 

 

 

COVID-19 Test Sites in Kona  

* Saturday from 9am to 1pm / Aloha Kona Urgent Care 

Pottery Terrace / 75-5995 Kuakini Highway 

 

* Monday & Thursday from 8am to 12pm / Alii Health Ctr 

Keauhou Shopping Center / 78-6831 Alii Drive, #232 

 

* Monday—Friday from 8am to 5pm 

Kaiser Permanente Medical Ofc / 74-517 Honokohau St. 

 

* Daily (24 Hours) / Kona Community Hospital 

79-1019 Haukapila Street - Kealakekua 

 

* Monday-Wednesday-Friday-Saturday from 8am to 5pm 

Tuesday-Thursday from 8am to 7pm 

West Hawaii Community Health Center 

75-5751 Kuakini Highway, Suite 104 

 

* Monday—Friday from 8am to 5pm 

West Hawaii Community Health Center—Kealakeke 

74-5214 Keanalehu Drive (near the High School) 

Other Food Distributions 

     The Food Basket:  Old Kona Airport the 3rd Friday of the 

month at 10am.  For immediate assistance or if you do not 

have a vehicle, call (808) 322-1418. 

     Grab-and-Go Student Meals:  Kahakai Elementary School, 

Kealakehe Intermediate School, and Konawaena High School 

provide breakfast and lunch free of charge to children 18 years 

or younger, regardless of eligibility for free or reduced price 

meals, Mondays through Fridays, excluding holidays. 

Breakfast Service:  7:30-8am (consume meals by 10am)

Lunch Service:  11:30am-12pm (consume meals by 2pm) 

 

 

Financial and Food Stamps Assistance 
     Apply online for Financial and SNAP benefits at human 

services.hawaii.gov/bessd/ -click on digital_fillable/print 

ableapplication_form on the DHS website.  Print and sign it, 

then mail it or drop it off (Open 7:45am-4:30pm) at: 

     North Kona 2 Unit (664) 

     75-5722 Hanama Place, Suite 1105 

     Kailua-Kona, HI  96740-4127  |  PH: (808) 327-4980 

     South Kona Unit (633) / Captain Cook Civic Center 

     82-6130 Mamalahoa Highway, Building 2 

     Captain Cook, HI  96704  |  PH: (808) 323-7573 

 

 

Individual and Family Grants 
     From ModestNeeds.org 
     Public housing residents and households who, because they 

are working and live just above the poverty level, are eligible to 

apply for an annual grant of up to $1,250 to cover unexpected/

emergency expenses and monthly bills unpaid due to extenuat-

ing circumstances within the past year.  Special consideration is 

given to persons living alone (single persons with no dependent 

children), public school teachers, and first responders.  Anyone 

can apply online at www. ModestNeeds.org.  Contact:  Crystal 

van Beelen / Dept. of Emergency Management / Business 

PH: (808) 723-8956 / Email: cvanbeelen@honolulu.gov 

 

 

Kupuna Shopping Hours 

     Stores in the Kona area are offering special shopping hours 

for seniors and vulnerable populations: 

KTA:  Kailua-Kona:  Sunday & Wednesday 5-6am 

           Keauhou:  Sunday & Wednesday 6-7am 

Costco:  Monday through Friday 9-10am (changed hours) 

Target:  Wednesday 7-8am 

Sack n’ Save:  Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 5-6am; 

          5% Senior Discount is available these days and times 

Safeway:  Tuesday & Thursday 6-9am 

Walmart:  Tuesday 6-7am 

 

 

#NoKeikiLeftOutsideCampaign 

Opportunity to Rent Out Vacant Houses and Condos 

     HOPE Services-Hawaii received a Bezos Day One Grant to 

find housing for a target of 50 homeless families.  There are 41 

families on the County-coordinated entry list who are docu-

ment ready for permanent housing.  
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Stewardship of Treasure 
May 8th—15th, 2020 

Keeping in Touch With Parishioners 

     If you know a parishioner who is currently struggling with 

daily duties, needs someone to go to the grocery store for 

them, or may like to receive a friendly call, please contact the 

parish office to let us know:  (808) 326-7771. 

     Note that a few of the St. Michael’s Staff are calling parish-

ioners, wanting to know how you’re doing, to ask if you need 

anything or if we can help in any way.  Since they’re working 

from home, they are calling from their own phones.  No… 

they are not crank calls!  Carolyn, Brenda, Sharmayne, and 

Paulette will be happy to have a chat with you! 

