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Neighborhood Rosary Ministry 
Strengthening Families Through Prayer

As the adage goes,"The family who 
prays together, stays together." 

This idea is even better when applied 
to whole neighborhoods. The Neighbor-
hood Rosary Ministry strengthens in-
dividual families and bonds small faith 
communities. Families pray and spend 
time together with Our Lady and Our 
Lord throughout the different neighbor-
hoods in our parish.

“It is a true joy to pray the Rosary and 
spend time with our Blessed Virgin Moth-
er and her Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,” 
says ministry coordinator Brenda Nelson. 
“In doing so, it brings us closer to them. 
There is a feeling of peace one feels after 
praying the Rosary. We pray with our 
own families, and we pray for the mem-
bers of our faith community.”

The Neighborhood Rosary Ministry 
was started in 2014 by Sol and Lito Ila-
gan, parishioners who, at the time, lived 
in the Ali`i Heights neighborhood. The Neighborhood Rosary statue and prayer kit travels 

from family to family each week.
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TEACHING OUR KEIKI TO LIVE  
A DISCIPLE'S LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP

How old do you have to be to practice stewardship?
Can a 5-year-old embrace stewardship? How 

about a 10-year-old?
Although there is no guideline to what the right 

age is to begin to live a life of stewardship, God’s 
call certainly extends to each of His children — 
even the young ones. 

It is especially important to show children that 
they are not too young to share their time, talent, and 
treasure to help build the Kingdom of God.

Sharing Your Time
Young children can share of their time in a vari-

ety of ways appropriate to their ability. For example, 
during the day, a child can pray for a loved one that 
is hurt, or pray with their parents or siblings. A child 
can participate in Mass each Sunday, and even take 
time from their day to thank God for a veteran who 
has served our country.

Spending time being virtuous — such as being pa-
tient, generous, and kind — is also a great example of 
sharing our time for love of God. 

Sharing Your Talent
Using God-given talents to glorify God can also 

be performed by both young and old. An elementary 
school-age child can easily clean their room or per-
form chores such as raking leaves, doing laundry, or 
taking care of pets. Making cards for people who are 
sick or who have had a death in the family are other 
concrete examples of being a faithful steward.

Even using our talents — such as playing a musical 
instrument or football — to the best of our abilities to 
give God glory is an example of being a good steward.

Sharing Your Treasure
Although children do not have the same type of 

treasure to share as adults, instilling the importance of 
sharing finances is an important lesson. 

If a child receives an allowance, they can re-
turn a portion of it to the Church in the collection 
basket. If they get birthday money, they can give 
a small portion of it back to God in thanksgiving. 

Little ones can even share things like their Hallow-
een candy with their siblings or friends as a way of 
demonstrating generosity.

The Most Important Lesson
Above all, the most important lesson to teach our chil-

dren is why we share. We don’t share because we “have 
to.” We don’t share because our parents tell us to. We 
share our time, talent, and treasure with God because we 
are thankful for what we have been given and we show 
it by how we live the disciple's stewardship way of life.

Teaching these lessons to our young keiki will al-
low a lifetime of good stewardship to follow for even 
the youngest of God’s children. 
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As we arrive at the New Year, it is customary that we make resolutions, which 
hopefully will be carried out during the course of the year. So many times these 

resolutions pertain to our physical lives — we resolve to exercise more, build a health-
ier diet, become more organized, etc. These resolutions may also involve the mental 
aspect of our lives — reading more, attending more cultural events, and so forth.

Too often we forget about the spiritual part of our lives. Our souls need to be 
tended to, and we need to make sure that we are deepening our relationship with 
God throughout the entire year. 

I would like to give you a list of possible spiritual resolutions. While it might 
seem difficult for one person to undertake all of these, hopefully anyone can try 
several of these resolutions at one time or a number of them throughout the year. 
  

• Attend Mass once a week over and above weekend Liturgies.
• Spend an hour (or any amount of time) in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament once a week.
• Pray the Liturgy of the Hours (the Divine Office) at least once a day. 
• Read and meditate on a chapter of Sacred Scripture a day.
• Take up a devotion of the Church (e.g. Rosary, Stations, novena, other prayers, etc.) and pray it daily.
• Read a spiritual book once a month.
• Make a morning offering as you begin your day, then an examination of conscience as you end your day. 
• Offer a prayer of blessing/thanksgiving before/after a meal. 
• Take time to pray daily with your spouse/family. 
• As an individual or a family, take time once a week to do some form of charitable work — visiting those 

who are homebound or in a nursing home, do some work for an elderly friend or neighbor, bring food 
to someone in need, etc. 

This is not an exhaustive list, but hopefully it gives you an idea that the small things done with great love can 
make a world of difference — both in your life and the lives of others.

Do not try to overdo any of these, but increase your resolutions gradually, laying a reasonable foundation 
upon which to build. Enjoy doing these resolutions, and see what a blessing they are for you and others. Let 
us pray that 2019 will be a year of grace and favor from God. I wish you and yours a very happy New Year! 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Lio Faletoi

New Year’s Resolutions
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
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St. Michael the Archangel’s 2018 Island Treasures 
Ho`omaikai `ana to our parish Mea Makamae, the 2018 St. Michael 

the Archangel Island Treasures!
Paul, Debra, Paul Jr., and Paulette Abaire 
Dave and Trudy Bateman 
Sue Biro 
Dave Buehler 
Dominica Claravall 
Don Diedrick 
Patricia Fleck 
Darlene Gawlik 
Dominador “Sonny” Genio 
Bob Hale 
Lourdes Hernaez 
Mike and Theresa Hernandez 
Frederick Herrmann 
Eileen Herzog 
Gordon Ishii 
Loke Kapela 
Jean Kreuzer 
Carolina Magaña Magaña 
Millie McClean 
Denise Navarro 
Patricia Olivares 
Manuel and Diana Ramírez 
Guillermina Rosas Lucero 
Esterlita Valdez 
Mary Warren

Altar Servers: 
Brooke Aragon 
Malia and Maming Bacxa 
Fernanda Cancino 
La’anui, Ka’auwai and Kahana Duarte 
Lucia Gooding 
Montserrat Ibarra 
Kalia and Hawea Keawe 
Aliza Mei and Margaret Kate Leander 
Melanie and Ava Lyles 
Pablo Ramos 
Jaden and Joyce Rosabia 
Daniela González Tafolla 
Alecia, Luke and JadeLee Uganiza
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St. Michael the Archangel’s 2018 Island Treasures 
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FORMED BY COMMUNITIES    OF FAITH,
EZEKIEL TOLENTINO    SHARES HIS JOURNEY

From his birthplace of the Philippines, to Can-
ada, to Hawai`i Island, and now in O`ahu, 

Ezekiel Tolentino’s Catholic identity has been a 
constant in his life. Now studying at the Univer-
sity of Hawai'i at Mānoa, Ezekiel draws upon the 
faith foundation that his family and St. Michael the 
Archangel Parish have laid for him. 

“I was born and raised in an immigrant family,” 
he says. “During my time in the Philippines, be-
ing Catholic was kind of the ‘normal’ thing. I de-
veloped my faith at a very young age and was put 
in a Christian school. Everyone I was surrounded 
by were Catholics or some other Christian reli-
gion. When I was about seven years old, our family 
packed up and moved to Canada. I went to a Cath-
olic school, and during our time in Canada I was 
still surrounded by Catholics. However, this time it 
was different because we also met others who were 
Muslim, Hindu, Jewish, Sikh, and other religions. 
This difference in my environment really opened 
my eyes to how other cultures and religions lived 
and how much we had in common, making it far 
less alien than before. But I still didn’t feel a sense 
of closeness in our community.

“We then moved to Hawai'i where I started 
middle school, and where I have been living ever 
since,” he continues. “There were many first-time 
experiences, like the first time I had a musubi, or 
the first time I saw hula in person. But to me, the 
most vital first-time experience I had in Hawai'i 
was experiencing aloha. The fact that our Catholic 
community in Kona accepted everyone regardless 
of religion, race or gender, to this day still touches 
my heart. I think the experiences I had with the St. 
Michael community really solidified my desire to 
nourish my faith and to spread the love of God.” 

As a political science major, Ezekiel is often busy 
working hard at his studies. However, he always 

makes time to develop his faith through the Catholic 
Student Organization at UH Mānoa’s Newman Center. 

 “The Newman Center has given me countless 
opportunities to grow my faith in the form of com-
munity service, faith sharing, weekend retreats and 
international conferences,” Ezekiel says. “But person-
ally, I think having a sense of community within my 
Church has always been the bedrock of my faith. If I 
can find people who I can relate with on a spiritual 
level, especially ones that are going through the same 
experiences as I am, it makes keeping my faith strong 

Now studying at the University of Hawai'i at Mānoa, Ezekiel 
Tolentino draws upon the faith foundation that his family and 

St. Michael the Archangel parish have laid for him.
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EZEKIEL TOLENTINO    SHARES HIS JOURNEY

easier than doing it alone. At the Newman Center, I 
have met tremendous people who have helped me 
understand my faith in different ways, especially in a 
way that helps me cope with the hardships of school.”