 

 

What Lessons Have You Learned 
     From This Pandemic? 

     We are looking for your responses, everyone!  Please mail 

in, email, or call in your response, giving us permission to 

publish in the bulletin.  We also want to hear from the keiki in 

your household.  Nothing too formal, just a note about how 

you are doing, what you’ve learned, and pointers for others 

that you think might benefit from your input.  This is a way to 

interact with other parishioners during this time of isolation.  

Fellowship without coming into contact.  We miss you, and 

look forward to hearing from you! 
 

 

Unemployment Insurance Claims 

     As of May 11th, the Dept. of Labor and Industrial Relations 

is using an alphabetical system for filing unemployment insur-

ance claims to help ease the strain on its system and streamline 

the process.  Those whose last name starts with the letters: 

* A through G should file on Mondays 

* H through O should file on Tuesdays 

* P through Z should file on Wednesdays  

 

     If you missed your day, everyone can file Thursday through 

Sunday.  The hours to file are Mon—Fri from 6:30am-11pm.  

On weekends and holidays, 9am-11pm.  

 

* General website:  https://huiclaims.hawaii.gov/ 

* Application for Determination of Insured Status: 

   https://huiclaims2020.hawaii.gov/initial-claim 

* Unemployment Benefits Claim Status: 

   https://huiclaims2020.hawaii.gov/status 

* Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance: 

   https://pua.hawaii.gov/ 

   Kona Claims Office:  dlir.ui.kona@hawaii.gov 

     As of this past week, the number of coronavirus cases on 

the Big Island remains at 75 cases, with 75 recovered cases 

and 0 (zero) active cases.  The stay-at-home mandate is still 

in place until May 31st.  If you must go out, wear a mask! 
 

 

Spiritual Communion 
     What is spiritual communion?  St. Thomas Aquinas des-

cribed it as “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the most Holy 

Sacrament and lovingly embrace Him” at a time or in circum-

stances when we cannot receive Him in sacramental Commun-

ion.  With the absence of public Masses in the Diocese of 

Honolulu, the opportunity for receiving spiritual communion 

is particularly appropriate. 

 

     Spiritual communion only requires the same disposition as 

the actual reception of the sacrament and a turning to Jesus 

with the heart.  No particular prayer or formulary is required; 

however, to help focus a proper intention, recitation of a pray-

er is suggested: 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present 

in the Blessed Sacrament. 

I love You above all things and I desire You 

with all my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already 

in my heart and unite myself to You completely. 

Please do not let me ever be separated from You.  Amen. 
 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 
     The sacrifices you make in continuing your donations in 

this difficult time are gratefully received.  The Stewardship of 

Treasure this past week totaled over $12,000! (see above)  I 

celebrate the Mass privately each day and keep all of you in 

my prayers.  God bless you!   —Fr. Lio 

 

     Note: Offerings can mailed directly to the parish office; 

or go to the website and click on “OnLine Giving” to make 

your donation.] 

 

 

Treasures From Our Tradition 

     There is a geography to the liturgy of Baptism that distills 

the journey of faith.  Each part of the liturgy is assigned to a 

distinct part of the Church building.  Baptism, whether of 

infants carried to Church by their parents or of adults follow-

ing the Paschal Candle into a darkened Church at Easter, starts 

at the door.  First, a threshold must be crossed and a new com-

munity of meaning and memory encountered for the first time.  

Then, the celebration moves to the place for God’s Word.  

Next, as the litany of the saints is sung, there is a procession to 

the font.  Finally, the movement is to the table, the altar of the 

Eucharist.  There, newly-Baptized adults are brought to the 

sacred meal, or the parents of infants are blessed and reminded 

that their child will one day share fully in the table’s banquet. 

 

     Many Catholic Churches honor this geography by placing 

the font near the door, or at least small vessels with water.  

The doorway of our Church is a place of memory, and a pas-

sageway to a new way of living.  

 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

ONLINE GIVING 

MAILED-IN OFFERINGS 

$4,970.00 

$5,475.00 

PARISH CENTER FUND 

DEBT REDUCTION 

$280.00 

$1,832.00 

TOTAL: $12,557.00 

MORTGAGE BALANCE 05/09/2020 $118,020.11 