In October 2018, Ezekiel traveled to the Vatican for a 
pre-Synod of Bishops meeting, comprised of youth from 
around the world. Accompanying Ezekiel on this trip 
was Chris Malano, the past Secretary General of Pax Ro-
mana and the current manager of the Newman Center. 

The Synod’s theme was “Young People, Faith, and 
Vocational Discernment,” so this pre-Synod meeting 
gave the youth the opportunity to study the theme, 
speak from personal experience, and make recom-
mendations to the Synod’s outcome documents, 
which were later presented to the pope. Ezekiel en-
joyed this exciting opportunity to directly contribute 
to the role of Catholic youth in the Church.

“I met so many amazing bishops and cardinals who 
have massive support for youth around the world, and 
are calling for the Church as a whole to start incorpo-
rating youth-led programs within the structures of the 
Church,” he says. “Why aren’t there any active youth-
led faith sharing programs or youth-led community ser-
vices in churches? It’s because there is no training for it. 
Our main goal for the meeting was to provide the prop-
er tools for the next generation of Catholics to start pro-
grams, and to also give them a platform where they can 
grow their faith with their peers, rather than adults who 
can have a tough time relating to younger generations. 

“The best part of the trip was visiting St. Peter’s 
Basilica,” he adds. “When I entered the basilica, I 
had this feeling of grandness that I had never felt 
before. The marble inlays in the ground were some-
how symmetrical, and the ceilings felt as high as the 
heavens. It was also awesome to see a lot of young 
people at the Vatican so devoted to their faith.”

Ezekiel encourages other young people to hold 
on to their faith when they leave home for college, 
and invites them to take advantage of the Catholic 
resources available to them.

“I encourage them to get up on Sunday and go to 
churches close to their vicinity, or go to the Newman 
Center on campus,” he says. “There are a lot of students 
who are going through big changes in life during col-
lege, and what’s beautiful about going to churches close 
by is having that sense of community with students 
your age, who have gone through your experiences or 
are currently also going through similar experiences. At 
the Newman Center in UH Mānoa, our goal is to have an 
environment that feels like a ‘home away from home,’ 
and the core of that is faith — and of course, food!”

When asked about his favorite part of being 
Catholic, Ezekiel doesn’t hesitate to point out his 
personal relationship with our Lord.

“Just having the comfort of someone to talk to, 
someone to ask help from, and someone who will al-
ways love you for who you are, unconditionally,” he 
says. “It’s the greatest gift any Catholic can have.”

“There are a lot of students who are going through big changes in life during 
college, and what’s beautiful about going to churches close by is having that sense 
of community with students your age, who have gone through your experiences 
or are currently also going through similar experiences. At the Newman Center in 
UH Mānoa, our goal is to have an environment that feels like a ‘home away from 
home,’ and the core of that is faith — and of course, food!” — Ezekiel Tolentino
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Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. • Sunday: 7 a.m. (Hawaiian/English), 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. (English), 12:00 noon and 6 p.m. (Spanish) 

 Daily: Mon-Sat 7 a.m. • Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri 12 p.m.  • Confessions: Saturday 9-9:30 a.m.
Immaculate Conception Mission: Sunday 8 a.m. • Holy Rosary Mission: Sunday 10 a.m.

Neighborhood Rosary Ministry  continued from front cover

“Sol mailed letters to parishioners in the neighbor-
hoods of Ali`i Heights and Keauhou View Estates, in-
viting them to join the Neighborhood Rosary,” Brenda 
says. “There are currently 20 families involved.”

Families with and without children are both wel-
come to participate in the ministry. Each week, a dif-
ferent family or couple receives a Blessed Virgin Mary 
statue, rosaries, prayer books, and candles. During 
that week, they pray the Rosary daily in their home 
as a family. The following week, they take the statue 
and other items to the next family on the list. For par-
ticipating families, this has both been a great way to 
grow in faith as a family, and to get to know other 
Catholic neighbors.

“By having the Blessed Virgin Mary statue in our 
home, we see her every day, talk to her and are remind-
ed to pray the Rosary daily,” says Pat Fleck.

“Our fellowship has grown as we get to know 
neighbors who share the same Catholic faith and can 
pray for them,” Brenda says. “I have a neighbor across 
the street who is Catholic, and I had no idea.”

“We enjoy getting to know our neighbors,” says 
Kathy Raszkowski. “When we take the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary to the next neighbor on the list, they are 
always so happy to receive her.”

Brenda Nelson encourages parish families 
to start a Neighborhood Rosary in their own  

communities – multiple neighborhoods can be 
involved, or just their own. For more information 

on starting your own Neighborhood Rosary, 
please contact Brenda at 808-443-9898.


